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EDITORIAL STATEMENT

Thas, our sccond number, makes s appearance cacth a
vear after the fint, though we had hoped to bring 1t out
much ecarlier An umportant cause for the deday s the
attempt to mamtam a certain level of study and analvsis
the essays as wedl as to provide a certam variets We thimk
that we have attaned this objectine in thos rssue as we had
m the previous one, pudging Iy the response from the readers

We are anvous to recene more essus which examine m
depth and from o Marust standpomt problems of the poh-
tical and mass movements We are no less eager to publish
theoretical articles dealing with problans of the devclop-
ment and defence of the method and doctrine of Marusm

As m the previous issue the ¢ssavs are by parbeipants of
the mass and pohtical movements who are also devoted to
study and realise the value of generalisation We appeal to
hundreds of sumlar persons to come forward and help us
by sending us therr work for publication

Additonally, we want to vers much enlarge our book
review section

All essays and comments on essavs plc\wusl\ published,
as well as on Marust Miscellany as a whole, should be
sent to us at the address of the publishers
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The Comintern Congresses
and the CPI

G. Adhikari

The sources of information about the Indian delegates
which attended the various congresses of the Communist
International, from the First to the Seventh, are the follow-
ing: (1) stenographic records of the congresses published
in Moscow in Russian, (2) Infernational Press Correspon-
dence (Inprecor, English edition) which began publication
from November 1921 and continued probably up to 1941;
(8) information supplied by the Institute of Marxism-
Leninism of the CC, CPSU, Moscow, to Chinmohan
Sehanavis; (4) other sources, eg recollections of Indian
comrades who attended some of the congresses.

Delegates admitted to the congresses were according to
the statutes and rules of the CI of two types. delegates
with decisive vote and those with consultative vote. In the
earlier Russian published records names were given, later
only the number attending and sometimes pseudonyms. All
the sources lsted above have not been thoroughly gone
through. For instance, all the volumes of Inprecor have not
been gone through especially for the Seventh Congress.
With these preliminary remarks, I set forth the authentic
information so far collected.

LR
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FIRST CONGRESS OF THE CI
TF AT . 26 March 1919

The source 1s the book m Russtan prepared by the Man-
Engels-Lenn Institute of CC, RCP(B) Protocols of the
Congresses of the Communst International—First Congress
of the Comntern, March 1919, Edited by E Koroths,
B Kun and O Pyatmsks, Party Publications, Moscow, 1933

We have m the Central Archives of the Party a mucro-
flm of exght pages of the book It probably contams no hist
of delegates From the CPI publication The Communsst
International (p 8) we get the mformation that It was
attended by delegates from 85 proletanan orgamsations—
commumst parties, communist groups, left-socialist partes
and groups from Austna, Bulgana, Great Bntan, Hungary,
Germany, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Rumama,
Soviet Russia, Finland, France, Czechoslovakia, Switzer-
land, Sweden, Yugoslavia, the United States, Iran, Chna,
Korea, Turkey and other countnes”

So we can safelv conclude that no Indian delegates were
present—not even anyone from the Indian revolutionames
abroad The Khairv brothers—Jabbar and Sattar, who were
the first Indians to visit Moscow after the October Socmalist
Revolution—reached Moscow 1 November 1918 and
returned to Berhn in about a month’s time Mahendra
Pratap and lus team consistmg of Barakatullah, MPBT
Acharya, Abdul Rab Peshawart and Ibralum (the servant of
Barakatullah) met Lemn m May 1919, 1e after the Furst
Congress

SECOND CONGRESS OF THE CI
19 July to 7 August 1920

The source of mformation here 1s sumilar Russian book
prepared by the Marv-Engels-Lenmn Institute of the CC,
RCP(B) with the ttle Protocols of the Congresses of the
C Infernational—Second Congress of Comintern,
July August 1920, Edited by O Pyatmshy, D Manuilsk,
V. Knonn, B Kun and M Zarly, Party Publications, Mos-
cow, 1933
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We have m the Central Archlw P“W‘ni’crgﬁlm
of 51 pages of this book wluch contait to-Tndia
On pages 621 and 622 there 1s a lst of delegates to the
congress, with columns for the country and the party they
represented M N Roy and Allen (?) are hsted as delegates
from Meuco, from the Commumist Party of Mexico Abam
Mukherp and Acharya are hsted as delegates without
{(decisive) vote from Indiz In the party column agamst
their names there 15 2 question mark On page 625 are
gnen the names of the delegates elected to the National
and Colomal Commussion It contamns the names of Roy
and Allen (Meuco) and Allen (Brtish India) (P)

The Memaurs of Roy confirms that he had a mandate
from the CP of Mexico to attend the Second Congress of
the CI as a delegate from Mevico He does not mention a
second delegate nor mentons anything about Evelyn Roy
(Allen—?) who accompamed him to Moscow 1 the spring
of 1920 Roy mentions that Abam was a delegate but does
not mention Acharya

According to the mformation obtamed by Chmmohan
Schanavis from the Institute of Marxism Lenmism, Mos
cow, Abam Mukhern and Acharya were delegates from
India Abani was listed 1n brackets as Leftwing Socialist”
and Acharya as IRP, which probablv stands for Indian
Revolutionanes’ Party or Commttee i Tashhent That such
an orgamsation existed m 1917-20 15 known to us from
wother sources, mcluding Soviet sources

THIRD CONGRESS OF THE CI
22 June to 12 July 1921

Here we have the source—the book with the ttle
Thud Congress of the Commumst International, Steno-
graphie Report (Seal of RSFSR bearing the motto “Know-
ledge Is Strength’), Petrograd, State Publications, 1922

‘We have 1n our Archives 22 pages microfilmed from this
bool, which contain references to India On pages 89 15
reproduced the mrcular converung the congress It says
“Indan commumst group to be mvited, without vote” On
page 694 there 15 a reference to four delegates from India
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(Commumst Party) This tallies with the information
brought by Sehanavs from the Institute of Marasm-
Lemmism which says thete were four representati es from
Incha but only M'N Roy’s name 1s mentioned m the
proceedings”

By June-Julv 1921, no commumst group hiad been yet
formed n Indta Dange’s Gandiu vs Lemn had not yet
been published, at least not reached abroad, after which
his correspondence with M N Roy started Nome of the
Muhapes had yet returned after” which Inquilab was
started 1 Lahore (1922) Nalm Gupta reached India some
tume m November o1 December 1921 He had brought with
Ium the Mss of the Mamfesto to the Ahmedabad Con-
gress” (December 1921} which was signed Commumst
Party of India’ By July 1921 Muzaffar Ahmad had not yet
been contacted by Nalim Gupta

But the CPI had been formed m Tashhent on 17 October
1920, and i June July 1921 a number of Indians were
i Moscow Fustly, some 20 Mubayprs were studying
Marusm Lemmism 1n the Univeisity of the Peoples of the
East, many of whom had alreads jowed the CPI There
were, besides, some 14 Indin revolutionanes, headed by
Vuendranath Chattopadhyaya and Dr Bhupendr: Nath
Dutta, present at that tune m Moscow to negotiate with the
Bolshevil leaders about assistance to Indi's struggle for
mr]ependcnce Among these weie the following personali-
ties M Barakatullah, Pandurang Khanlhoge, Al dul Rab
Peshawar;, Mandiyam Pratiwadi Bhayankar Tirumnl
Acharya, Birendra Nath Das Gupta, ‘Daud Al’ Dait,
GAK Luvham M N Roy of course was there Abam
Mukhert was not present at the tme of the Third Con-
gress, according to Ray (Memous) he was in Tashhent

But with all thus, we have absolutely no clue from the
sources available to us as to who those other three Indian

delegates were Further, does the mention of Communist
Party n brackets agamst the mention of four delegates
from India mean that the formation of the CPI in Tashhent
1s recogmsed by the CI? If so, why does the circular con-
vemng the Third Congress, 1ssued after the formation of
the Party 1n Tashhent, speak of *Indian communst groups
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to be invited without vote” (emphasis added)? We must
also take note of the fact that M. N. Roy's manifesto to the
Ahmedabad Congress is signed “Communist Party of India”.
Perhaps the CPI (Tashhent)l was recognised as the CPL
According to the Memoirs of M. N Roy, he was elected to
the presidium of the Third Congress of the CL

FOURTH CONGRESS OF THE CI
5 November to 5 December 1922

‘We have no microfilm estracts from the Russian steno-
graphic report of this congress. Devendra Kaushik who
brought us the microfilm etracts from the other volumes
says that the volume of the stenographic report of the
Fourth Congress of the CI was missing in the hibrary of the
Tashkent University where he was working.

However we have the mformation brought by Sehanavis
from the Institute of Marxism-Leninism which says that
four delegates were invited from India but only one came
and his name is not mentioned. This 15 confirmed by two
references in the Inprecor. In volume IT of this journal in
No. 112, page 941, we have the 1eport of the credential
committee submitted by Eberlein. 1t says referring to
India- “The CPI canunot represent definite membership
since its work 15 illegal Four delegates were imited, one
Tas come and has been admitted to the congress with the
right to vote” In the same volume, in No 116, pages

1. 5. A Dange m his book When Commumst Differ says. “The
Communist  Party of Indw was first founded in Tashkent by a
group of emigre revolutionaries i the year 1920 As some of the leading
figures ke M. N. Roy and Abam Mukhery and others were already in
the Comintern, the Communist Party was smmediately gven affliation
to the Intermational. Tt publshed a jourmal i Englsh, whick was des
cribed 2s the organ of the Commumist Party of Indta, section of the
Compiunist International” (This *“joumnal” was The Vanguard whose
»eue No 7, Vol II, dated 1 March 1023 bears the legend “Central
Organ of the Communist Partv of Intha {Sec, Communist Internationaly”.
The journal was started sbroad on 15 Ma 1922 when it was called
The Vanguard of Indign Independence and its earher issues did not hear
the above subtitle—c.a)
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988-90, we have a brief summary of what “Roy (India)”
reported on the “Eastern Question”,

Thus at the time of the Tourth Congress of the CI we
have unambiguous reference 1n the official documents of
the CI to the functioming of the Commumst Party n India
itself (Eberlem’s Report) There 1s another such unambi-
guous and cleater reference In lus speech winding up the
plenay session of the Fourth Congress of the CI, Zinovies,
the president of the CI, s reported to have said

The creation of a strong nucleus of @ Commumst Party
m a distant country has now more political importance
than the Versailles treaty, than the Lausanne conference
The creation of a nucleus of a Commumist Party m India,
for example, 1s from the historical pont of view a much
more nmportant matter than all these conferences’

This 1s quoted m Commumsm m India, 1924-1997, bv
Lt Col Cecil Kaye, compiled by the Intell e B of
the Government of India and pubhshed then as a “confi-
dentral” report for government and police use from Cal-
cutta i 1927 This has to be cheched up from the ongmal
Russian protocol of the congress All the same a number of
mnportant events m the middle of 1922 prove that the
commumist movement m India had alreadv emerged and a
nucleus of the CPI was already attempting to establish
all India contacts

M N Roy's first paper The Vanguard of Indin Inde-
pendence began publication from 15 May 1922 (date of first
1ssue) and by Junc the Brtish Indian police began mter-
cepting 1t

The Muhajirs began returnmng to India by the spring
of 1922 Bv Mav-Tune 1922 the Peshawar Conspiracy Cases
started convicting the accused to vaious terms of ngorous

umprisonment The 17 Muhaprs whom Rov had tiamned
‘Tashhent and Moscow 1n 1920 21, and whose return to India
n 1922 was announced bv lum m one of hus earliest letters
to Dange, were all arrested or traced on crossmng into Indin
(Id, p 20) Al the same Ghulam Hussun starts Inquilab
(Urdu) from Lahore sometume after June 1922

The Sociahist edited by § A Dange began publication
from August 1922 In the Inprecor dated 17 Julv 1922 there
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15 a brief ttem inviting the Indian Communist Party to send
delegates to the Fourth Congress of the CI

By the autumn of 1922 the Bntish Indian police were
writing m their confidential report that Roy’s contacts m
India were  Bengal—Muzaffar Ahmad, Bombay—S A
Dange, Maodras—Simngaravelu Chettiar, UP—Shaukat Us-
many, Punjab-~Ghulam Hussain

M N Roy knew that an wsertion m Inprecor could not
enable Indian delegates to come to the Fourth Congress
So m September 1922 Roy sent Charles Ashleigh secretly
to India on behalf of the CI to meet Dange and also to
contact Muz+ffar Ahmad Earler Roy wrote a letter to
Muzaffar announcing Ashleigh’s arnval In this he also
wrote that he wanted Cluraranjan Das and Subhas Bose
to come to the Fourth Congress of the CI and asked
Muzaffar to transmit these letters

Roy sent Ashleigh to Dange m order to wnite lum to
the Fourth Congress of the CI or to send a representative
This becomes clear from two letters from Roy to Dange
dated 26 September 1922 and another dated 8 October
1922 In the first letter Roy says “T hope vou have already
recewved other messages from me through a diferent chan-
nel and trust the message will be responded to satisfactonly ”
‘Through a different channel obviously means Ashleigh’s
visit What respons€ Roy eapected from Dange becomes
clear from the next letter In that letter (dated 3 October
1922) Rov acknowledged a letter from Dange which appears
to hwe contaned Dange’s proposal for stacting a Socialist
League for Indin Rov wrote that thus had better be post
poned until after the Fourth Congress (of the Comintern)
which he mwited Dange to attend m person, or to send a
representative, and promsed “suitable arrangement and
support for The Socialist as well as hterature and literary
contnibutions” (Ibid, pp 32-34)

Ashleigh’s mission proved a fallure Soon after he started
from London the Scotland Yard suspected that a “commumst
emissy” was on the was to India and alerted the Briish
Indman police here Thus Ashleigh was under police sur-
veillwee rght from the time he landed 1n Bombay  Probab-
1y lus passport was taken anay and he was forced to leave
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Indiz by the nest boat (he arrved on 19 September 1922
and left on 22 Scptentber)

Now as stated earhier Ashleigh’s arrval was notified to
Ml’xzaﬂar Ahmad m advance, with the code name “Nanda-
lal”, and Ceedd Kaye i Ius Commumsm n India (p 26)
says that Muzaffar sent Jatn Mitra to Bombay to sec
Ashleigh and he did meet him,

ASHLEIGH VISIT CONTROVERSY

Here 1 would like to mention the fact that Muzaffar
Ahmad has recited the whole story of ‘The Remarkable
Charles Ashleigh” on pages 262-63" and again on pages
816-26 of hus baok Myself and the Communst Party of India
and I take the opportumty to refute the new slander which
Muzaffar with Ius charactenstic blind prejudice 15 trying to
spread agamst § A Dange m this connection This new
slander 15 that Dange ‘poczieted the money” which Charles
Ashleigh allegedly gave him for sendmg four delegates
from India to the Fourth Congress of the CI which was to
meet at the end of the year Undaunted by the fitsco which
the ‘ Dange Letters” slander he sponsored 1 1964, and which
he has repeated m lis book agam, suffered, Muzaffar has
continued his researches mto the British police records n
the National Archives and has made new “discoveries” on
which he Dbases his new slander This time the new slander
has been contemptuously disregarded by the pubhe and
no wonder, because the socalled evidence he has advanced
onlv exposes Muzaffar Ahmad himself

On page 319 of his book Muzaffar says “Ashleigh then
handed over to Dange the letters, documents and the pas-
sage money for delegates to the Fourth Congress I do not
Inow what the exact amount was, but, according to Masood
Al Shah, the Brtish spy 1t was £800, possibly i eight
one hundred-pound notes ™

So evadence No 1 1s the gossip Muzaffar collected from
one whom he himself condemns as a Brtish spy Shaukat
Usmam who went to Moscow a second time n 1928 with
Masood Al: Shah and two others also savs he was a spv
(s unpubhished Memors)
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Muzaffar’s second evidence 1s an extract from IPI Report
W/MISC 422, Home Dept Pohtical File No 956 of 1922,
page 11 This document 15 a report which British agent
Il R”, stationed n Pans, sent about what he learnt from
George Slocombe, a well-known representatne of Daily
Herald, who was known to Charles Ashlergh and 1s supposed
td have met lum i Pans after the latter's return from India
The relevant passage m this “report” 15 * Ashleigh met a
certamn Indian with whom the editor was m touch, and
handed over to this Indian passage money for delegates,
who were mvited to jon Roy, and the mwitation 1ssued by
Roy Slocombe added that the Inglsh editor was a
communist” (Ilid, pp 824-25)

Now Muzaffar Ahmad had no direct information about
the actual visit of Ashleigh to Bombay He himself says
on page 320 of lis book “Dange told us everything that
T have written above about Ashleigh, barring the fact of
s taking the money” (emphasis added)

For bolstenng up his he Muzaffar relies upon %\Tmp—
which he nmself piched up from a “Bntish spy”, Masood
Alr Shah, and wluch a Bntish agent picked up allegedly
from George Slocombe n Pans m 1922 and which s
“research workers” picked up from the National Archives
When Muzaffar wrote his article on the alleged “Dange
Letters” m 1964 he never mentioned this he of Dange
tahing monev from Ashleigh But the Masood Al Shah
“evidence” must have been with him then for Masood Al
went to Moscow a second time with Shaukat Usmam and
never returned He brings out the lie now after he gets the
alleged Slocombe evidence!

And what 1s the worth of huis evidence? The Indian pohce
had thie “evidence” m thewr hands 1 1922, 1e long before

thev launched the Cawnpore Conspiracy Case agamnst
Dange, Muzaffar and others From the Sessions Court
judgement n that case we found that Ashlesgh’s mecting
with Dange 1s considered an ymportant Iink 1 the “cons-
pracy” Dange who admitted 1n luis statement before the

court that Ashleigh met lum and that he had “issued a
statement m the vernacular press on 571923 stating the

facts as thev were”, also stated that he had differences
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with Roy on the question of programme and that he bad
told A,shlmgh this But the sessions judge dishelieving
Dange’s statement—the latter part of it—says mn the judge-
ment  Dange did tell AS]]IEIgI])l he (Dange) would support
Roy’s conspiracy ”

Now, 1f the police and Buitish government m India had
m thewr hands already 1 1922 this evidence that Ashleigh
pad Dange the passage money for sending delegates to
the Fourth Congress of CI why did they not brng 1t for-
waird to further strengthen the question of conspiracy
agamst Dange and Muzaffar? Obviously because thev
knew that evidence was worthless and could not be proved
But what 15 thrown away as worthless by the class enemy
1s picked up by the great revolutionary Muzaffar in hus holy
ausade agamst revisiomsmf

This may appear as a digression but i dealing with the
question of delegates from India to the Fourth Congress,
the exposure of Muzaffar Ahmad’s slanderous charge
aganst Dange m this connection 1s unavordable In spite
of these efforts no delegate, direct from India, went to that

congress We have M N Roy’s letter to Dange dated
12 December 1922, m which be says ‘The absence of anv-
body straight from Inda was lamented” (Exhibit 7, Cawn-
pore Bolshevik Conspiracy Case, emphasis added)2

We have already quoted the official record which says
“four invited—one came—admitted with right to vote” In
Inprecor, Vol II, No 116, dated 22 December 1922, we

2 5 A Dange m his latest hook Where Communist Differ on page 8
section 6 says °The Bombay group had come into exutence on the
basis of the book Candhi vr Lenin which I had written and published
in March 1921 T had also orgamsed and started the publication of an
Englsh weekly paper called The Soclalist from August 1922 The book
and the paper came to the attention of Lemn and the Comrmunist Inter
nattonal They invited me to go to Moscow, snd the ECCI of the
Communist International put me in charge of the work In India ™

Danges tomarks are confirmed by M N Roy’s Tetter dated 11 Novem-
ber 1922 in wheeh he savs “The ald man s interested in your hook™—
and also 1+ another letter from Noy dated 19 December 1822 “in which
he fsued o 7 on the d of the Fourth Congress
of the Cl—he appointed Dange fo be ‘the centre jn India™ (Comumunfsm
in Indw pp 24 and 65}
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find that M. N. Roy presented the Draft Theses on the
Eastern Question, which were “prepared by all the Eastern
delegations present at this congress m cooperation with the
Eastern Section of the Commumst International” and made
the principal report on the same Was Roy the one dele-
gate who came? It 15 quite likely that Roy attended the
congress as a member of the ECCI and as a member of
its ‘Eastern Section” and the ‘one delegate came”™ and who
was not straight from India was probablv either Santohh
Smgh or Rattan Swingh, both of whom we definitely know
went to Moscow at the end of 1922 to attend the Fourth
Congress of the CI Ths fact 1s of course mentioned by
Ceal Kaye 8 But apart from thns we have the evidence of
Dr Bhupendia Nath Dutta who met them w Berhn at the
end of 1923 when they were gong to Moscow (Aprakashita
Rajnartih Itihas, pp 349 50) It 15 quite certam that both
attended the congress One of them was a delegate with a
nght to vote

Nalm Gupta m his statement to the police dated 27
December 1923 describing his arrval i Moscow m October
1922 (when he came out from India the second time) savs
“  amved in Moscow on the 3rd October via Petrograd
1 was detamed m Moscow up to middle of December 1922
Roy humself armved m Moscow shortlv hefore the congress
of “the Third International which began on the 5th
November The Indians who attended the congress are
myself, Al Shah, M N Roy and two delegates who came
from India (?) and belonged to the Ghadr Party The name
of one of them was Anup Singh  These two persons held
private conferences with Roy, Tuel (Comintern secretary
for Middle East) and Safarov, the general secretary of the
CI for the East ... I noticed these two mdividuals wrniting

3 On page 50 of Commumsm in Indic we find “The Chadr in
Cahform1  sent two representatives Santokh Smgh and Rattan Singh to
attend the Fourth Congress™

The same suthor quotes the remark of Zinovies, president of CI his
summing up speech mentioned earlier

Rov is reported to have smd  “The Communist International s sabs
fied with the progress so far made in India where promiang results
have beun obtained with a <small outln of menev” (foc cit)
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long reports on the work done m the Punjab for the ifor-
mation of the Comintern!” (National Archunes of India,
GOI, Home-Pol Tile 21/1, 1924)

FIFTII CONGRESS OF THE CI
17 June to 8 July 1924

This congress was held soon after the death of Lemmn,
and the first m which he did not participate It was attend
ed by 504 delegates from 49 Commumst and Workers'
Parties and one” revolutionary people’s party Delegates
from other mternational mass orgamsations Iike the RILU,
Communist Youth Intemational, International Worhers
Rehef, etc also attended

The Stenograplic Report of the T'ifth World Congress
of the Communust International — 17th June to 8th July
1924, Part I, State Publications, Moscow, 1925, Lenmgrad,
mentions that ‘Roy (India) was clected to the presidum
of the congress and also to the pohtical and programme
commussions of the same” Inprecor, Vol IV, No 84, on
pages 343-44, mentions that three comrades were elected
to the National and Colomal Commussion According to the
mformation obtamned by Sehanavis from the Institute of
Marxism Lenimsim, there were two delegates with decisive
vote at the congress, viz M N Roy and Mohammad Al
YWho was then the third Indian comrade on the Natonal
and Colomi1l Commussion? This 1s Iikely to be Clemens
Dutt, who was later associated with M N Roy and
Mohammad Al in a Foreign Bureau” of the CPI This 15
Just a guess and will have to be cheched up

The Vanguard of Indian Independence, Vol IV, Nos
11-12, dated 1 and 15 May 1924 (jomt No) carned on
page 5 the agenda of the Fifth Congress of the Commumst
International Item 6 of tlns was National Questions and
section (b) of this was “(b) The revolutionary movement
m the East and the colomes (Indir and others) Reporters
Katayama, Rov and other comrades™

M’ N Roy’s speech 1s given n Inprecor, Vol 1V, No 388,
dated 27 June 1924 Rov’s intervention on Zinoviev's report
on the activtties and tactics of the CI 3s miven m the s1me
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joumal 1 Vol IV, No 42, 17 July 1924 The antwvar appeal
1ssued by the congress on the occasion of the 10th anmver-
sarv of the first impenahst war was signed among others
by Roy as a member of the pressidium of the congress 4

The Fafth Congress of the CI took place soon after the
arrests for the Cawnpore Bolshevik Conspiracy Case had
taken place These arrests were effected n all the four pro-
vinces where commumst groups had come mto evstence or
were m the process of tormation Ghulam Hussamn was
arrested m the Punjab, Shavkat Usmam in UP, Muzaffar
Ahmad and Nahm Gupta m Caleutta, and S A Dange m
Bombay There was a wanant of anest for Smgaravelu
Chettiar but 1t was not tmplemented because of hus 1llness
Ghulam Hussam made an approver’s statement to the
police and he was not produced for trial and the case
agamst Jum was withdrawn The pomnt here 1s that the
arrests having taken place some time before the case was
actually launched m Apnil 1924, 1t was not posstble for any
delegate to go from India

What was not posstble m 1922, because of the elemen-
tarv stage of the movement, could have been possible
1924 had 1t not been for the arrests Thus 1s shown by the
fact that at the beginnmng of 1924 Gopen Chakravarty did
manage get away from [ndia secreth with the help of
Nalini' Gupta, who after his several trips since the end
1921 to the beginning of 1924 had acquired sufficient expe-
rience m this matter Gopen recalls that he heard of the
Kanpur arrests just when he had reached Berlm He says
he was present at the Fifth Congress along with M N Roy
and Mohammad Al He savs Rahmat Al Zakana and Noor

4 Inprecor, Vol IV, No 50, dated 25 Jul; 1924, contmns Roy’s con
cluding speech on the Colomal Question (No 54 of 4 August 1924 gives
Manuilshas speech m which he savs that Roy 15 stll taking the sectaran
position on the question which Lemn cniticised at the Second Congress)
The same 1ssue also records that at the 18th session of the Fifth Congress

1 d the Kanpur was read out by the
Brtish delegate MacMaunus It also confirms that India had two decisive
votes and that Roy was elected a candidate member of the presidum
and adds that India was granted 10 mandates and that Roy was elected
to the ECCI
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Ahmad were also present Perhaps all of them were obser-
vers or delegates without vote

LEVENTS BETWEEN FIFTH AND SIXTH CONGRESSES

The four years between the Fifth and Sixth Congresses
of the Cl—the years from 1924 to 1928—witnessed a
remarhable development of the commumst movement 1
India Far from bemg crushed by the brutal repression
launched agamst 1t by the British impenalists through such
conspiracy cases as those of Peshawar and Cawnpore sen-
tencing communsts to long jail terms, the Communist Parts
emerged during these years, at the head of an upsurge of
mulitant struggles of workers and peasants, building a milt-
tant class-conscious wing of the trade umon movement It
came forward building legal workers’ and peasants’ parties,
acting as an independent political force as well as a nucleus
of a leftwing in the National Congress advocating com-
plete mdependence and a programme of democratic revo-
lution It came forward populanising among the masses the
1dea that the mternational working-class movement fight-
mg for socialism, the first socialist state—the Soviet
Umion—born out of the great October Socialist Revolution
mn Russia, and countnies ihe China fighting for therr nde-
pendence aganst the common enemy, British impenalism—
were allies of India 1n 1ts own ndependence struggle It
came forward populansing the 1deas of scientific socialism
asdthe gude for the future development of independent
Indin

On the cve of the Sixth Congress was published a
voluminous report of the activity of the ECCI from the
Fufth to the Sixth Congresses summing up the actnities of
Communist Parties 1n all the countries of the world be-
tueen the years 1924 to 1928 The book 1s enttled The
Commumst Inteinational Between the 5th and the 6th
World Congresses, 1924 28 (A Report on the position m
all the scctions of the World Commumst Party) (Reports
up to Mav 1928), Publication of the CPGB, July 1928

The section on India 1s on pages 463 to 477 This report
was probably prepared by the Eastern Bureau of the LCCI
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sometime between May and July 1928 This means the
report was prepared atter M N Roy left Moscow, which
he did some weeks after the mnth plenum of the ECCI
held m February 1928 (Memons—Epiogue, pp 580 81) It
1s well known that thereafter Roy never returned to Mos-
cow, that he did not participate 1n any way 1 the prepara-
tion of the Sixth Congress, and that he did not attend that
congress At the Sixth Congress, the decolonisation theory”
attnibuted to M N Roy was sharply cnicised

Before we quote from this report extracts which sum up
the organisational posthion of the Indian party m the period
sice 1924 to the begmmn%] of 1928, 1t would be useful
to brefly catalogue the lughlights of the activittes of the
ECCI and of M N Roy dunng the penod

The fifth enlarged plenum of the ECCI elected at the
Fifth Congress met an Moscow from 21 March to 6 Apnl
1925 This session undertool a detaled exammmation of the
National and Colonial Question and on 6 Apnl 1925 adopt-
ed a resolution on the situation mm Indi2, Indones:a and
Egypt which made certam recommendations on the pro-
grammatic and tactical questions to the commumsts of
these countnes

About India 1t smd  One of the most important tashs of
our comrades 1 India at the present moment 1s to work
actively m the national freedom movement on the eve of
a decisive struggle for the mdependence of India” It re-
commended to the Indian commumsts to contmue their
work m the Indian National Congress and the all-India
mass orgamsations, with the mm of creating “a national
revolutionary mass party and an all-India ant impenalist
bloc”, to find ways and means “to force the Indian bour-
geoaisie to conduct a decisive pohtical struggle and to sup-
port all miltant achions agamst imperialism on the basis of
an antiimperiahst umted front” The plenum emphasised
that the main task of the Indian commumnists was to work
for uniting the communist groups and elements n order to
bwld a strong party of the working class, the Communist
Party (The Communist Infernational—A Short Historical
Outline, prepared by the Institute of Marasm-Lemmsm of
the CPSU, 1969, German edition, pp 277-78)
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The samc plenum gave the slogan to the commumsts of
the East to tahe mttiatine to %orm cople’s parties or
workers and peasants’ parties or to \vorEm them 1if alreads
tormed, and seeh to make them political orgamsations of
an anti-impenalist front (Ibid , p 280)

As an elected member of the LCCI Roy partictpated in
thus plenum and was elected to the presidium and was also
meluded m the political and colomal commussions of the
same (Inprecor, Vol V, No 26, dated 4 Apnl 1925)

After the reports of the Fust Commumst Conference
convened by Satyabhakta, 26-27 December 1925, reached
Rov, together with the account of its proceedings with the
emphasis on “national commumsm” ‘1 the speeches of
Satyabhakta, Hasrat Moham and Sigaravelu, Roy wrote
a letter to Bagerhatta on 20 March 1925 Bagerhatta, along
with § V Ghate, was elected secretary of the CEC
at the conference In thus letter Roy recommended that i
the next meeting of the Central Commttee ‘a resolution
be passed repudiating the previous statements (those by
Satyabhakta and others) and deciding ‘to affilate the CP
of India with the CI and officiallv communicate the latter
the resolution The formal affliation cannot be effected
until the next World Congress to which a delegation 0{
the party must be sent—there will be plenty of time for 1t
(Meerut Case Records, Prosecution Exlibt, P 2169/1)

It was about this time that a bureau consisting of
M N Roy, Mohammad Al and Clemens Dutt was m
charge of India on behalf of the Eastern Burean of the
ECCI, which ncluded Roy This was functiomng from
Berlm, probablv After the First Communist Conference at
Kanpur (December 1925) Rov recommended that this
bureau should find a place in the Constitution of CPI as
the ‘Foreign Bureau” The article on the ‘Foreign Bureau
1s m the Constitution of the CPI-—1927 —as article No 14
(see printed pamphlet, The Commumist Party of India—
Annual Report—1927, Bombav, P9

This bureau with Roy at its head published from abroad
a fortmghtly The Vanguard of Indian Independence from
Mav 1922 to December 1924 In between 1t changed 1ts
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name to The Vanguard and to The Adcance Guard. Only
the issue of 1928 of The Vangumd bore the legend “Organ
of the CC of the CPI—Section of the CI”. The Vanguard
of Indian Independence was succeeded by The Masses of
India which began publication in January 1925 and conti-
nued as a monthly up to December 1927,

The sixth enlarged plenum of the ECCI met from
17 February to 12 March 1926. M. N. Roy was elected
chairman of the Eastern Commussion. The pf;num heard a
report of the Eastern Commission submitted by Roy,
adopted unanimously a resolution on the situation m China
wlule the resolutions on other colonial countries were
referred back to the presidum for precise formulation
{Inprecor, Vol. VI, No, 17, dated 4 March 1922; No. 22,
dated 15 April 1926).

Journals popularising ideology of communism (scientific
socialism) and advocating class struggle and organisation
of workers and peasants and emphasising their role in the
struggle for complete independence, which were started
after the Cawnpore Conspiracy Case, were Mazdur (Urdu);
Langal (Bengali weelly), Calcutta, on 16 December
1925, Kirti (Punjabi monthly), end of 1926; Mehnatkash
(Urdu), Lahore, 1927; and Kranti (Marathi weekly),
Bembay, 7 May 1927. They were followed by Krantikari
(Hindi weekly) organ of Kisan Sabha, from Jhansi 17
November 1928 and Pyam-i Mazdur (Urdu weekly) from
Bombay in the beginning of 1929, Langal, which is asso-
ciated with Muzaffar Ahmad from the beginning, in its
evolution reflects the genesis of the workers’ and peasants’
parties. It started publication under the chief editorship of
Poet Nazrul Islam as the organ of the Labour-Kisan-Swaraj
Party (Sampradaya was the word used) of the Indian
National Congress. This was carrying forward the earlier
ideas of S. A. Dange and Singaravelu (see the Manifesto of
Labour-Kishan Party May 1923 and Dange’s The Socialist
of May-June 1923). From 15 Apnl 1926 Langal became the
organ of the Bengal Peasants’ and Workers Party. Tt car-
ried on the front page Rabindranaths blessings in the
meaningful lines: *

MM-2
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Awake, awahe, O Balaram
Hold-up your desert-breaking plough;
Gicve us strength! Gice us fruit |

Sil this c

Langal stopped publication on 10 April 1926, It was
revived again as Ganavani on 12 August 1926, again as the
weekly organ in Bengali of the Peasants’ and Worhers
Party of Bengal. Under the cditorship of Muzaffar Ahmad
Ganavani became the organ of the Workers” and Peasants
Party of Bengal sometime in the beginning of 19285 In
July 1927 it was still the organ of the Peasants' and Workers
Party of Bengal.

Though the Communist Conference held in Kanpur in
the last days of December 1925 was convened by Satya-
bhakta, the representatives of genuine communist groups
functioning in Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Lahore and UP
mustered strong and captured the central body formed at
the conference. This Central Executive contained Muzaffar
Ahmad, S. V. Ghate, Abdul Majid, K. N. Joglehar and R. S.
Nimbkar. S. A. Dange was in jail. According to the annua
reportS submitted to the Annual Conference of the party
held from 29 to 31 May 1927 in Bombay, this central body
met soon after the Kanpur session in Calcutta, From Calcutta
a manifesto on the Hindu-Muslim problem was issued in
the name of the CPI (middle of 1926, probably drafted and
sent from abroad by Roy). This was proscribed by the
government later. At the end of 1926 (December) at the
Gauhati session of the INC, a CPI manifesto was distributed
(drafted by Roy).

According to the same report, an attempt was made to
function a central office of the CPI from Delhi by
Bagerhattd and S. V. Ghate who were elected secretaries at
Kanpur. There was a police raid on the office and the

on.

5 “It was renamed Workers' and Peasants' Party of Bengal in March
1928” after the Second Conference of the Peasants’ and Workers' Party
of Bengal held in Caleutta, 1920 Febrary, 1827 (Muzaffar Ahmad,
Communist Party and Its Formation Abroad, 1962, p 161).

8 The Communist Party of India—Annual Report, 1927, published by
Comrade Vijay Singh Mehta, 236 Kalbadevi Road, Bombay, for the CFI

.«
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attempt had to be given up {end of 1926). About the same
time the Lahore group decided to call a general conference
of the party at Lahore in February 1927 and invited S. D.
Saklatvala, who was to arrive in India in January 1927, to
preside over the conference, Saklatvala on his arrival issued
a statement to the press stating that he could not associate
with a Commurst Party which was not regularly affiliated
to the Communist International. Thereafter, Muzaffar
Ahmad and other members of the Central Esecutive went
to Bombay and held a meeting which adopted a resolution
criticising Saklatvala for giving his statement to the press.

At the same time the Central Executive members met
Saklatvala both in Bombay and later in Delhi and the latter
agreed to the necessity of having a Conimunist Party in India.
1t was then decided to call the general meeting in Bombay
on 29 May and to adopt a constitution and to elect the
executive. The Bombay meeting held in January 1927 also
adopted a resolution to form workers’ and peasants” parties
in the different provinces and adopted a programme for the
same which is identical with the programme of the Bengal
Peasants’ ahd Workers” Party or the Labour-Kisan-Swaraj
Party of Bengal (Meerut Record, D 362—CFPI file of Bager-
hatta).

According to the annual report quoted above the general
conference actually met on 31 May 1927 in Bombay and
adopted a Constitution, elected the executive and passed
a number of resolutions. The pamphlet entitled Annual
Report quoted above gives the text of all these decisions
taken by the meeting of 31 May 1927, These throw interest-
ing light on the question of the affiliation of the CPI with
the CI and on the question of delegates to the next World
Congress. They also throw light on the relation of the CPI
to the workers” and peasants’ parties being formed in the
different parts of India, and which were leading the mass
upsurge of the class-struggle and  class-organisation of
workers and peasants which spread all over India parti-
cularly in the industrial centres and in jts rural surroundings
in 1927-28,

We have already referred to article No 14 on “Foreign
Bureau” which is included in the Constitution of the CPI
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the abovementioned letter and the actual wording as -

printed m the Annyal Report
Roy’s suggestion reads gs follows
The Commumst Party of India will maintam a ‘Foreign

Foreign Bureau will be representative of Central Com-
mittee and will act as the organ through which the mter-
national relstions of the party will be muntamed The CI:
of India will e section of the Communyst International’
(Meerut Records, Exhibit D 375, emphass added)

The same file contams a typed draft Constitution of the
CPI consisting of 21 articles In this draft the Central Exe-
cutnve 1s defined as composed of president, secretariat and
members of the CEC, all elected at the congress Article
No 18 1s on Foreign Bureau, wlich 1s word for word the
same as above except for the Ist sentence (taheised abo e)
wlich hay been deleted

The Constitution adopted 1n Bombay (M 1927) and
printed in the Annyal Report, consists of 31 articles Here
the CEC s composed of the presidum consisting of five
members, the general secretars and the treasurer and eight
other members Al tlected at ({IL congress Article No 14 on
the Toragn Bureay ¢ reformulated thus

“Foregn Burcau—The Presiium with the sanction of
the CE will muntun a Foraugn Buretu as an ideological
cuntre composed of comrades who are not 1 position to
work made the countn Ihe Foreign Burew will e
Fepresentatine of the CL and will act as the organ through
\\{l’l(]l the intermational relations of the party will be main-
tamed But it wall not act In anv way inconsistent with the
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party’s programme and resolutions. The Foreign Bureau
will ‘have a regular office at place at their convenience and
will Reep a constant touch wath all the CPs and the Comin-
tern and will groe pubhaty to Indian affairs” (The Annual
Report, 1927, pp 9-10, emphasis added).

Here a bnet comment on the question of affilation to
the CI, summing up the position from 1921 to 1928, is
necessary. As we have pomted out earher, the Indian dele-
gates to the Third World Congress of the CI (1921) were
for the first time hsted as from the CPI and this can only
be on the basis of the temporary affiliation ‘granted to the
emgre CPI formed in Tashkent. In 1922 when communist
groups came into existence mn India Roy tried to get their
representatives to come to the CI (lus letter to Dange,
Ashleigh’s visit, etc.). When this effort failed Roy tried to
get Indian comrades to come to Europe for a conference
with him for the same purpose This was in 1923. But this
effort also did not succeed because of the arrests prepara-
tory to the Cawnpore Conspiracy Case and because of the
actual case launched in April-May 1924, ie. just on the
eve of the Fifth Congress. Since the Kanpur Conference
(December 1925) Roy insisted that the Central Executive
which had then come into eustence should adopt a resolu-
tion deciding to affiliate the Indian party to the CI and
making an application to that effect. The Central Executive
responded to this suggestion of Roy in the form we have
given above. Without saying any thing about the affiliation,
the Constitution adopted creates and maintains a bureau
which is to keep in constant touch with the CI and other
CPs.

This article on the “Foreign Bureau” in the Constitution
adopted by the Central Executive in May 1927 nieans full
acceptance of the principle of affilsation to the CI by the
Eany in India. This is proved by the fact that when at the

eginning of 1929, before the Meerut arrests, a_draft Con-
stitution of the underground CPI was made, defining the
party as the section of the CI and mentioning the prnci-
ple of the dictatorship of the proletariat in the preamble,
that draft contains the identical article on the Foreign
Bureau, word for word (Meerut Records, Exhibit P 416/7),
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It is important to note that Roy was insisting that the
party formed in India should take the decision 1n its Cen-
tral Executive to affiliate to the CI, He did not consid§r
that the affiliation given to the CPI formed in Tashkent is
ipso facto transferred to the party formed in India. This

ccame particularly necessary because at the Kanpur Com-
mumst Conference convencd) by Satyabhakta, there was a
strong trend of “national communism”, Satyabhakta and his
colleagues were saying that the CPI should be 3 party of

the conference did nof pass any resolution about CPI
afﬁhating itself to the CI, the groups which were already
maintaining relations with the CI' dominated the CEC
elected at the conference.

But the speeches and statements of Satyabhakta at fhe
time of the conference had “made a bad impression
abroad”, When Ro got full reports of all that had hap-
pened at Kanpur, Ke wrote as above and asked the. n_e\t
meeting of the CEC to Pass a resolution ahout affiliation
and he sent the draft about the “Foreign Bureau”. Inclusion
of that para in the amended form in the GPI Constitution
at the Bombay meeting of the CEC in May 1927 has the
full force of the decision to affiliate, despite the words.“

The same meeting adopted a resolution saving: “The
CPI desnes, that a delegation composed of Comrades
A Bagerhatta, Muzaffar Ahmad, R, §. Nimblkar to tm\?l
to Great Britain angd the continent to study labour condi-
tions in those countries, The delegation shall submut a
report to the party.” Thig again confirms that the CEC was
desirous of sending a delegation to establish direct contact
with the CI to formalise the question of affliation. Of
course puthing it in that harmless way would never have
got the comrades mentioned in the resolution passports to
£0 abroad from the British government. They had to go
llegally, 1f they wanted to 80, but that did not materialise
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iy
idea arose because of the wrot 1@%& ha{'the
Hagh Court Judge had said in his’) e Cawn-

pore Gase. He had said that propaganda of communism
spso facto was not illegal. He said the accused m the case
were convicted because they were conspiring to overthrow
Brtish rule m India. Satyabhakta’s illusions about Jegalism
arose out of his economism. He failed to see that commu-
nist propaganda and the organisation of workers and
peasants for their political class demands could not be
separated from the main task of the CP at the time, viz to
work for complete independence, for the overthrow of
British rule over India. Communists who came to the con-
ference were clear on this point. They came there to see
that the CPI is not captured by bogus people in the name
of holding a legal conference. Besides they also wanted to
probe the possibilities of functioning the party legally, Thus
question was discussed systematically in the communist
press after the Cawnpore Case. It was raised in Bagerhatta’s
open letter to M. N. Roy published in The Socialist,
Vol. II, No. 88, 21 September 1924. Roy replied to it in
detal in a letter from Zurich of 22 October 1924. The reply
made it clear that while we fully utilise all legal possibili-
ties of work, the CPI as such has to work and function
illegally, while forming such broad parties as workers and
peasants’ parties to fight for raising the struggle for inde-
pendence to a militant and revolutionary plane.

At Kanpur in 1925 even the communists to a certain
extent were affected by the legalist illusion Muzaffar
Ahmad in one of his earlier works has made a self-cniticism
to that effect though in the latest book Myself and the CPI
he puts it all on the head of Dange, who was not even pre-
sent in Kanpur, being then in jail.

In his pamphlet Communist Party of India—Years
Formation, (1921-1933) published in August 1959 (NBA,
Calcutta), Muzaffar Ahmad wrote about the Kanpur Con-
ference as follows:

““We brought together the communists of various places
in the countrv and constrtuted for the first time the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of India in the Kanpur
Conference itself. The conference was held openlv, There-
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fore the committee was also constituted openly For this
we had to face plenty of crticism both at home and abroad
We deserved this critiism But there was no other way
either Had we not jomned the conference at Kanpur, Satya
bhakta’s separate commumst party would have consider-
ably hindered our work 1 the i}l'lture" (p 20, emphasis
added) ‘When the first Central Commuttee of the Com
munist Party was constituted 1n Kanpur, Comrades § V
Ghate and Janakt Prasad Bagerhatta became jomt secre-
tanies” (p 21)

But the same Muzaffar Ahmad, now after the spht, the
Iugh priest of the anti-Dange slander campaign under the
banner of the CPM, attacks the CPI for stiching to the
agreed decision of the united party that the foundation date
of the party should be the date of the formation of the first
Central Commuttee of the party at the Kanpur Conference
(26 December 1925) Tlus 1s what he wrtes about the
Kanpur Conference now, n his latest book

‘Anyway, I think the Commumst Conference 1n Kanpur
was a disgraceful affair After the three communist conspt
racy cases in Peshawar and the Kanpur Commumst Con-
spiracy Case, how could one think of tracm% the foundation
of the Communist Party to the farce staged by Satyabhakta?
We, some of us, formed—rather were forced to form—a
commttee 1 Kanpur Satyabhakta tarmshed the name of
the Communist Party If Satyabhakta had not contrived his
farce, the Commumst Party would have been an under-
ground orgamsation and Dange perhaps would not have
jomned 1t” (Ilud, page 413)

The counterpoising of the two paragraphs speaks for
itself No further comment 15 needed here Muzaffar's earlier
paragraph corresponds to our earlier common understand
ing and we stll stand by it Legalst allusions at the con-
ference were reflected 1n the resolutions adopted there,
especallv 1 the following resolution

‘That the conference resolves that the Labour Kisan
Party of Hindusthan be dissolved and the Labour Kisan
Gazette be the organ of the Party ” (Meerut Records,
Exhibit D 874/22)

All this was corrected 1n the subsequent meetings of the
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CEG, particularly in the meeting held on §1 May 1927, ta
which we have referred to earlier. In the Annual Report
{pp. 15-14) the relationship between the CPI and the
workers’ and peasants’ parties being formed in different
provinces is correctly put:

“The Communist Party of India approves of the pro-
gramme laid down by the workers’ and peasants” parties
of Bengal and Bombay and Rajputana and enjoins the
members to work on this programme. The members shall
try to form similar organisations where such da not exist.”

This meeting also reconstituted the CEC. Comparing the
CEC elected at Kanpur with the one reorganised in Bom-
bay (May 1927) we find that Azad Sobhani, Satyabhakta,
Balaram Chaubey, Radha Mohan Gokuljee, Ramachandra
and Kameshwar Rao are dropped and in their places are
taken S. A. Dange (then stil in jail), Abdul Hn{;m, Gaur
Rahaman (Darveshi), S. N. Tagore (Saumyendra Nath
Tagore) and S. M. Mistrv. S. V. Ghate is general secretary
and S. M. Mistry treasurer. S, A. Dange is in the presidium
together with Muzaffar, Gaur Rahaman, K. S. Iyengar and
Bagerhatta. In the Executive besides these are Singaravelu,
Hasrat Mohani, R, S. Nimbkar, M. A. Majid, K. N. Jogle-
Lar, S. N. Tagore, Abdul Halim and S, D. Hussain (Lalore),
Ganacani, Mehnatkash and Kranti are listed as “organs
(nonofficial)”. Significantly, neither Kirti nor Xirti-Kisan
Party (Punjab) is mentioned. Another significant fact is
that Saumyendra Nath Tagore is listed as member of the
CEC. According to Muzaffar Ahmad, S. N, Tagore “remain-
ed in the Workers' and Peasants’ Party from January 1926
to April 1927. Meanwhile he had also joined the Commu-
nist Party of India” (The CPI and Its Formation Abroad,
. 158). In the same place Muzaffar also states that S. N,
Tagore left for Europe in April 1928. Later he appeared
in Moscow at the time of the Sixth World Congress of the
CI and was clected delegate to that congiess. We will
come to this point presently; here we only want to state
that Muzaffar Ahmad nowhere mentions that S, N. Tagore
was elected to the CEC of the CPI in May 1927, though
t}liﬁ could not take place without Muzaffar’s recommen-
dation.

s
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After this long digression about the developments in the
communist movement in India between 1024 and 1928 1t
us quote how the same situation is summed up in the report
of tho CI—CI Between the Fifth and the Sixth Congress®
We are only quoting relevant generalisations from a 14.p§g:
printed report in the abovenamed volume. After 'sulf,m“l;’la
up the “cconomic position”, the “political situation’, ¢
policics of the bourgeoisie, and the class struggle in In .“
m the aibies and in rural areas, the report goes on 10 53y:

“The problem of the organisation of a genu 'Commllt
nist Party as the vanguard of the proletariat, which mus
be the leader of the national revolution, is still to be solve "
Simultaneously with the attempt to form a legal Communis
Party, there appeared in the various provinces a number 0
workers’ and peasants’ parties in which communist groups
have taken a part. Growing originally as leftwing organisa:
tions within the Indian National Congress, these partics
have since acquired an independent status as se]f-coutal_l‘g7
political parties. Of the four WPPs formed during 192"1‘1‘
those of Bengal and Bombay alone have been politicalv
active and have given themselves certain organisationd
shape. The Bengal WPP (originally called the Labour-Swaral
Party) was formed at the end of 1927 and has already he
three annual conferences. Its policy is formulated in £1¢
report of the Executive Committee of the Bengal WPI;
;ubmitted to the last annual conference held in March-Apn

928.”

About the Bombay WPP the report said that it bas
“succeeded in acquiring a predomnant influence’ among
the large industrial proletariat of Bombay. It was by its
iitiative in organisation that 30,000 workers of Bombay
assembled i a separate political ~demonstration with
revolutionary slogans on the occasion of the Simon Com-
mission to India and in connection with the national
campaign of boycott against the commission.” ;

About the stnke wave in 1927-28 and the emergence O
the red-flag (class-conscious) unions, the report says:

“It is, however, in connection with the present strihes
that both the Bengal and Bombay PP have shown them-
selves to be in the closest contact with the industrial prole-
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tanat m big centres Both m the ralway strke m Bengal
and the textile stnke n Bombay, the members of the WPP
have not only taken the most active part n orgamsing
strihe action but have also gamed the enthusiastic confi-
dence of the workers to the extent of being chosen by them
as their leaders m preference to the bourgeos reformists
who have up till now led the trade union movement .

“A conference 15 now bemg convohed where the existing
WPPs propose to form themselves into an All-India
Workers and Peasants’ Party ”

As we see from these formulations and from the report

as a whole, the CI was accurately seized of the situation m
India This 1s not at all surpnismg The cordon samiawe so
to speah, which the Bntish impenalists sought to clamp
round India to 1solate 1t from the international working-
class and communist movement had broken down, thanks
to the upsurge of the working class and peasant movement
m Indiv atselt mn the latter haif of the twenties In hundreds
of mass meetings of strlhing workers and demonstrating
peasants 1n all the centres of struggles throughout the
country the message of the October Sociahst Revolution
and 1its sigmficance for India’s freedom struggle were being
openly preached The same was bemng done by Krants
(Marathi), Gangrant (Bengal), Krantikari (Hindi), Kirta
(Punjaby), Mehnathash (Urdu), Pyam ¢ Mazdur (Urde) m
prnt week by week Mirajhar and Spratt who were bemg
prosecuted for the pamphlet India and China caling for
sohdanty with China’s hiberation struggle nd to which
SaMlatvalt wrote a one-lme foreword askng “my Indian
fnends to do hhewise”, were declared “not guilty” by the
jury, thus quashmg the prosecution launched by the
government The two British commumsts, Bradley and
Spratt, who did not Inde their adherence to the inter-
national commumist movement, were funchonmg semi-
openlv 1n worhing class and commumst movement in
1927-28 But the Pubhe Safety Bl bemng forged to get
such “undesirable” Bntish citizens expelled was at least
for the time hemg blocked by the bold action of the then
spraher of the Central Assembly, Vithalbha Patel

Inspiced by this worhers’ and peasants’ mass upsurge,
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youth leagues and Congress leftwing were demanding a
new round of national struggle for independence, which
was in the offing. British business in India was demanding
drastic action against working-class and communist leaders
and the British government was preparing for roundup of
these for a new conspiracy case to smash this left move-
ment before the national struggle started.

On a world plane, the communist movement was getting
a bioad mass base in the world working-class movement
as well as in the freedom movement of the oppressed
peoples. The first conference of the League against Impe-
nialism, symbolising this militant unity in the spirit of
Lenin’s slogan, “Workers and oppressed peoples of the
world, unite!” was being held in Brussels in February 1927.
The Indian National Congress had sent Jawaharlal Nehru
as its official delegate to this conference. The veteran Indian
revolutionary Virendranath Chattopadhyaya (now for years
in exile abroad) was the general secretary of this league.
Among Indian students and Indian national revolutionaries
abroad the trend towards communism was growing,

It was in this situation that the Sixth World Congress
of the Communist International was convened by the ninth
plenum of the ECCI meeting in February 1928. The con-
gress was to meet in July 1928, The leading comrades in
India knew in the beginning of 1928 that the Sixth Congress
of the CI was to be held in the autumn. They also knew
that M. N. Roy was no longer in the leading bodies of the
CI nor was he at the headquarters of the organisation. Roy’s
articles on India continued to appear in the Inprecor up fo
March 1929. But comrades in India knew in the early months
of 1928 that “Roy was all but actually ousted” (Muzaffar
Ahmad, Ibid., p. 453). From the same reference one can
conclude that leading comrades in India had advance
information of the coming Sixth Congress of the CL This
is not surprising, Despite the customs cordon of the Butish
Indian police, issues of Inprecor were shpping in and Spratt
and Bradley, who were already functioning in the Indian
movement at the time, were also in close touch with the
CPGB. All the same the partv does not seem to have made
an effort to send any official delegates This was probably
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because of the heavy pressure of the mass npsurge of strike
struggles and the difficulty of releasing responsible comrades
for the yob. However when towards the end of the year
Inprecor issues carrying the reports of the congress began
to arrive, it was noticed that a number of Indian delegates
were not only present but their speeches at the congress
were reported.

SIXTH CONGRESS OF THE CI
17 July to 1 September 1928

The congress met from 17 July to 1 September 1928.
According to the official hustory of the CI recently published,
there were 532 delegates representing 57 Communist and
Workers' Parties and organisations like the RILU, Inter-
national Workers’ Relief, and the YCL at the congress. The
total affiliated membership was given by the credential com-
mittee as 17 lakhs 99 thousand, of which 12 lakhs 10 thousand
were accounted for by the CPSU(B). The proceedings of
the congress are found in various issues of Inprecor, Volume
VIII, No. 39 of 25 July 1928, reported that Sikandar Sur from
India was included in the presidium as well as his speech
greeting the congress. No 44 of 3 August 1928 gives another
speech by Sikandar Sur and one by Raza, both from India.
In No. 55 of 25 August 1928 the speech by Mahmud (India)
is reported. Another speech by Sikandar and also by Raza
are reported in No 61 dated 11 September 1928. Stll
another speech by Sihandar and one by Narayana are given
in No. 66 of 25 September 1928. One of the main reports
on “The Revolutionary Movement w the Colonies and Semi-
colonies” by Otto Kuusinen is given in No. 68 of 4 October
1928 along with two co-reports on the same subject: one
by Ercoli and another by Sikandar Sur. There were further
speeches on the report, those by Narayana and Clemens Dutt
(India}—these are given in No. 76 of 80 October 1928.
Speeches by Raza and Sihandar are found in No. 78 of 8
November 1928, At the conclusion of the debate on the
colonial report there were declarations bv Luhani and
Sikandar Sur which are printed in No. 81 of 21 November
1928. The English translation of The Theses on the Revolu-
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tionary Movement wn the Colonles and S I was
published 1n full in No 88 dated 12 December 1928

According to authentic information got recently from the
Institute of Marmism-Lemmsm of the CC, CPSU, there were
three Indian delegates with decisive vote and three others
at the Sixth Congress Their “names’ have been listed as
follows

With Deciswoe Vote Others

1 Sikandar Sur 1 Clemens Dutt
2 Raza 2 Mohammad Al
8 Spencer (?) 3 ?

Indian delegates who spoke at the Sixth Congress accord-
g to Inprecor were (1) Sikandar Sur, (2) Raza, () Nara-
yana, (4) Mahmud, (5) Clemens Dutt, (6) Luham Of these,
Mahmud (Mohammad Aly), Clemens Dutt and Luham are
real names All these three were working under the Eastern
Bureau of CI at that fime Mohammad Al: and Clemens
Dutt were members of the Foreign Bureau of the CPI
together with M N Roy This Foreign Bureau formed bv
Roy and wluch was functioning under the Eastern Buret
of the ECCT probably ceased to east after the Sixth Con
gress (at the end of 1928) The article regarding the Foreign
Bureau as we have powted out earlier existed m the draft
Constitution of the CPI (1929) prepared by the leading
‘Meerut comrades” just before their arrest The pomt here
1s that Luham seems to have stepped mto the plce of
M N Roy and these thrce were the delegates at the Sith
Congress on behalf of the Eastern Bureau (Incia)

This leaves the threc with decisive vote, hemg pseudo-
mms—and these are those who came secretly from Indi
to attend the congress It 1s well known that though the
CPI sent no official delegates Shaukat Usmam together
with three Muhapr commumists left Indin secretls and
without the Inowledge of the patv, and some of them
were admitted as delegates from India Tt 15 also well known
that Sikandar Sur 1s Shawkat Usmamt Tt is also known
that Saumvendra Nath Tagore who was in Moscow from
the middle of 1927, was also n delegate at the Congress and
Naraana 1s Saumyvendra Nath
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About Shaukat Usmani and his colleagues we have two
versions from Muzaffar Ahmad. In his Communist Party of
India and Its Formation Abroad (p. 94) he writes:

“It was on the eve on the congress that Shaukat Usmani,

Muhammad Shafiq, Habib Ahmed Naseem and Masood Al
Shah reached Moscow. There was hardly any time for
serutiny of their credentials. Besides it is very likely that
the leaders of the Communist International were extreme-
Iy happy to sce dclegates arriving from India. Thus all
our were given the status as delegates, perhaps Habib
Ahmed Naseem represented India at the Young Commu-
nist International. It was long after the Sixth Congress was
over that news reached regarding the spurious character of
their credentials.”

In his latest book Myself and the GPI (pp. 449-50)
Muzaffar gives hus revised version of the same in the fol-
lowing words:

“Usmani and party reached Moscow just when the Sixth
Congress of the Communist International was about to
commence. Everybody was glad to see them, for it was the
first time that an Indian delegation had travelled all the
way from India to Russia in this manner to attend any
congress of the Communist International. The delegates
had not only heaps of credentials with them, they were
also known ‘persons. Shaukat had been released after sery-
ing his term of conviction in the Bolshevik Couspiracy
Case. His name was recorded in the register of the Com-
munist International. Muhammad Shafiq was the first
secretary of the emigrant section of the Communist Party
of India, which was still a section of the Communist Inter-
national. Shaukat Usmani and Shafiq were accepted as
delegates to the Sixth Congress of the Communist Inter-
national and the other two were possibly sent to the Con.
gress of the Young Communist International. As for Shay.
kat Usmani, he was even elected to the Presidium of the
Sixth Congress.”

This second version is more accurate. We know from
other sources that Raza is Mohammad Shafig, So st appears
that Shaukat Usmani and Mohammad S}mﬁq e ﬂllpt‘wo
of the three delegates with decisive vote, Wh 5 “Eprncer™?
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Is he Luham or Saumyendra Nath Tagore? According to
Muzaffar Ahmads chapter, Saumyendra Nath Tagore's
Illegal Boohlet'” m his The Communust Party of India and
Its Formation Abroad (p 167), S N Tagore was still stay
g Moscow when the Sixth Congress of the CI held 1ts
session  He was allowed into the Congress as a delegate
but without votng nights, that 1s to say, he could make
speeches but could not cast his vote” Taking for granted
Mugzaffar’s information that S N Tagore (Naravana) was a
delegate without vote or with consultative vote (1e nght
to make speech) 1s correct then ‘Spencer’ must be Luhant
The fact that Luhamt made - declaration at the congress
after the discussion on the colomal report mny be taken as
a proof that he was a delegate with a decisive vote
So the position 1s that the three Indian delegates with
decisive vote at the Sith World Congress of the CI were
Shaukat Usman:, Mohammad Shafiq and Luham wlile
those with consultative vote were Clemens Dutt, Moham-
mad Al and § N Tagore But the delegation that went
from India was not a delegation from the Communist Party
of India nor had 1t a mandate from the party This became
known 1n Moscow after the congress ended nd even after
Shaukat Usmami left for India He armived m India m
December 1928 and appeared openly m Calcutta when the
Furst All Indin Workers” and Peasants Conference was
holding 1ts sessions So 1t 1s necessarv to find out and record
what action was taken subsequently and what was the
Inter history of the members of this socalled delegation
Furst let us bnefly summanse what Muzaffar Ahmad says
about this n Ius latest book and mostlv 1n his own words
Attempts, of course, were bemg made to collect infor-
mation from Indin about these delegates By the time we
recerved a cryptic telegram from London 1 Caleuttr and
sent also a siularlv cryptic repls, the Sixth Congress had
ended e informed that delegates, without a single excep
tion, had gone with forged credentinls and there was on¢e
F—uspiscu)ms character among them, the rest beng fools
450
p"Accordm;; to Ryt Mnhendra Pratap, he had seen
Shafiq, Habib and Al Shah gong about together 1n Moscow
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even in April, 1929: they used to stay at Hotel Look”
(p. 451).

PAgain quoting Mahendra Pratap’s letter to him (Muzaf-
far), he says: “one day at the dead of night one of these
three was awakened and taken away to an unknown place
and nothing had been heard of him since. The Soviet go-
vernment must have found out that Masood Ali Shalk was
a British spy and he must have been taken to the place of
evecution that night” (p 450).

Towards the end of 1932, when the Meerut Case hear-
ings had ended and the judge was writing the judgement—
at” that time Shaukat Usmani received a letter from
M. Shafiq. This was sometime “m the latter half of 1932”
(p. 451), Muzaffar Ahmad savs he had read that letter-
“The contents, as far as I can remember, were as follows:
Shafiq had landed the previons day, he had come vin
Europe (whether it was via London, I cannot remember).
Shafig had written further. “What's the good of vour under-
going so much trouble? The affiliation of the Communist
Party of India with the Communist International has been
kept in abeyance’” (p. 452).

Muzaffar 'says, he does not know how Shafiq returned to
India and what happened to him in Moscow between April
1929 and 1932. He does not know what happened to Habib.
As for Masood Ali Shah, he says, quoting Mahendra
Pratap’s letter, he “was sentenced to death”.

Muzaffar Ahmad puts together all the known evidence to
prove that Masood Ali Shak was a British agent and adds
somethmg new. This new evidence is photostat of papers
preserved in the India Office, London, which fs a confiden-
tial report of the British intelhgence officer attached to the
British commercial mission in Moscow, sent to Lord
Curzon, forefgn secretary of the Bntish government from
1919 to 1924. From these papers one learns that Masood
contacted this British intelligence officer in Moscow as well
as two other British officers in Berlin, gave them his code
name as a British agent and said he knew Cecil Kaye, then
DIG, CID in India, and made them a report {pp. 445-46).
Muzaffar does not give the date of these papers but from
the fact that the report includes the statement that Masood
3
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was at the Fourth Congress of the CI (5 November to
5 December 1922) and from the fact that the communi-
cation js addressed to Lord Curzon as foreign secretary it
must be sometime in early 1923, Nalini Gupta m hs state-
ment to the police after his arrest on 27 Dccember 1923
confirms the fact that Ali Shah was at the Fourth Congress
(quoted by us earlier).

Muzaffar Ahmad reaches three conclusions:

(1) Usmam knew that Masood was a suspicious character
and still he decided to go with him because he thought
that once in Moscow, “he would snuff out the party in
India at one breath” (p. 444) and if possible oust M. N. Roy
and step into the vacancy (p. 458). "

(2) But Roy was already “all but actually ousted” and
Shaukat Usmani “would have been in danger if he had not
run away hurriedly” (p, 453). After returning “he surrender-
ed to the party through me. .. ‘I'll, Usmani said ‘submit 0
whatever punishment you may give me. Send me to work
in some village’” (p. 449).

(8) At the meeting of the Communist Party of India
held in December 1928, at the time of the All-Ind
Workers' and Peasants’ Party Conference, “Usmants
actions in going to Moscow with forged credential in viola-
tion of party directions were not discussed. Everything was
buried on the consideration that he had prayed for pardon
immediately after his return. How weak was our party at
that time! But it was decided at the party meeting that
Shaukat Usmani should choose his place” of work with
Lahore as the centre” (pp. 452-53).

That Masood Ali Shah7 was a British agent is a well-
established fact. Apart from plenty of other evidence the

7. Later the actual document referred to was located by the wnter in
the National Archives of India. It is in the Home Department Fohtical
File of 1924, No. 115, the “subject” noted on st 35 “Report of Syed Masud
Al Shah on the Dolshevik Actwities 1n India® It consists of two secret
d hes addressed to Marquess Curzon of the Brush Foreign Office,
London, from the British Commercial Mission m Moscow. They are dated
2 January 1923 and 10 January 1923 respectively. These letters 8ro
reports made by the intellgence official in the British Mission an Mos-
cow of what Al Shah told hum when he (Al Shah) contacted the mission
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3

photostat of the India Office documents winch Muzaffar
Ahmad quotes perfunctonly without giving dates ete 1s
quite conclustve But there are more facts which Muzaffar
has not mentwned There are also contradichions i the
facts mentioned by Muzaffar Muhapr fellow travellers of
Masood bad suspected ham, as Muzaffar says Masood was

in person 01 27 December 1922 and 4 January 1923 The relevant facts
winch emerge from Al Shahs statcment as gren 1 these letters are as
follows

Sved Masud Ab Shah was i one of the Muhapr batches which crossed
from Afghunstan mto Sovict Russit i September 1920 He was 1n
“Tashkent Military School bLetween Tebruary to April 1821 He returned
2o India via Tersa on IS5 Decumber 1921 He ogan left India in June
1922 and reached Moscow in July 1922 travellmg by land route via
Tehran In Tebran he contacted Capt Rankine

On 21 August he left Moscow for Berlin and on 13 September he saw
Major Green at Wilhelmstrasse who directed lum to Major Folly (7),
through shom he recewed on 14 October a telegram from India remitt
ang, one hundred pounds

From Berln he returned to Moscow where he attended the 4th Con
gress of the CI (5 November to 5 December 1922) In Moscow he was
1o be contacted by someone as the contact farled he contacted the
Brtish Mission on 27 December 1822 He produced before the offical of
the same delegate cards for the 4th Congress of the CI and for the Con
gress of the Young Commumist International issued in his own name He
(Al Shab) told official that his 1dentification word was “Bellmount” and
he referred to “his relations with Col haye”

By the tume Al Shah contacted the Brntish Mission 1 Moscow a second
time on 4 January 1922 the official had transmitted the facts given by
All Shah to the Bntish intelligence official in Berhn who i an un
numbered telegram dated 4 January 1922 confirmed all these facts

In his second vint Ali Shah told the official that Roy had mstructed
Tum esther to stay in Mascow or to retumn to India with a group of
Indians whch was gomng back via Persia But Al Shah was keen on
gowng to Berlin where he said a conf of Tnd an called
by Roy was to meet His difficulty was that on the Persian passport sup-
pled to fum through Roy the German consulate 1n Moscow was refus
g ln visa That s why Al Shah bad contacted the British Mission a
second time

The most revealng thimg are the handwntten remarks by Lt Col Cecl
Raye (D rector Central Intelligence Government of Indi) mn which haye
expresses hs dissatisfaction that All Shahs real neme 15 mentoned n
fles He adds Al Shah 1s already 2 suspect among Roys followers and
hopes that he (Ali Shah) 15 able to get away (from Moscow) before the
susprcion becomes a certamty
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not arrested when he came back sometime in 1921 and
went back to Moscow 1n 1922, Usmanij in a letter to Roy
dated 15 February 1923 refers to Ali Shah thus: “They
(imperialists and bourgeoisie) send lackeys, henchmen m
our organisation. .. They come in guise of Mustafa Saghirs,
Al Sahaks, Roys and R. Bhattacharyas...These plague
germs must be butchered...and ruthlessly. No ecompro-
mise. No mercy...” This was Exlubit.No. 43 in the Cawn-
pore Conspiracy Case and was quoted in part in the
Sessions Court judgement and Usmani has given a lengthier
quotation from the same in his unpublished autobiography
from which we have quoted above.

That Masood went back to Moscow again in 1922 Is
known to us from three sources: (1) Nalini Gupta’s state-
ment to the police dated 27 December 1923 (N.A T, quOfEd
earlier), (2) Cecil Kaye’s account in Communism in India,
1924-27, page 19, (8) photostat of India Office papers quot-
ed by Muzaffar Ahmad. Nalini Gupta says: “I met only Al
Shah who retumned to Berlin from India via Persia an
Moscow after I was there. I learnt from him that he visited
Bengal and other parts of India and got into touch with
several Congress leaders and labour agitators.” He says
further: “The Indians who attended the Congress (Fourth
Congress of CI, 5 November to 5 December 1922— A.) are
myself, Al Shah, M. N. Roy and two delegates who came
from India () and belonged to the Ghadr Party.” Accord-
mg to India Office papers, Masood was simultaneously
keeping in touch with Brtish intelligence officers both in
Moscow and Berlin in 1922 These papers are as a communi-
cation addressed to Lord Curzon who was foreign secre-
tary only up to the end of 1923, Now Cecil Kaye states
that “Roy Kad received letters from India denouncing
Masood as a spy”. This is quite correct. We have quoted
Usmani’s Jetter to Roy. But did Roy take action on this
information? We think he did not and Cecil Kaye’s account
that “Masood was arrested and imprisoned and later
managed to escape” etc. seems to be totally false Muzaffar
also does not believe it.

From 1922 onwards we do not have any record of Al
Shah's movements till 1925 end. Towards the end of 1925
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S. V. Ghate recalls that. Masood Ali Shah contacted him
and told him he had just come from abroad and showed
him a brief identification letter signed by Evelyn Roy wnt-
ten on his cuffsleeve on the inside. The communication said
that he should be taken to the Kanpur Conference which
was to be held at the end of December 1925 and to which
Ghate was preparing to go. Ghate suspected him but
because of the letter, which he identified, he asked him to
accompany him to Kanpur and to be at the station at the
appomted time. Ghate says, Masood did not turn up and
he did not hear of lum till after one year or more. In 1926
Masood Ali Shah again sought out Ghate and met him
somewhere in the open and insisted on talking to Ghate,
who did not want to do anything with him. But Masood
would not leave him and said- “I must tell you about
myself. My father is a great friend of Petigara who was
then DIG, CID and had asked me to do what he (Petigara)
tells me. That is how I got into this.” This is the gist of
what Masood told him in 1926, Ghate recalls. Ghate says,
e informed this to leading comrades and to Usmani after
he came out of jail in 1927.

Shaukat Usmani would probably deny that he got this
information from Ghate before he decided to go with
M. Shafig, Habib Ahmad and Ali Shah to Moscow in the
beginning of 1928. But even if Usmani had kept in mind
the full significance of what he had himself written to Rov
about Ali Shah in 1923 he would not have launched on that
journey. Usmani, in his latest unpublished autobiographical
manuscript, does criticise himself for undertaking that
journey and says he protested to Shafiq about Masood Ali
Shah’s being included in the team and even threatened to
withdraw, but finally agreed to go accepting a milder ver-
sion of Ali Shah’s doings in the past which Shafiq gave
whitewashing Ali Shah’s real role. Let us quote Shaukat
Usmani’s own words:

“If I do not criticise and expose myself here, I would be
doing a great deal of harm to the young revolutionaries. T
fell in a bad trap. Shafiq pinned me down in a ve
awkward position. He inflicted the news that Masood Ali
Shah would be accompanying us. T was aghast with amaze-

Lt
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ment. I told him plainly that I would far better drop out...
T said, I would not go with Masood Ali Shah who had
darkened his past. But Shafiq disagreed with me and Habib-
supported him that Ali Shah was not at fault; it was M. N.
Roy’s instructions he had carried out in whatever he had
done.”

When Usmani argued, “Why go with a man who was
not welcome at Moscow”, Shafiq explained, “it was for f_"”
purposes of rehabilitating him with Moscow and exposing
Roy”. Usmani says: “I fell in against my will” because he
thought “the safe trip would vindicate Shah and fulfil my
long cherished desire to go back to Moscow”.

He concludes: “Yes, I should be frank enough to state
that I was wiong. I ought to have given up this trip fo'r a
better occasion. But what they call destiny was working
against me and sun of reputation had to set. My do\vn“{ard
course began with this agreement. I was in an eclipse
which had to take a long time to clear” (p. 190).

Shaukat Usmani gives a scrappy account of his own
experiences at the Sixth World Congress, who were all the
Indian delegates, what happened to Masood Ali Shal.l and
his other companions, what talk he had ith Comintern
leaders Dhefoic he left. But the following facts are recorded
by him in his unpublished work quoted above:

(1) Their journey commenced in June 1928 through Irar
and thev reached Moscow just on the eve of the opening
of the Congress on 17 July 1928.

(2) “Shafiq, Habib Ahmad and myself who had prison
terms to our credit were selected as. .. delegates to the
congress. .. I was pushed into the presidium of the Comin-
tern Congress and found myself seated third from Stalin.”8

(3) “Shafiq and Habib kept their word in handing over
Masood Ali Shal: to the Sovict. T do not kncw Ali Shah
fared well or bad. .. He had violated the Soviet law during
previous visit in 1923 (?) and he had admitted himself as
such. Different rumours about his fate prevailed during
our Meerut trial. T do not know anything about their truth
or otherwise™ (p. 190). .

B Alers mirmded
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(4) He had two private interviews one with Bukharin
and another with Stalin. He says, he communicated to
them the message of Indian revolutionaries (terrorists) who
wanted help for their “actions” to “blow up” the Simon
Commission while it was touring India. Reply in both the
cases was obviously negative; Bukharin told him “to inform
the revolutionaries to desist individual acts and prepare for
mass actions” (p. 194).

(5) Usmani writes, he “was offered a seat on the
Executive Committee of the Comintern. The seat was to be
temporary till the consent of the comrades from India was
obtained. I knew that the comrades who had opposed my
gomg away would vehemently oppose such a move...
hence refused the offer. ...I proposed to return. I was advis-
ed not to take such a step” (p. 194).

A little further, Usmani wrtes: *There were some
chances of my remaining on the Executive of the Com-
munist International.. . one gentleman (S. N. Tagore) from
Bengal in Moscow vehemently opposed my being elected
to the EC and because of this opposition organiseg by him,
I was offered a temporary seat on the Executive Committee
which I refused to accept and preferred to come back”
(p. 209).

“One gentleman (S. N. Tagore)” is Saumyendra Nath
Tagore, who as we had mentioned ealier was a delegate
with consultative vote at the Sixth Congress and whose
speech at the same is reported in Inprecor under the
pseudonym “Narayana”. Usmani never mentioned this fact
in his autobiography.

About the election of two members of the CPI to the
ECCI Muzaffar Ahmad says this in his CPI—Years of
Formation, 1921-1933:

“We leamt while our Central Committee was meeting®
that at the Sith World Congress of the Communist Inter-
national two of our party members were elected as alter-
natine members of the Evecutive Committee of the Com-
munist International This matter was also discussed in the

9 In December 1928 at the time of the conference of the AllIndia
Workers' and Peasants” Parts,



"Saumyendra Nath hag , genuine Passport but his cre-
dentia} letter wag dubious, for the signatory to it never knew
anything ahoyt 1t, let alope Signing it (The CPI and its
Formation, Abroggd, Pp. 167-68),

But Muzaffar bimself hag sent him enough credentials
which “helped him 2 great deal at the international Jevel”;

“In November, 1927 " the tenth anbiversary of the Russiaq
revolution yype celebrated, The Peasants and Workers
Party of Bengal hagd ap mvitation gent on behalf of the
Russian Rural Cooperatives, On my suggestion the Party
sent a yyire Intimating * (y,e Saumyendr, Nath Tagore
would Participate in y,g celebrations”pg the representative

ich ho g;

Nath Tagore was touring Europe i order to sty ly the
Working.clags movement. All g,;c kind of thing helped him
& great deal on the inrcmational lane” (Ihid, p- 164)

'S: .. in spj }) Whatever we giq for his
sake, he did 1ot truly haye the Hght to be our represen-
tative™, He points out inaccuracies in “his address to the
Sixth Congress of the Communyst Intemnationa)”, e reports
that “the Tepresentatives of " the Communist International
began 3 lengthy ang exhaustive discussion wigly him regard-
ing the Mmovement ip India ang the problems of party-
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building. They asked him to return to India and report back
to the party the discussions that had taken place” (Ibid.,
pp. 165.66).

S. N. Tagore did not return tl after s years or more.
He got the opportunity to study mn the International Lenin
School but dig not make good use of 1t. On his retum to
India in 1984, S. N. Tagore wrote a book Hitlerism or Aryan
Rule in Germany m which he stated “that the reasons for
Hitler’s emergence were the treachery of the German
Social-Democrats and the ‘fatal’ error ‘of the Communist
Party of Germany”. Comrade Abdul Halm criticised this
approach of the book, namely the criticism of the Communist
Party of Germany, 1n terms of the understanding of the
Commtern then It was after this difference of opinion that
S. N. Tagore left the Commumst Party of India.

Mugzaffar has written all this about S' N. Tagore in a sharp
cnhasm of the latter’s booklet, Historical Development of
the Communist Movement in India m the last chapter of his
book CPI and Its Formation Abroad. Like Shaukat Usmani,
$ N. Tagore was a delegate at the Siath Comintern Congress
without a proper authorisation from the party.

Shaukat Usmani retarned immediately, surrendered to the
party, admitted his mistake and began to work under the
party, was arrested and heavily sentenced in the Meerut
Case. It was only at the end of 1932 when he read Shafig’s
letter that his mind was unhinged and he began to act
erratically and in an antiparty way in jail and that is how
he came to he removed from the party.

But S. N. Tagore did not return immediately as he was
ashed to do, but only after five or six years. He found no
urge to take his place in the front of struggle which was
raging then in India in 1928 and in the early thirties, After
his return he left the party and his booklet mentijoned above
is ';m essay in antiparty slander under the guise of historical
notes.

If Shaukat Usmani went to Moscow and became a dele-
gate to the Sixth Congress without party permission or

authorisation, the same is not entirelv the case as far as
S. N. Tagore is concerned and Muzaffar must bear at Jeast
partly the responsibility for his being clected as a delegate.
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In the Meerut Case Records there are 18 letters addressed
by § N Tagore to Muzaffar and three by the latter to the
former The correspondence passed between them m the
penod from January 1927 to November 1928 As we have
pomted out above, Muzaffar humself admuts that the vanous
credentials sent to § N Tagore, who was then the General
Secretary of the Bengal Worlers’ and Peasants’ Party, b
hum at ‘the former’s request “helped him (S N Tagore)
considerably on the mternatonal p{’ane" So 1t 1s not surpns-
mg that S N Tagore was elected g5 a delegate to the Sixth
Congress of the CI 1n these eircumstances, when 1t was
evtremely difficult for Indian communnsts to get out of the
country Here was a General Secietarv of o Py ovincial WPP,
a member of the CPI and even a member of the CEC of
that Party and with letters and credentials from one of the
leading CEC members of the CPI Muzaffar has least reason
to be surprised that § N Tagore was elected as a delegate
to the World Congress The congress opened on 17 Julv
1928 S N Tagore made Ius contribution to the discussions
sometime 1 August 1928 These things were not immediate-
I known m India m these days But i September 1928
Muzaffar must have known that the congress had opened
In a letter dated 8 September 1928 Muzaffar Ahmad 1s

behalf enter a strong protest m our names There 15 plenty
of work to be done 1n Indin They have gone abroad to
do muschief  of the four men one 1s of a very suspicious
character That 1s not unknown n labour arrcles m Europe
(Meerut Records, P 1863 (T))
1S 15 an extract from the police translations of the

ongmal Bengalt letter sent by Muzaffar Ahmad from Bom
bay The police my have Kept a photo copv and let the
ongmal go as they used to do, m order to get more letters
as evidence

Inthis cise § N Tagore ma have recen od 1t some time
after the session ended (1 September 1928)—and this mav
be the reason why he opposed Usmani’s being nominated as
an alternate member to the ECCT This may or m1s not be
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true, but that 1s not the pomt we want to stress This
reference once agam shows that Muzaffar 1s wanting S N
Tagore to act as the accredited representatine of the CPI
with the CI authonties It 1s needress to labour the pont
any further Muzaffar humself admits  “My conduct vis a 15
Saumyendra Nath Tagore has been faulty, 1t was the
conduct of a goody-goody person, not of a revolutionary”
(CPI and Its Formation Abroad, p 163)

Such 1s the story of the Indian delegation to the Sith
Congress of the Commtern The speeches of the six dele-
gtes, three with decisive vote and three with consultative
vote, are reported 1 summary form in the issues of the
Inprecor from 25 July 1928 to 21 November 1928 There
are seven mterventions to the credit of Sthandar Sur, 1e
Shaukat Usmani, three to that of Raza 1e Mohammad
Shafig, two to that of Narayana, 1¢ Saumyendra Nath
Tagore, and one each to the credit of Mahmud (Mohammad
Al—Sipassi), Clemens P Dutt and G AK Luham Shaukat
Usman, as stated earher, was clected to the presidium and
as 1ts member he made a greetings’ speech to the assembled
delegates at the opening (Inprecor, Vol VIII, No 89, dated
25 July 1928), he made a co-report to Kuusmen’s report on
the Revolutionary Movement m the Colomes and Scmm-
colonies, and he made a declaration at the conclusion of the
debate on the above report (Inprecor, 4 October 1928 and
21 November 1928)

The plenary session of the Sith Congress concluded on
1 September 1928 but the Editorral Commssions set up for
the finahsation of the programme, the basic reports and
theses continued functioning thereafter For instance, the
Programme of the CI was published m Enghsh m Inprecor
dated 25 November 1928 wlich also published the Theses
on the International Situation and the Tasks of the CI The
Theses on the Revolutionary Movement m the Colomes and
Semucolomes was published on 25 December 1928 Thus last
document, briefly known as the Colomal Thesis of the Sixth
Congress’, so important for Indian communists m as much
as it gave -n ntegrated analyvsis of the strategy and tachies
of the national movement m dependent countries was not
availible m full text to Indian commumsts tll the earl-
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months of 1929 Extracts from the same where references
were made to India were howey cr put before the Calcutta
Central Commuttee meeting (December end 1928) by the
writer of thns article, who had armved from Berhn at the
begining of December 1928

As stated carlier M, N. Roy was not 1n Moscow when the
preparattons for Sixth Congress were going on  Both the
intenm report on India quoted earlier as well as the draft
‘Colonial Thesis” and Kuusmen’s report on the same were
drawn up without Iys articipation  On the eve of the
congress he appeared to have sent to the congress a lengthy
document meorporating lus views In the debate on the
draft - Colonial Thesis™ and Kuusinen’s report the socalled
theory of “decolonisation” attributed to M.'N Roy came up
for sharp cntiersm and repudiation This referred to the
view often expressed by Roy mn Ius wrtings that in the
mdustnabisation m India after the First World War, 1m-
perialism was making concessions to an nfluential section of
Indian 1ndustnial bourgeorsie and drawing 1t mto a jomt
partnership with British ampertahsm Suci an exaggerated
estimation of the mmpenalists’ allowing the development of
some ndustnes for their war-purposes could lead to both
reformist as well as sectaman deviations—to adventunst
overesumation of the role of the proletanat on the one hand
and to the oversimplified perspective of captuning  the
National Congress by petty bourgeors revolutionary  ele
ments The official hustory of the Communst International
says that some delegates at the congress held this wrong
view about the “decolomsing” role of impenahsm and

Reviewing the perspective of the revolutionary develop-
ments m China, India and 1n other oppressed colomes, the
congress stated that the revolutionary movement in these
<countries was 1n the bourgeois democratic stage and the
bourgeois democratic revolution i the colomes was
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directly linked up with their freedom struggle against
imperialist yoke.

The official history further states, that both in the dis-
cussion and in the theses, considerable time and space were
given to the role of the bourgeoisic 1n the national-libera-
tion struggle. It was stated in the theses that the national
bourgeoisie of the colonial countries does not adopt a
uniform attitude towards imperialism. A section of the
bourgeoisie serves directly the interests of imperialism and
takes up antinational and proimperialist position. “The
remaining portions of the native bourgeoisie, especially the
portion reflecting the interests of the native industry,
support the national movement and represent a special
vacillating, compromising tendency which may be desig-
nated as national reformism (or in the terminology of
the theses of the Second Congress of the CI, a bourgeois-
democratic tendency)” (Revolutionary Movement in Colo-
nics and Semicolonies, London, 1929, Modem Books Ltd.,
p. 24).

The congress warned that an underestimation of bour-
geois national rcformism, which is distinct from the
imperialist-feudal camp and everts influence on the mass of
the petty bourgeoisie, the peasantry and partly also on the:
working class, could lead to the isolation of the communists
from the masses of the working people. It is stated in the
theses that: “On the other hand, however, the demons-
trations of the bourgeois opposition against the ruling
imperialist-feudal bloc, even if they do not have any deep
foundation, can evert a certain _accelerating influence on
the process of the political awakening of the wide masses
of the toilers; the concrete open conflicts of the national-
reformist bourgeisic with imperialism, although of little
significance in themselves, may under certain conditions,
indirectly serve as the cause of the unleashing of even
greater 'revolutinnary mass actions” (Ibid., p. 81).

The official historv of the Cominten also points to
certain wrong and  contradictory formulations in  the
colonial theses which led to sectarian mistakes:

“At the same time the theses contained some wrong and
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contradictory apprasals of the strategy and tactics of the
national-hberation movement and about the rolo of the
national bourgeoisie Although the resolutions of the con
gress made a  distinchion between bourgears national
reformism and the impenalist-feuda] camp, its general esti-
mate of the role of the national bourgeorsie bore a sectanan
<haracter T'or mstance 1t has been stated 1n the course of
the theses that The national bourgeoisie has not the signi-
ficance of a force m the struggle agunst imeprialism’ (Ihid
Page 31) Further they proposed that 1t was ‘necessary to
reject the formation of any Il’\md of bloc between the Com
munist Party and the nationalist-refornust opposttion’
(Ibd, p 33)

‘Later, O W Kuusinen, speakng at the 20th Congress
of the CPSU, had stated that the appraisal of the role of
the national bourgeoisie of the colonial and semicolomal
countries made at the Susth Congress bore a certamn slant
towards sectarianism’* (The Commumst International—
A Short Historical Outline, German edition, Berhn, 1970,
Pp 344-45)

Before we conclude with the account of the unsuccessful
attempts to send 2 delegation from India to the Seventh
Congress of the Communist International (1935) which was
the last congress before its dissolution 1n 1943, we will denl
with certam developments anq events n the penod be
tween the Sixth and the Seventh World Congresses, both
1 India and in the Internitional whych throw hght on the
question of the affiliation of the CPI to the Of

In the debate on the Coloninl Thesis at the Sixth Congress,
not only the “theory of decolomsation” attributed to M N
Rov was sharph cnticised but also Roy by name In the
debate 1t Appears that the Bntish delegation (CPGB) wns
Tecused of taking a stand which amounted to a support to
the theory of decolomsation  There 15 2 declaration of the
Bntish delegation on the theses on the colonial question
which 15 on record (see Inprecor, Vol VIIT No 91, dated
22 December 1928) m which the accusation 1s repudiated
s baseless, and 1t 15 said that the “delegation hns decided
to vote against the Acceptance as a basis of the theses
moved by Comrade Kuusmen” The delegation further-
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more tabled an amendment to the theses which it requested
to be voted upon at the congress.

The Indian delegation, as it appears from their speeches
recorded in the Inprecor, took t}lenr stand not only against
the theory of decolomsation but supported in general the
draft colonial theses presented by Kuusmen Roy's organsa-
tional work m the outgoing ECCI does not seem to have
<come up for discussion at the congress. ITe was not elected
to the new ECCI on political grounds. India got two seats
on the ECCI and two names were proposed as recorded
by Muzaffar, but he does not say w?mt those two names
were. M. N. Roy was not cipelled at that tume. He
remained a2 member of the party and continued to function
in Berlin under the CP of Germany.

Roy's articles continued to appear i the Inprecor after
the congress was concluded on 1 September 1928, up to
March 1929. His article on “The Indian Constitution”
appeared in Vol. VIII, No. 54 of 24 August 1928, on “The
Indian National Congress” appeared in No. 91 of 27 Decem-
ber 1928, i ¢, on the eve of the Calcutta session. His articles
in 1929 published i Inprecor, ie. in Volume IX, are as
follows:

1. “The Ways of the Indian Revolution”, No. 4, 18 January
1929,

2. “Counter-revolution in Afghanistan”, No. 5, 25 January
929.

3. “The Conference of Workers” and Peasants Party of
India” (ie. on the AIWPP Conference held in Calcutta at
the end of December 1928), No. 6, 1 February 1929.

4. “The Heroic Struggle of the Indian Proletariat”, No. 8,
15 February 1929.

5. “The Bourgeoisic and the National Revolution in
India”, No. 9, 22 February 1929.

6. “Indian Communists m the Election Struggle” (Re
Muncipal election in Bombay, February 1929),” No. 12,
1 March 3929,

Thereafter Inprecor ceased to carry any more articles by
M. N. Roy. On 25 March 1929 Inprecor (Vol IX, No. 16)
camed one article by Paul Schubm on the same theme of
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the AIWPP Conference held at Calcutta, in which “Com-
rade Roy” was criticised, Payl Schubin was applying the
Suth World Congress line in appraising the results of the
Fust AIWPP  Conference, Roy ‘was being criticised for
tailing behind the Congress and the Independence League,
the line taken at the ATWPP Conference was supported, the
criticism of the Independence Leagye made at the confer-
ence as well as the offer of united front with the Independ-
ence League made there was welcomed,

After Inprecor stopped publishing Roy’s articles, he (Roy)
came out openly with his alliance with' the rightist opposi-
tion of Brandler and Thalheimer in the German Communist
Party and began to contrbute openly to their press. Thus
1t was that at the tenth plenum of the ECCI, M. N. Roy
came in for sharp criticism. He was accused of pursuing
“the opportunist policy of a bloc with national bourgeoisie
and “contributing to the press of Brandlerite renegades™. It
was stated at this plenam that “M, N, Roy had placed
himself outside the pale of the International” (Inprecor,
Vol. IX, No. 40, dated 20 August 1929),

EVENTS BETWEEN SIXTH AND
SEVENTH CONGRESSES

in its resolution called for ap Independent Democratic

led to the Congress pandal bore the banner “Long Live the
Socialist Soviet Republic” but the resolution of the ATWPP
Conference did not give a call for setting up Soviets.
Leaders were “lagging behind the consciousness of the
miasses™—was the implication of the criticism!
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But at the CEC meeting at Calcutta it was noted that the
Sixth Congress of the CI had stated with reference to India,
that the workers' and peasants’ parties were two-class
organisations, it could be a bloc which communists form
with revolutionary and democratic elements in the national
movements to galvanise the same but they could not replace
the Communist Party. “So the congress set before the Indian
communists as the most important task the unification of
all communist groups and the creation of an independent
and centralised party” (The Commumst International,
p- 345). What was emphasised, as quoted above, was the
strengthening of the party as a mass Communist Party, as
a centralised and organised mass force. It is mteresting to
note that the same official history records that on the eve
of the Sixth World Congress the process of the formation
of the communist movement in the East was characterised
by the increasing political maturity and the organised
nature of the labour movement. Concretising this the offcial
history of the Communist International states:

“In December 1925 the foundation conference of the
legal Communist Party of India took place, in April 1925
the foundation conference of the Communst Party of Korea
met and in the same year the first Marxist organisations
m Indonesia were formed” (Ibid., pp. 341-42).

At Calcutta, the Indian communist leaders discussed the
question of putting the Indian party on a sound organisa-
tional footing and subsequently some steps were taken to
implement the collective advice of the Sixth World Con-
gress, For instance we have in the Meerut Records a Draft
Constitution of the Communist Party of India (1929)
(Prosecution Exhibit, P 476/7).

This (draft) Constitution differs from the earlier consti-
tutions which we have referred to in three respects. The
present draft defines the Communist Party of India as a
section of the Communist International.10 Secondly, it calls
for organisation of fractions not only in the trade unions

10 And states es its ultimate object the establishment of socialism ... the
siezure of power by the working class and the establishment of the
dictatorship of the proletariat in d with the of the
Commiumst International. .

R oty

e
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but also in the workers’ and Peasants” parties and in the
Nationa] Congress, Tbirdly, it contains, word for word, the
same article on the “Foreign Burcay” contained in the pre-
VIous constitutions whicl, we have quoted earlier,

¢ clear-cut ang principled definition of the party and
1ts objective set fortly in this draft means that the party is
fo be ‘organised ang to function illegally, Secondly, it is
demarcated from the WPP \hyle 1 organised the same as

had allotted tyyq seats on the ECCI to Indig and the
Calcutta meeting had decideq to send one leading comrade
for the work, meant that an attempt was to be made to
Teorganise the machinery to keep in contact with the CI
in place of the one manned b Roy. This was now for the
first time to be realistically based on the Indian party
Organisation, which haq now become a sizable mass political
oree in the working-class and national-liberation movement

But the British imperialists haq s taken note of this
last fact ang they struck at the Party by a countrywide
arrest of the leadership of the Darty for the famous Meerut
Conspx'rat:y Case and this organisational work and the work
of applying the general line of the Sixth World Congress
to Indian conditions yyas distupted When the task was
taken up a Iigtle later, the left-sectarian slant inherent in
the guidelines of the “Colonjz] Thesis” of the Sixth World
Congress, coupled with the inexperience of the young leader-

party, landed the Party in a position i which it kept away
from the great national struggle of 1939 launched by
Mahatma Gandh;,

action. All the same, it set vast masses into motion and
infused in them the spirit of national revolution..om'
opposition to it not only isolated the Pparty from the national
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movement but also led to a split m our mass tiade unions
which were already facing the combmed offensive of vic-
timisation and police repression after the Meerut arrests.
We were virtually out of the Congress and tned to form
an Antimpenalist League as a nval orgamsation The
central trade-umon orgamsation had two successive splits
leaving the rump of a2 Red TUC m owm hands Our party
itself spht, though temporanly” (Commumst Party and
Indig’s Path to National Regencration and Socialism, by
G Adhikau, p 65)

It was from 1933 that pauty began carrecting its course
and tahing steps to 1cumfy its ranhs But 1t would be wrong
to conclude that 1t was all bleak 1n the years between 1929
and 1933 as far as the party was concerned The penod
ammedately following the Meerut arrests was a peiod of
strke struggles of textile and 1mlway workers Workers
were defending themselves aganst the offensive of wage-
<uts and retrenchment which the capitabsts had launched
to shift the burden of the depression of the early thirties
on to the shoulders of the workers Impenahsts had launched
masswve repression agamst mihitant trade umonists Despite
this repression, working-class cadres were bemng tramed.
Young Workers' Leagues were formed Communist Party
was tahing root among the worhers—in the Red-Flag-minded
wor)\mg-c%ass mass base created by the upsurge of 1927-28

Impenalist strategy was to crush the upsurge of militant
working-class struggles led by the commumsts which
preceded the natronal movement of 1930, to denounce the
former as antinational and as wstigated from abroad and
thus to deme a wedge between the two The mncorrect tac-
tics of the party in those davs—adientunsm m the trade-
umon feld, sectariamism and sclf-1solation from the national
struggle—came hands to the imperialists to attack the two
forees one by one

The basic policv of the partv at that tune was reflected

m the Workers” Weelly—which was the part’s central
organ and appeared from Januan 1930 to June 1930 when
1t was suppressed It was reflected m the Draft Platform of
Action of the CPI wlich was prepwred m the latter part
of 1930, first published 1 Inprecor, Vol X, No 5% dated
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16 December 1930 ang distributed at the time of the
Karach: session of the National Congress (March 1931) 1n
two or three languages

At Karachy, whep te Congress leadership had withdrawn
the struggle, to enghle Mahatma Gangh, to go to the Round
Table Conference anq where the leftwing ‘was mobilising
agamst compromse ang was demandmg a more radrcal pro-
gramme and ap mtensification of struggle, the Draft Plat
form had 4 good reception among the left Its cql] agamst
compromise, “1ts radica] antrimperialist and  antilandlord
Programme, its perspective of peasant stru%gles, general
strike and armeq UPTISING were in tune ], the radical Jeft
sentiments

But the Drafs Platform, takig the sectarian slant of the
Sixth Worlq Congress “Colomal Thesis” to its logical con-
clusion, had put forward 4 Programme and strategy which
could not enghle the party and the working class to play
an effective role 45 the national mdependence struggle but
only 1solate from the same 1 equated “complete m-
dependence” o the setting up of a Soyzet power and the
proclamation of the Indian Federation of "Workers’ and
Peasants’ Soyyer Republics 1¢ had denounced the national
bourgemsle as counter revolunonary, as virtually gone over
to the camp of 'mpenialism and denged the fact that 1t was

After the failure of the Second Round Table Conference
the national struggle was agam resumed In certain puts
of the country under jts mmpact the peasant masses were
gl amsed—stmgg]e was spreadmg m the vast country side
Though the national Ieaderslup was s
movement, to heep 1t ity the bounds of nonviolent
sityagraha, the leftwing elements ang the fighting masses
“ere surging forward to raise the tempo of the movement
A peasant upheayal seemed to gather momentum The fact
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bune of fullfledged anti-imperialist working-class propa-
ganda, explaining the role and the policy of the Communist
Party in Euildiug a united militant trade-union movement,
fighting peasant organisations and in revolutionising the
national independence movement, Though the statements of
individual communist leaders and their jomt general state-
ment were guided by the “Colonial Thesis” of the Sixth
World Congress and the Draft Platform (December 1930),
the keynote of their court declarations was the fight for umt-
ing the working class in militant trade unions, for building
anti-imperialist front by working inside the National Con-
gress to fight reformism, compromise and to revolutionise
the national independence movement. It is with this outlook
that the communist leaders made every effort possible
from inside jail to umfy the party outside They studied the
Pparty documents relating to the spht and formulated thz?xr
proposals for uniting the party on a pnncxp]ed basis for dis-
charging the abovenamed tasks.11 However, much could not
be achieved till most of the leaders were released, 1e till
towards the end of 1933 and the beginming of 1934.

The concern of the Communist International was express-
ed in the joint open letter of the CPs of China, Great Brtain
and Germany (Inprecor, Vol. X1I, No. 22, 19 May 1932) and
Tater in the open letter of the CC of the Communist Party
of China (Inprecor, Vol. XIII, No 51, 24 November 1933).
They were a help to the released communist leaders 1n ther
efforts to restore the unity of the party. At the begmmng of
1934 the party was unified by the setting up of a new pro-
visional CC and on the basis of the Draft Political Theses
which summated the experience of the struggles and adopt-
ed the demands of the Draft Platform of Action as'its
Pprogramme,

The reunified Communist Party, despite its temporary
weakuess, had quickly shown its capacity to bring about the
unity and revival of militant working-class organisations
and activity. The textile general stnkes of Bombay and

11 The Calutta Commuttee of the party took the mtrative i early
1833 to circulanse a statement to all the commumst units to come
together and settle the differences and to restore the umty of the all-India
Commumist Party.
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Sholapur 1n the Spring of 1934 as wel] g5 the revival of TU
actvity in other mdustrial centres were significant proofs
Sxmultaneously the party was struggling to find its bearng
and role 1n the national liberation movement The cvil dis-
obedience movement bemng finally withdrawn 1n May 1934
and the Jail dehvery begun, the Ieftwmg cadres of the
National Congress were raismg the questions Why was
the revolutionary upsuge of the thirties allowed to peter
out? How to harness the revoluhonary energy of the masses
for the oveithrow of the imperialist rule? These cadres as

with the “terronst” groups

There emerged tha possibility of the Commumst Party
acting as the focus of the newly emerging mass leftward
swing The British mpenalsts foresaw thys possibility before
even the party itself was properly aware of 1t They launched
another round of repression n Apnl May 1934 Communist
leaders and cadres who could be got hold of were arrested
and put unde detention withoyt trial all over the countr
Withm two months, 1e by July 1934, the Communist Partv
and all the alleq MAass orgamsations were banned and
declared legal

The blow was struek before the task of umfication was
completed, before the organisation was set up, which would
ensure the functioning of the Mlegal party centre and umts
and the orgamisation of open work in the mass organisations
The Draft Pohtical Theses of the pravisional CC had given
the slogan of buillding the any impenalist umted front The
practical implementation of this slogan required a redefimi-
tion of the athitude towards the Nationa] Congress The
workers” and peasants’ parties had m the inters enmg period
ceased to cust The Congress Socialist Party and other left

rties had arisen under noncommun;st Ieadership  Prob-
{Lme of unmited front vyt them to buld umted militant
tride umon and hisan orgrmsations and a left wing mside
the Congress had to be solsed

In the interntiona] field, 1n the contest of the great eco-
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nomic crisis and the depression of 1929 and the early thir-
ties, Hitler fascism had emerged in Germany temporarily
suppressing the working class under brutal and bloody
repression. Imperialist offensive against the working class
and the oppressed peoples was being intensified. To counter
this offensive, a united working-class front was being forged.
The Red Intemational of Trade Unions (RILU) was again
opening negotiations with the reformist International Fede-
ration of Trade Unions (IFTU) for jomnt action to defend
working-class living standards. While at the same time unity
of action was being forged at the bottom, m factones and
in strike struggles. Popular fronts were bemg formed to
block the path of fascism i countries where it had not yet
succeeded. The policy of class against class was being re-
placed by the policy of umted front of the woiking-class
and democratic forces against fascism and imperialism. The
Ppreparations for the convening of the Seventh Congress of
the Comintern which was to finalise the polhicy of united
antifascist front were under way.

It was at this time, sometime in the latter half of 1934
that the batch of Ghadar Paity cadres, young Indian
emigrants fiom California, Panama, Mexico, who had gone
to Moscow’s University of the People’s of the East, for
training, had begun to trickle back into India illegally. One
of the earliest to come back thus was Teja Singh Swatan-
tar,12 who probably had toured round the Indian emigrant
centres in the USA and Latin America and had sent selected
Ghadar Party cadres for trainmng in the Moscow Communist
University. On his arrival in Bombay he contacted the
underground party centre, at that time manned by S. S.
Mirajkar, Swatantar had brought with him the message that
the Seventh Congress of the CI was scheduled to meet in
the late summer or autumn of 1935 and the Indian party
should make preparations to send a delegation to the same
with reports,

The party centre decided that {late) S V Deshpande,

S. Mirajkar and Santoshi Kapur should form the dele-

12 He was preceded by (late) Igbal Stngh Hundal who retumed
illegally to Bombas early in 1934,
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gation and make the necessary arrangements to leave the
country secretly According to the information suppled by
S S Murajkar, the first to leave India secretly was S V.
Deshpande wlhich he did i December 1934 He was
followed by S S Murajkar limself and Santosht Kapur on
21 January 1985 Towards the end of March 1935, the Indian
daily press announced that S V Deshpande and § § Mrraj-
kar were arrested m Singapore and brought back to Bombay
According to the account of Mirajkar, the contact arrange-
ment planned for Smgapore did not funchon They waited
for two months Santoshn retummed to Incha safely, but
Murajkar and Deshpande who continued to wait were
spotfed accidentally by a police agent who had known
Mirajkar m the Meerut case and this led to their arrest The
whole story will be told 1n the memows which Mirajkar
1s now engaged m preparing for the press Both of them
were set free after bemg brought to Bombay as no comin
case could be made agamst them but after two months or
so they were arrested under the Preventive Detention Act
and taken to Ahmednagar and detaned there for over two
years until the Congress miistnies came to office some
months after the General Elechon of February 1957

SEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE CI
25 July to 21 August 1935

According to the official history of the CI, 76 Communist
Parties and mternational mass orgamisations were affihated
to the Commumst International at that time At the congress
iself 513 delegates were present They represented 65
Commumst Parties and a number of intemational mass or-
ganisations Among the delegates from the Communist
Parties of colomal and dependent countnes were Ho Chi
Mmnh (Indochma), Khaled Bagdash (Syna), Wang Mumng
{Chima) No delegate from India was present at the congress

The Seventh Congress was the last congress of the Comin-
tern before 1t was dissolved m 1943 The congress worhed
out the stritegic and tachcal Ime of buldding the broad
antifascist people’s front and of building the anti imperalist
front to fight the forces of fasaist aggression, mtensifying
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<olonial oppression and of war which were raising their
head in the context of the great economic crisis of the early
thirties. Actually the Seventh Congress did much more. It
initiated a new orientation in the policy and the general
line, in the strategy and tactics and in’ the organisational
set-up of the Communist International. This new orientation
and its determined implementation by the Communist
Parties of the world in the succeeding years made the inter-
national communist movement a world force fighting against
imperialism and capitalism and war, for socialism and for
the independence of nations, for world peace and brother-
hood of nations.

. The new orientation enabled the Communist Paities to
become a progressive national force in their respective
countries."This new orientation initiated a new organisa-
tional pattern for the world body, according to which the
task of the leadership at the world level was restricted to
collectively working out the common tasks and line, which
all the parties have to carry out in the struggle for the free-
dom of the peoples, for world peace, for democracy and
socialism; while each party is independent and autonomous,
working out the line and tasks of revolutionary advance in
its own country applying the common ideology and' the
common general line in terms of the specific concrete situa-
tion there.

The problems of the national-liberation struggle in the
colonies and dependent countries were not put forward as
a specific jtem on the agenda. But in terms of the new
orientation of the general strategic and tactical line of the
International, important conclusions inevitably emerged for
the national-liberation movement. In formulating the line of
the anti-imperialist united front, the line of uniting all who
are capable of taking a stand against imperialism, including
the national bourgeoisie whose contradictions with imperial-
ism were sharpening, a sharp break had to be made with
Sectarian conceptions and habits. This was emphasised at
the congress:

“The determination of the character of the revolution
which was developing and maturing in the colonics and J_,x’““'?‘

[
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dependent countries became a tash of the greatest im-
portance for the destiny of the national iberation mos ement.

“The Seventh Congress rejected the left-sectanan formu-
lation that the revolution n the colonial countres has only
a bourgeois-democratic character and rapidly grows over
mto a socialist one The representatives of the Communist
Parties of the colomal and dependent countnies emphasised
at the congress that the slogans of ‘the worhers’ and peasants
revolution” and of a ‘Soviet government” formulated earher
\ere premature for most of these countnes and meant an
underestimation of the general national and antrampenalist
tasks

“It was decided at the congiess that for the majonty of
these colonies and semicolontes, the first step of a real
popular revolution would be a national-hberation struggle
agamst the mpenalist oppressor

‘To fight agamst the mounting tmpenabst evploitation of
the country, agunst the cruel enslavement of the people, to
fight to dnve out the mmpenalists and secure the mdepend-
ence of the country This was now the main tasks of the
Communmst Parties 1 the colonies and semicolomes, formu-
lated m the resolution on the mam report of Dimtrov,
adopted at the congress’ (The Commumst International,
German edition, p 473)

The Communist Party of India had already put forward
the slogan of an anti-imperiahst front m 1ts Draft Political
Theses of December 1933 (published m Communsst, Vol I,
No 1, January 1934, and 1 an abridged form n Inprecor,
Vol XIV, No™ 40, dated 20 July 1934) But as pomted out
earlier, this document had put forward the slogan of “Soviet
republic of workers and peasants” and had demanfied as a
part of the programme for natronal mdependence “the con-
fiscation of all factones, banks, mines and plantations
removing the quilifuing words “belongmg to British 1m-
peribsts contamed 1 the carher Draft Platform of Action
of the CPI (December 1930) With such narrow concep-
f1ons 2 broad anti impenahst front meluding the national
bourgeoiste could not be formed, nor could the controyersy
regarding the attude towards the Indian National Con-
gress be solved These difficulties w cre solved n the course
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of discussion of the decisions of the Seventh Congress of
the CI and the struggle to apply the same to the concrete
conditions of the country. In the beginning of 1936 the
Party published two documents—On the Anti-imperialist
United Front and The United National Front. A new leaf
was turned in the life of the party and in the succeedmg
years of struggles leading to the independence of the coun-
try it became a significant national political force.

QUESTION OF AFFILIATION TO THE
COMINTERN

In concluding this rather long and discursive paper on
the Indian delegations at the various congresses of the
Communist International it would not be out of place to-
put together ail the facts and statements known to us on
the question of the affiliation of the CPI to the Communist
Intemational—a question which is inseparable from the
main theme of this paper. At the outset let us quote what
has been stated on this question in the latest official history
of the Comintern :

“In India the communist movement was practically
deprived of the cential leaderslup between 1925 to 1933.
All the members of the Central Commuttee of the Com-
munist Partv of India weie in jail. In 1933 an important
step for the unification of the Indian communists was taken,
a new Central Committee was elected, which took over the
all-India leadership in its hands. In the same year the Indian
Communist Party became a ber of the C ist
International” (Ibid., p. 888; emphasis added).

The statement that the CPI was affiliated to the CI for
the first time in 1933 15 made by the authoritative editorial
board of the book, presumﬂbly on the basis of the records
of the CI. This is rather puzzling and appears contradictory
to the references (though indirect) to the same question
made in international documents earlier. Let us recite the
facts and references to the subject chronologically.

In 1920 at the time of the Second Congress, the Indian
delegates, apart from M. N. Rov who was listed as a dele-
gate with 2 ‘mandate from the CP of Menico, were not listed
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as delegates of the CPI which did not exist then, Abani
Mukherji was listed as q Joft socialist and M, P. B, T,
Acharya a5 representing Indhan Rcvo!u(ionnry Association
(Tashkcnt?).

In 1921 at the Third Congress M. N. Roy was Iisted as
a delegate from the CPI wﬁieh was formed in Tashkent.
Was 1t on the basis of temporary affliationp

In 1922 at the Fourth Congress, we have the following
stated in the report of the credentia] committee submitted
to the congress :

“The CP of India cannot re, resent a definjte membership
sinee its work jg entirely illcga{? Four delegates were invited,
one has come anq has" been admitted to the congress with
the right to vote” (Inprecor, Vo). II, No. 112, dated 14
December 1929),

It appears from the published records seen by us t'hat
M. N. Roy spoke there on the theses of the Eastern Question
as a delegate of the CPI—no longer of the party formed
in Tashkent but on the basis of the party in India,

Report of the ECCp presented to the Fourth Congress of
the CI states the following : .

“We have had valuable results i India. I can communi-
cate to the congress that the work of our comrades during
the past few months has been crowned with success Com-
rade Roy with g group of friends is issuing a periodical
whose task is to smoothen our way in Indig” (Inprecor,

The periodical referred to js obviously The Vanguard of
Indian Independence jssued by M. N. Roy from abroad from
15 May 1992 1¢ 4 noteworthy that this fortnightly, from
15 February 1928 when its first issue of Vol II was pub-
Tished, appeared under the changed title of The Vangtla'rd
under which was wrnitten: Centra] Organ of the Communist
Party of India (Sec. of the Communist International). .

The journal continued to appear under this title and this
legend below it up to 1 December 1923, i.e. up to Vol 1L,
No 8. The first anniversary number of 15 May 1923 carried
a message of 8reetings sipned by the presicium of the Com-
munist Intemnational, The succeeding issues from 15 Decem-
ber 1923 onwards again reverted to the original title of The
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Vanguard of Indian Independence and the words “Central
Organ” etc were omitted. The journal continued up to the
end of 1924 and was replaced by The Masses of India which
began to appear from 1 January 1925 as a monthly.

It carried on the front page a congratulatory telegram
signed by “the President OF t%e Communist International”.
In winding up the session of the Fourth Cengress, Zinoviev,
President of the CI, refers to the “creation of a nucleus of
Communist Party in India” which has been already quoted
earlier,

Besides, at the Fourth Congress M N. Roy was elected to
the new ECCI (from India) (Inprecor, Vol II, No. 118,
dated 80 December 1929)

At the Fifth Congress 1n 1924 we have two delegates
from India—M. N. Roy and Mohammad Ali, with decisive
‘ote. Roy was elected to the presidium of the Fifth Con-
gress of the CI (Inprecor, Vol IV, No 43, dated 18 July
1924), Ths reference states that on the 10th anniversary of
the beginning of the first imperialist war, an antiwar appeal
signed by M. N. Roy, a member of the presidium, was
issued, A statement condemning the sentences on the com-
munists 1 the Cawnpore Bolshevik Conspiracy Case was
read out at the 18th session of the Fifth Congress (Inprecor,
Vol IV, No 50, dated 25 July 1924) In the same number it
1 stated that “India had two decisive votes and 10 man-
dates granted at the Fifth Congress. Roy was elected to the-
ECCI™ He was also made a candidate member of the
presidium

All this goes to show that at the Third as well as at the
Fourth and Fifth Congresses the GPI though a small party

Was treated practically as an affiliated party. At the Third
Congress it seems to be affliated on the basis of the CPI
formed at Tashlent while at the Fourth and Fifth Con-
gresses it is on the basis of the party formed in India itself.

Between the Fifth and Sixth Congresses, ie. between
1924 and Tuly 1928, there were five sessions of the ECCI,
i1z from the fifth to the ninth. In all these sessions and
between them M. N. Roy functioned as a member of the-
ECCI and sometimes was the chairman of the Eastern
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Commussion At the Fifth session of the ECCI there was a
resolution on India m the Colomal Commission (Inprecor,
Vol V, No 39, dated 28 Apnl 1925) We have not seen the
text But India figures n the report—‘The Communist
Intem:ihonal between the Fifth and Sixth World Con-
gresses”—which was “a report on the posiion m all the
sections of the World Commumst Party” and mcluded
reports up to Maich 1926 The report was prepared for the
Sixth Congress It contamed a section on India from which
we have quoted This report, which was prepared without
the partieipation of M N Roy and after evaluating the
posttion 1 Indha mdependently, made the following state
ments

(1) “The problem of the orgamsation of a genmme Com
umst Party as the vanguard of the proletanat which must
be the Jeader of the national revolution 1s shil to be solved ”

(2) “Simultaneously with the attempt to form a legal
Communist Party there appeared 1n the vanous provinces
a number of workers’ and peasants’ parties”

(8) “It 15 clearly ont of queshon that the Workers' and
Peasants’ Party should be substitute for the Communist

Party, the orgamsation of which s absolutely necessarv”

(4) “The class-consciousness, good orgamsation and self-
sacrificing spint of the working class 1 India mamfest
the present stike struggle make one confident that the
Indian proletanat—has correctlv appreciated the role of the
Indian bourgeowsie, which has descended to the depths of
a shameful capitulation before mmpenalism and has under-
stood 1ts tasks as the leader of a milhon strong peasantry
m the new stage of the revolution This means that the
proletanat of Indin will burld up, and has alreadv begun to
do so, 1ts Communst Partv, whose leadershup will guarntee
victorv”

This report cannot be interpreted to mean that the CPI—
though small—which “has already begun to buld up” was
not then afiliated Otherwise how do we explam that at
the Sixth Congyess delegates who had come from Indua
were admitted to the congress and one even elected to the
presidfum? That 1t was nroved Iater that thes had no man-

dite from the partv 1 India as was communicated by the
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party later does not alter the situation regarding the affilia-
tion.

The “Colonial Thesis” adopted at the Sisth Congress
defined the tasks of the Indian communists as:

“The union of all communist groups and mdividual com-
munists scattered throughout the country mto single, inde-
pendent and centralised party represents the first task of
Indian communists. While rejectmg the principle of the
buillding of the party on a two-class basis, the communists
must utilise the connections of the eusting workers’ and
peasants’ parties with the toiling masses for strengthening
their own party, bearing in mind that the hegemony of the
proletariat cannot be realised without the existence of a
consolidated, steadfast Communist Party armed with the
theory of Marxism” (pp 51-52).

This paragraph contains in a concentrated form the same
ideas which were contained in the interim report from
which we have just quoted. The stress is on the point that
“the communists (Indian) must utilise the connections of the
existing workers’ and peasants’ parties with the toiling
masses for strengthening their own party...” This para
formed part of the extracts from the “Colonial Thesis
which were before the meeting of the CC of the CPI which
met in Calcutta at the end of December 1928, at the time
of All-India Workers' and Peasants’ Party Conference. The
d‘ecision to strengthen the organisation of the party func-
tioning illegally taken at this meeting found its reflection in
the 1999 draft of the Constitution of the CPL Here, as dis-
tinct from the earlier Constitution of the Party, the CPI is
deseribed as the “section of the Communist International”.

In December 1930 The Draft Platform of Action of the
CPI appeared first in the Inprecor, dated 18 December 1930,
and was printed in Indian languages and distributed in
March 1931 at the Karachi Congress This also carried the
title “CPI—section of the Communist International”.

In 1932, the Meerut prisoners’ communist group in their
general statement did make the following assertion: “Our
Party, the Communist Party of India, was not at the time
of our arrest duly affhated “to the Communist International,
and we were not all members of any Communist Party. But
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nevertheless we fully subseribe to the system of thought and
the well-thought-out and scientific political programme lad
down for the world revolution, by that most powerful world-
wide revolutionary organisation, the Commumst Inter-
national” (Communysts Challenge Impenalism  from the
Dock, NBA, 1967, p 2

Such a statement, also made 1 the mdnrdual statements
of all communists 1n the case, was made for legal tactical
reasons to avord techmcaHy pleadn guilty of the ‘ conspi-
racy” alleged by the Pprosecution am% which centred on the
Communist Intematmnal, to get the chance to boldly defend
all the policies and activities, to expose the impenalst
attack and to Dropagate from the dock the policies and pro-
gramme of the CPI

Now 1t 15 true that a provisional CEC of the
CPI was reformed at the end of December 1928, after
some of the communst leaders were released from Meerut
jal, and this CEC adopted Draft Pohtical Theses based on
the Draft Platform and on the statements of the Meerut
accused In the begnnmng of 1934 on the basis of this draft,
mitiative was taken to heal the party sphit that had taken

[more accurately m 1934 after the Provisional CC was
formed

That is why we have summarised above all the facts and
documents known to us, from 1921 to 1934 From these
two conclusions emerpe

(1) At the Third (1921), Fourth (1922) and the Fifth
(1924) congresses of the CI, the GPI was considered an
affiliated Communst Party, first on the basis of the emigre
party orgamsation formed abroad, i e Tashlent, and later
on the basis of the all India nucleus of the CPI formed mn
India itself
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(2) After the formation of the party at the end of 1925,
after the Furst Communist Conference at Kanpur, when the
first CEC was formed and the first Party Constitution was
framed, we have documentary ewidence of efforts being
made to get the party in India makmg a formal apph-
<ation for bemng affiliated to the CI and as a result of
these efforts the para on ‘Toreign Bureau” appears m the
Party Constitution of 1927 and 1829 At the Sixth Congress
delegates from India were treated as delegates from
an affihated party It 15 true that i January 1934 when
Bradley, on lus release from Meerut Case, left India, he
carnied with him and to the International centre all the
papers of the Provisional CC meeting (December 1933) and
about the subsequent umfication of the party Relevant
documents of the Indian party were subsequently publish-
ed i Inprecor, but the Indian CP did not consider that
event as an act of affihation to CI, but only as a renewal of
old Inks of affhation



United Front Experience
Satya Pal Dang

With the split i the Congress and with no party m the
countrv i a position to get absolute majonty m the Lok
Sabha, besides a sumilar position 1n most of the states, the
question of umted front of left and democratic parties has
assumed heightened importance and urgency Much contro-
versv and discussion about 1t are gomng on mn the country
The breakup of the umted fronts in Kerala and Bengal, m
both of which the Commumst Party (Marust) was the
strongest component, his added new dimensions to this
controversy and discussion

One cannot reach a correct understandmg about this
question and its various aspects, if one discusses it m
1solated form, mstead of in the context of the strategic tashs
of the revolutionary forces i the present stage of the revo-
lution Amy policy formulated keepmg m view some rmme-
dinte gans and without regard to the longterm nterests of
the revolution1rv movement 15 ltkely to prove both wrong
and harmful m the long run

It 15 generally not a pomt of disagreement amongst those
who clum to be Marxists that the present stage of revolution
o India 15 not sociahst The tashs of the democratic
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revolution: have yet to be completed. Imperialism, re-
mnants of feudalism, and monopoly capital are the main
hindrances today in the way of rapid development of India’s
productive forces. Revolution is to be carried out against
them and not against the Indian bourgeosie as a whole.
These class forces—monopoly, feudalism and imperialism
(foreign monopoly capital}—are the class enemies to be
fought, vanquished and eliminated in the present stage of
the revolution. Obviously the woiking class alone cannot
carry out this task. It needs allies. All those classes or sections
of classes whose objective interests will be served by the
revolution can become allies, The strategic task therefore is
to build a united front of such classes and to isolate the main
enemy to successfully carry out the revolution.

The working class is destined to play a decisive role in
building such a united front. Worker-peasant alliance will
be its basis. National bourgeoisie—the nonmonopoly sections
——can and must be drawn into this front. Building of the
front is a complex process. It involves a struggle to achieve
unity of the working class itself and to build worker-peasant
alliance. It involves the task of working class and its party
coming forward to champion and to support the objective
interest of middle classes and the national bourgeoisie in
so far as they are directed against monopoly, feudalism and
imperialism. It involves the task of supporting their strug-
gles for such interests and of fighting for the same. It means
a policy of unity as well as struggle towards the national
bourgeaisie and the kulaks. The umited front has to be anti-
imperialist, antifeudal and antimonepoly.

PARTY AND CLASS

1t may be said that all this is simple and clementary. Yet,
sometimes even those who claim to be hardened revolu-
tionaries in the connfrv fail to draw correct conclusions
from it and instead draw obviously wrong conclusions.
Obviously, for any stage of the revolution, the question of
the main enemy, of firm allies, of vacillating allies, of
components of the united front necessary to carry out the
‘revolution have to be in terms of clusses and not of political

v
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parties Of course, classes operate through political parties
and a political party 1n the Inst analysis represents the
mterests of some class or the other It will be sheer moon
shine to imagme that all the class forces—from working
class to the national bourgeorsie, objectively mterested m
the antimonopoly, antifeudal, antrimpenalist revolution—
can be or will be ralhed under the banner of the Communist
Party The strategic umty needed to earry out and complete
the present stage of the revolution will therefore take the
orgamisational shape of umted front of pohtienl parties,
groups, mass orgamsations, etc representing one or other
of the classes objectvely interested m the revolution Thus
1t 1s obviously wrong and absurd to rase the slogan of
untted front of classes wnstead of and aganst a umted front
of parties as was recently done by some of the leaders of
the Commumst Party (Marast) Such a slogwn n fact
amounts to gwmng up the slogan of umited front It repre
sents gross sectanamsm and can ounly lead to complete
1solation of the revolutionary vanguard of the working class
At the sime time, one has to remember that sometimes
the character of a poliical party can undergo even far
reaching changes s a result of a spht, etc or some othe'I
developments It 1s therefore wrong to work out ones
strategy for the entire period on the basis of a particular
political partv bemng the main enemy without regrd to the
alignment of the class forces at any particulw tme The
Dbanner of biind ant Congressism first unfurled by the late
Ram Manohar Lohia and taken up also by the Communist
Party (Marust) 15 not 1 revoluhionary banner The slogan
of uniting even with the devl ngamst the Congress was
neither correct when it was first rused nor 1s 1t correct to
dn Such a slogan hinders the tash of rusmg the antt
impenahist, anbtifeudn) and antimonopoly consciousness of
the people and of building their unity on the basis of such
consciousness It 1s this slogan wlnch 15 landing today the
SSP and the CPM 1n the Janasangh Syvndicate Swatantra
bandwagon Agam it 15 because of this slogan that m the
current lind movement the SSP has chosen s its tugets
nat the ig farm of Bulas the big landlords ete but farms
of leaders of Congress (R) even when they happen to be
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as small as four-acre farms and thereby actually harming the
land occupation movement.

LEADING ROLE

Coming back to the antimonopoly, antifeudal, anti-
imperialist strategic united front, one must take note of a
vital poiat of difference between the Communist Party of
India and the Communist Party (Marxist) regarding the
leadership of this front Such a front cannot come into
existence without the working class and the worker-peasant
afliance having a very mportant—even decisive—place in
it, without that the revolution cannot be carried out, the
tasks of the revolution cannot be completed At the same
time, the CPI visualises the possibility of such a front
coming into existence without the working class having
acquired evclusive leadershp of the same. CPM denies
such a possibility and puts forward the slogan of a peaple’s
demacratic front with working class exercising exclusive
leadership within the front.

The position of the CPM 15 somewhat analagous to the
Pposition the united Commumst Party took dunng the period
of Bntish rule in India. The Communist Party then believed
and propagated that India’s freedom could not be achieved
unless the working class came to occupy the position of
exclusive leadership of the national movenient. The result of
this sectarian and wrong slogan and the practice following
from it, instead of helping the working class to acquire the
leadership-—even a key position—isolated it considerably.

The result of the wrong understanding of the CPM cannot
be very different today. It is not at all a question of CPM
wanting exclusive working-class leadership and the CPI not
wanting the same. To pose the question in this manner is to
make mockery of Marxism. If it were a question of “wanting”
and “having”, why not “want” socialist revolution here and
now? There is enough experience in the history of the com-
munist movement in India to learn that if one underestimiates
the potentialitv of the role of classes other than the working
class, the results that follow are quite negative for the
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working class and its communist vanguard as well as for the
cause of the revolution.

One more question needs to be considered in relation to
the united front needed to carry out the antimonopoly, anti-
fendal, anti-imperialist revolution. In the course of carrying
aut the tasks of the revalution, differences are bound to arise
within the front on many questions, including the speed and
the extent of the thoroughness with which these measures are
to be carried cut for clearing the way for socialism. Struggle
within the united front is inevitable. Tt should however be
obvions that the working class must carry out this struggle
within the umted front in such a manner as not to jeopardise
the unity necessary to carry out the task of the revolution.
Through a correct policy of unity and struggle, the weight of
the working class within the front will increase and changes
in the front may also take place, but at the proper time. Any
attempt on the part of the paity which claims to be the
vanguard of the working class to dictate to all others and
to demand of them obedience and subordination in the name
of having the right to “lead” can only result in the breakup
of the front, isolation of the working class from its allies
whose role is not yet exhausted and even split within the
working class Such a situation can only benefit the enemy
and must not be allowed to arise,

ELECTORAL ALLIANCES

Having_ discussed some aspects of the strategic united
front needed to carry out and complete the present stage of
revolution, Jet us now come to the question of electoral
alliances (united fronts) in connection with elections to state
assemblies and for formation of governments in states if and
when possible—an issue which is not only very much 2
subject of hot discussion and controversy in the country but
which is also a matter of much concern in view of the
negative experience in Kerala as well as in Bengal. .

Tt shonld not at all be diffcult to understand that in
today’s concrete situation of India, it would be wrong and
even suiridal for any revolutionary party to keep out of .ﬂ\c
clectoral battles and to hoycott the elections Such a policy,
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instead of serving the cause of revolution, would only isolate
the revolutionary forces from its potential allies. Not only
that. Tt would also be incorrect in today’s situation to adopt
a policy of entering the legislatures with the 1dea of not
forming any government even if such a possibility is there.
“The correct tactics is to ensure maximum possible represen-
tation of left and democratic parties in the state assemblies
and of forming governments of such parties if and when
such possibility offers itself. Except for the Naxalites, all the
left and democratic parties in the country are agreed on
this, even though reasons may be different in different cases.

‘When the united Congress had the monopoly of power
throughout the country and used 1t to develop capitalism in
India leading to emergence and strengthening of the mono-
polies, the left and democratic parties were agreed on the
necessity of breaking this monopoly and reducing the
Congress strength as much as possible. At the same time
there were serious differences CPI held fast to the view
that the, question of electoral alliances and united fronts
must not be considered in isolation from the stiategic tasks
in the present stage of the revolution, that long-term interests
of the cause of the revolution must not be lost sight of and
sacrificed for any immediate gains. The CPI therefore
advocated the necessity of forming united fronts in the
states of left and democratic parties on the basis of minimum
Programmes, progressive programmes Only such tactics in
relation to the elections could help to mobilise masses and
also to raise their antimonopoly, antifeudal and anti-
imperialist consciousness Qaly such tactics would help
%)eople to go forward in the dircction of strategic united
ront necessary at the present stage of the revolution,

The CPI opposed the Lohia thesis of united front of all
anti-Congress parties—from Jana Sangh to communists. Such
a thesis abviously could not raise the pohtical consciousness
of the people, could not help them to understand their class
enemics, allies, cte. Such a thesis whatever its merits from
the viewpoint of some immediate gains went counter to the
entire strategy of the revolution. The CPM too adopted
the same thesis exeept for the states in which it considered
the formation of alternative governments a practical possi-

~“§)
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bility Ang Keralg 56 only the oo 1 which, according to
the Tp)g, this Possibility cxisted 1n 1967, Apart from the
fact that the Cpyf estimate ahoyp many other stapes turned
%t 0 be twron the subsequent developments m the

8overnments m UPp, B, 1ar, ete, spht m the Congress’ on
all-Indy, basis ete ~have suHiczently Proved the incorrect.
ness of the Lohia thegg

GOVERN, MENTS 1y 1967

4 question ¢an be asked o to why the cpy Jomed the
8overnments 1 Bihar, yp and Pungaly 4, Which the Jana
Sangh tog vy 2 party The conerete situapon that ‘had
ansen 1n thege states after g 1967 election must be Rept 1n

Duties 1n thege states had pot succeeded except partially
and that g, too late 1 Punjab, yJyje the Cp. Popularised
1ts concept of yp during the election campaign, the other
Ieft parties Particularly tf,, CPM and the SSP populansed
the Loh, 4 €515 of blind antt-Congress;sr,

After the election 5 Situation grpge 1 these three states
m which etther g non Congress parties had g come
together o the Congress would haye succeeded ip [ormmg
80V ernments with the help of defectors ete thus reversing
the verdiet of the People The sentiment of the masses was
“Anyone op any combmagygy, but Congress’ —, sentiment

strengthened by SSP and cppg Any party, taking the onys

have hegy v Jost Tp v ould hase been a case of Tunning too
ar ahead of the consciousness of masses at a cryesal
moment ang thereby losing one’s capacity to change and
rase that €onsciousness 7t vas necessary tq help the people
to learn frop, C\perience the futihty of the Lohia slogan
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policies and contrary to the policies of the Jana Sangh. The
GPI made clear to the people as to why it had jomned these
governments. The reactionary and disruptive role of the
Jana Sangh within the fronts was never sought to be covered
up but exposed concretely and fully. The CPI knew that
the parting of the ways would come soon and it did not
hesitate to come out of the government in UP when the
situation was ripe for it. The mudterm elections held in
February 1969 conclusively proved that the people did
learn from their expenience and as a result thereof the fana
Sangh emerged considerably weaker and not stronger

It must be mentioned that the situation that arose in
these states was not inevitable at Jeast in Bthar and Punjab.
A programme-based united front of left and demoaciatic
parties in Bihar and a simlar front of left parties and the
then Sant Akali Dal m Punjab would have come mto exs-
tence if the SSP in Bir and the CPM w Punjab had
adopted conect tactics as advocated by the CPI instead of
the Lohia thesis. And there cannot be the least doubt today
that both these fronts would have won majorities in their
Tespective state assemblies and been in a position to form
non-Congress progressive governments without any parties
of right reaction.

UNITED FRONT CRACKUP

One of the main reasons which prevented the formation
of a single united front of all the left and demacratic parties
in Bengal in connection with the 1967 election was the
serious difference of opinion between the left parties regard-
Ing the question of attitude towards the Bangla Congress.
The CPI and some other left parties considered this party
as one which should be brought into the programme-based
progressive united front, as one which represented the
upper middle class and a section of the bourgeoisie. The
CPM and its supporter parties on the other hand condemn-
ed Bangla Congress as being as bad and reactionary as the
Congress. They advocated a policy of no truck with it and
even cited CPI's evaluation of this partv—a breakaway
from the Congress—as yet another proof of its being an






UNITED FRONT EXPERIENCE 75

‘was the CPM that was mainly responsible for the breakup.
In both the states, a number of parties which had originally
been with the CPM had shifted their stand and stood on
the “other side” when differences became sharp ultimately
resulting in the breakups.

Any serious study og’ the events and developments lead-
ing 1o these breakups would show that they were in the
main the result of the differences over two matters:

Firstly, the purpose and aims of forming the UF govern-
ments within the present bourgeois Constitution of India.

Secondly, the question of relationship that should eist
between the various parties constituting the fronts,

CPM believed that it was destined to be the “leader” in
these fronts, that to act as the “leader” was 1ts right as well
as its duty, that other parties in the fronts must accept it as
the “leader” and act 1n accordance with its dictates. Any-
body who would not do so and demanded equal position,
anybody who wanted differences to be resolved by frater-
nal friendly discussions was branded revisionist. The CPM

clieved that it was its “revolutionary” duty to pursue tac-
ties that would strengthen it at the cost of other parties in
the fronts,

Any number of examples from its conduct as well as the
utterances of its leaders have been and can be quoted to
Prove that the CPM was having this grossly sectarian
‘understanding. Uncalled for interference in the work of the
departments held by CPI and other ministers, refusal to
call a meeting of the coordinating committee, insistence
that this committee in Kerala should have only one con-
“vener belonging to the CPM, misuse of the labour depart-
ment to weaken the unions led by the paities other than
the CPM, the demand in Kerala that the decisions of
Namboodiripad should be final since he was the chief
Minister and refusal in Bengal to concede that the chief
‘minister had any special position amongst the ministers, the

misuse of the police agmnst other parties in the front, ete.
~—are only some such instances.

Such conduct on the part of the CPM—the strongest
@mongst the components of the UF—could not but lead to
more and more disruption within 'the two fronts and also



6 MARXIST MISCELLANY

cauld only make more difficult the longterm tdsk of build:
mg the strategic UF on the national plane instead of facili-
tatng it. '

POSSIBILITY OF ADVANCE

The CPM again had sectarian understanding with regard
to the aim and purpose of forming and participating in
state governments which had to function within the frame-
work of a bourgeois constitution. Undoubtedly, the basic
am must be to strengthen the revolution, to raise the poli-
tical and class consciousness of the masses, to facilitate the
task of building the antimonopoly, antifeudal, and anti-
mmperiahst strategic UF. The question however is: How,
precisely? The CPI believed that it was not correct that
nothing could be done for the people under the present
bourgeois constitution, that with the help of powerful mass
movement a good deal could be done. It also took note of
the fact that the masses in general too had this understand-
ing, that unless whatever was possible was done, big sec-
tions of the people would become demoralised and lose
faith and that the vanguard of the working class would get
isolated instead of emerging stronger.

The CPI further believed that only by doing for the
people whatever was possible and bv making them see
through actual experience what could not be done, it
would be possible to make more and more people realise
the limitations of the bourgeois constitution.

The CPM on the other hand believed that nothing much
was possible, that any attempt in that direction would only
sow illusions amongst the masses and was therefore wrong,
that the main thing was to use the state governments to
wreck the constitution. It was this wrong understand-
ing of the CPM because of which there were r8peaf8¢f
attempts to bring about artificial confrontations with the
centre. It was the same understanding of the CPM because
of which the record of the Namboodiripad ministry in the
matter of impl ing the minimum programme of the
UF was dismal. In actual practice, instead of advancing
the revolution, the CPM only succeeded in widening the
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gulf between the workmg class and 1ts such potential allies
as the middle classes

IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE

Given the above understanding about the aim of parti
ctpation 1 mumstries nd mutual relationship between the
front partners 1t was not surpnsig that the CPM went to
the extent of ndulgmg m favourttism and nepotism m the
matter of appomntments of using questionable methods and
misusing official position to collect funds for the party and
of even making deals with vested mterests—all 1n the name
of strengthemng the CPM the only revolutionary party—
and thereby advancing the revolubon Such practices on
the part of the CPM 1n power could not advance but onlv
retard and did retard the cause of the revolution

Recent uttermces of A X Gopalm and some other
leaders of the CPM show that no lesson has been learnt by
the CPM and that 1t mtends to contmue purswng its sec
tanan and disruptive policies In fact the recent resolution
of the Central Committee of the CPM wirtually branding
the CPI and the Congress (R) 15 the mam enemies 1ts
readiness to strike deals with the Syndicate etc 15 1n
Keral clearls show that it 1s gong to be even more disrup
tive than hitherto

The lesson 15 obvious that 1t 15 not possible to burld the
umted front without 1 bitter deological struggle agunst
the wrong theoietical positions of the CPM besides bmlding
umty 1n action through mnss struggles whenever that 1s
possible An 1deologicnl struggle 1s necessay not onh n
relation to the wrong ideologv of the CPM It 15 1lso neces
sary m relation to the SSP The policy of the dommant
Teadership of the SSP helps directly and openlv the Tam
swgh Svndicate Swatantra  combination and  the forces
behind them Such has been ts role m the current Jand

occupation movement

Another mportant aspect has to be kept mn view A
mutualls agreed mimmuni progressive programme on a state
Ievel 15 considerably easier to armve at amongst all the
traditional left parties than at the all India level Tlus 15 so
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because of differences regarding foreign policy etc which:
m turn are because of the prompeualist and anti-Soviet
stand which the SSP and some other left parties often take.
It 15 high tune that these differences are debated upon by
the people as much as possible, that there 1s tdeological
confrontation between the different left parties

This 1deological struggle however must be carried on
heeping m view that the aim 1s to make the ranks of these
parties reahse the real character of the policies pursued by
their leadeis, how they weaken the left and serve the
1eaction, so that the ranks assert themselves and make their
leaders either to change or to step aside



United Front in the Struggle
Against Monopoly Capital and War

Cintta Biswas

After expeniencing the horrors of two world wars m one
generation, the natural question that 1s agitating the minds
of millions of people all over the world 15 Whether or not
a third world war 15 mevitable?

Is 1t possible, they ask, to prevent the outbreak of another
world war, when all efforts failed to halt of the mad drive
or war by the German imperialists? Is 1t not an 1llusion to
thimk that the US impeniabists, who are a hundred tumes
stronger than the German impenalists, can be prevented
from unleashing the third world war? Is it not futile to talk
of peace when a senes of local wars are beng waged In
the US smpenahsts?

The question of war and peace 1s therefore no longer a
matter of academme debate or discussion The reahties of
hfe force us to face this question squarely

In order to find an answer to this comphcated question,
1t 15 necessarv to go mto the causes of war, to trace the
Iustorieal bacf(ground of the nternational developments,
the correlation of forces—both positive and negative—that
eusted before the two world wars and to evamine the
‘various factors that led to the outbreak of the two world
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wars. It is essential to attempt an objective analysis of the
mternational situation as it developed after the second
world war, the forces that are operating—both for and
against the war—in order to find a possible answer to the
<question,

The Marxist approach to the question of war and peace
1s determined by class approach. Proceeding from the cor-
rect analysis of history, communists tried to bring home to
others that war 1s the creation of imperialism which Lenin
described as the highest stage of capitalism. It is therefore
necessary to analyse the trend of presentday imperialism or
domination of finance capital which has attained a new
height as a result of transformation of monopoly capitalism
into state monopoly capitalism and the unprecedented con-
centration and centmﬁmtion of capital. The trusts and
cartels of the monopolies have pooled together into giant
corporations. The influence of the financial oligarchies,
which combined industrial capital with banking capital, is
growing. They are invading all spheres of cconomic life of
captalist countries and are dictating the state policies of
imperialist countries. The evergrowing tendencv of mona
poly capital to switch over to the amms industrics has
resulted on the one hand in the aggravation of international
tension, and on the other in increasing hardships for the
masses living in the imperialist countrics.

INTER-IMPERIALIST CONTRADICTIONS

But the development of capitalism and the flourishing of
the “various finance-capitalist groupings and industrial
pawers take place at uncsven rates, according to the histori-
cal conditions and stage in cach case, and does not corres-
pond 2t anv moment to the existing division of the warld,
reflecting the consequences of a previous stage of develop-
ment. Hence arises sharpening economic conflict against
the bamicers of monopolist control, culminating in the
endeavour to hatter through the harricers by military forer.
This s the central dynamic of imperialian and of imperial-
ist war” (R. Pa'me Dutt, World Politics, 1915-1336).

One of the characteristic features of imperiahsm has
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always been to attempt at resolving mternal contradictions
by military force and war Apart from the two world wars
unleashed bv impenalism within the first fow decades of
this centuny, the imperialist powers have becn 1esponsible
for conductmg several other wars—the Boer war the Russo
Japanese war, the two Balkan wars, Itah’s mvasion of
Abyssiua, the mpenalist occupation of Pehing the senes
of armed conflicts m the yeais 1905 1908 and 1911 prior to
the first woild war, and for wagmg 55 local wais since 1945

The process of uneven economic and pohtical develop-
ment-—which accentuates the contradictions wmong m-
penalist countries—forces a parbicular impenalbist power or
a group of powers, who mght umte for a tempoiarv period
to serve their particular mterests, “to suppress other coun-
tries and crowd them out of the woild mulets, thereby
creatmg the precondition for militarv dlashes”, as Lemmn
puts 1t

The situation prior to the first woild war was marked by
this grawmg clash of interests among the mperrahst
powers Brtain dommated the major part of the world bv
extracting the wealth and resources from the cham of
colomies, next was France m her colomal possessions, Ger-
many—which was a comparativelk more developed cap:
talist countrv with her mcreasmg rate of production and
teclmologxcal development  wlile Butamn  was Ingaing
belund m spite of her unlimted 1esomces exploted from
the colontes—did not have the proportiouate share of the
colontes The “central dynamic of mpenalism” was reflected
m the rapidly growmg contiadictions of the impenahst
countries—between Germany on one side and Britam and
Trance on the other

Explammg this contradichion, Lemn sad

“ opposed to this, mamly Anglo-French gmoup, we have
another group of capitahsts, an_even more 1apacious, even
more predatory one, a group who came to the capitalist

anqueting table when all the seats were occupred, but who
mtroduced 1nto the struggle new methods for developmg
<apitalist production, mmproved techniques, and superior
orgamsation, wlich turned the old capxtahsm, the capital- .

MM-8
¢



§2 M \R\IST \"SCELLA\Y

11 of the fr, competityop age antg Caputalism of gant
trust, S\ndicateg and ¢y te)g Tus &roup Ntroduced  the
;(qmnmgs of state controlieg capitalisy Proc uction, com

Dower of g, state intg , single Mechanigy and brmgmg
tan of Mullions of Deople Within ¢he single organisation of

tion apg €conomyeq]y, dinydeq the gloh UP among ‘them
sclves They “ere hoyng to clashy, becanse a rednision of
this SUpremagy | fiom bomt of | o of Capitalism, hag
become mevitable” ( War and  Rey olution”, Collccted
Worls Vol 24, DPp 403 4)
So, 1n ther Iy for 4 tednusion of the vorlq 1mto theyr
spheres of Supremacy | the mperiglisp Powers did clash
here v a5 10 escape fron, the ‘movitaple” e Jaws of
Caprtahet de\elopment, hnucwr, Provide g formuly for
Permanent 1esolution of the capitalisye antagonism  The
first onld y ar, thcrdore, could yop 1esoly o theyr differen-
ces, mt.xgonhm and conlmdlcumls On the contrarv, after
a bref DPause, the ntenmper a,s Contracctong mmfest-
D a diersified manner ang , mber of ey, contrache
tons (e, cloped Germag, was Stripped of her colomes Jost
'er neh egg) and irgp Tesources, heay,y burden of war dehts
“as put on her shoulder by the Yictor poy grs Germany s
delcat and humiliyeg She Wanted l:rcmhmg time to
tike rey enge for the mglorioyg defeqt

COA\TRADICTION BETW ey CAPITALIS\I
AND SOCIALIS\I

In the intery enmg period, Contracietion betw ecp Inhour
and cap)pqp shapencg m the Cuapitalest countres and 1y ghe
colones natmm“nbemrmn movemept started takmg shape
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In the advanced metropolitan countries and m some of the
colonial strongholds of the mpenal powers, communist
parties appeared as ymportant factors 1 the national hfe
avith the Communist International as the advanced detach-
ment of the struggle of the working class agamst the bour-
geowie The capitabist sistem of production alternately
eycled between ups and downs, as a 1esult of mherent
ensis of capitalism, culmmating m the general depression
of 1929 The general cnsis of capitalism began

The most mmportant contraciction of the peuod followng
the first world war was that of two diametucally opposite
social svstems So long capitahsm suffered from its own
miemal o1 mtcnmpernhst conhadictions After the victory
of the October Revolution capitalism was confionted with
the challenge of an entnelv different socral svstem, where
capitalist explontation and the drnve for profit v the bour-
gemsie are elmmated once and for all The October Socrahist
TRevolution unleashed the 10volutionan forees of the work-
my class agunst the bomgeorsic Capitahism was confronted
with the challenge of a supenm social system For the first
time 1 hotorv, working class became the master of its
destny on one-snth of the globe, took over the means of
production and comverted the workers Sovets nto the
organs of state power by smashmg the bomgems state
‘machmery A new ovablisabon was bom, a new eia was
ushered 1, a new phenomenon m world politics emerged
“The world was thus divided mto two soanl s stems—enpi-
tahsm and sociahsm The conrse of lustorn was duerted 1n
addition to the wtemal contradictions of capitalsm  an
exdernal conttadhiction was added after the first world
war

t The bourgeasie became alert and conscious of the
unpending danger In spite of then own antagomsms, thev
quiekly united to destrov the new Soviet state, only to find
their efforts fail miserabh mn the face of the fierce resis-
tce of the detenmined working class and working people
of Souict Russta under the leadership of Lemn  But thev
dild not give np ther attempts to crush the Soviet Union
Thev piched up Germany as their potential ally for Jaunch-
ing a erusade agamst the Soviet Union
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RISC AND CONSOLIDATION OF TASCISM !
LNCOURAGLD 1
'
Germany was already \\hlppm% up national chauvinism
with a view to rousing the whole nation to avenge the
defeat of the first world war Offensine agamst the German
working class was unleashed Frantic efforts to rccover the
colomes, which were snatched away from her by the wvie
tortous impenalist powers, were bemg made by the German
ruling circles
In a statement Hitler smd m 1931 that lis puts refuses
to give up its clatm over former German colomes  We+do
not deny the importance overseas colomes may huefor
resettlng and for supplyng our economy with colomal pro-
ducts and raw matenals On no account are we rejecting
possible colomal acquisitions m the future, since this wonld
serve the above mms” Hitler demanded the colomes back
from Brtan, Irance and Belgium IDhs eves were also on
the Portuguese colonies He wanted the colomal passessions
back fiom Japan He wanted to colomse, what he called,
the “German East” which he described as the “extension of
the state terntorv beyond the piesent eastern mpenal
frontier” He intended to annex the Ukrune too .
And 1 all lus efforts the impcisahst bloc, particularly the
Anglo-French group aided by US imperialism, gave all
assistance Wiathin three years of his commp to power,
Hitler 1eceved economic assistance to the tune of 8150
mulhon for reaumng the Germwn forces The mpernalists
did not try to conceal then purpose Llyod George, fore-
most spohesman of the western impenalist powers declared
n a speech n the House of Commouns of 28 November
1934+ ‘In a very short ime, perhaps in a vear or two, the
conservative clements m this countrs will be Jookmg to
Germany as the bulwark agunst commumsm m Europe .
the Germans could make a better job of 1t than anv ather
country Do not let us be in a hurry to eondemn German
e shall be welcommng Germaws as our friend ” e
This collaboration with Germnv stated m 1 ealenldted
manner Hitler, a shrewd poliheian tned to bargam alter
nately with Britan and France and also separatch  using
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the “Bolshevik bogv™ to gain the maximum benefit for Ger-
many. Aod the British and French imperialists, obsessed
by the growing strength and consolidation of the socialist
Soviet Union, continued to appease Iitler even to the
extent of allowing him to anne the territories of some of
the East-European countries. The appeasement of Hitler
and fascism by the western imperialists emboldened the
German fascists to go ahead with their plan of unleashing
the, second world war.

Hitler already cstablished close ties with his counter-
parts, Mussolini in Italy and Tojo in Japan, who aligned
together in that notorious “anti-Comintern pact”. Ruthless
suppression of the working-class mosvement and communist
parties revealed the ugly face of fascism Mitler was given
the final green signal for unleashing the war by the shame-
Jess betrayal of the western powers at Munich.

* "WARNING BY COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

The communist movement warned the working class, and
the people at large, against the danigcrous implications and
farreaching consequences resulting fiom the nse of fascism
to power. The Sixth and especially Seventh Congresses of
the Commumist International devoted considerable atten-
tion in their deliberations to the vartous aspects of the dan-
ger of the rise and consolidation of fascist dictator-
ship. The thirtcenth plenum of the Lxecutive Comumittee of
the CI characterised fascism as “the open terrorist-dictator-
ship of the most reactionary, most chauvinistic and most
imperiakist clements of finance capital”. Dimitrov said:

German fascism is acting as the spearhead of fnternational

counter-revolution, as the chuef instigator of imperialist war,
as the initiator of crusade against the Soviet Union, the
great fathailand of the working people of the whole
world.”

The CI evposed the epansiomst designs of German
fascism as follows. “The adventurist plans of the German
fascists me very fantcaching and count on a wai of revenge
dgainst Fiance, dismemberment of Czeclioslovakia, annexa-
tion of Austria, destruction of the independence of the Baltic
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states which they are striving to convert mto 1 base for
attack on the Soviet Unton nnd the wresting of the Soviet
Ukrame from the USSR They e demindmg colomes and
are endeavourmng to arouse moods 1 favour of 1 world war
for 1 new repartition of the world

Praceedmg from a profound Marust Lenmist analysis of
class relations the CI made this prophetic forecast which
Inter proved to be hundred per cent correct German fascism
dingged the whole world to the catastrophe of the second
woild war

The second world war could not be averted In spite of
repeated appeals by the communist movement the social
demociats blmded by anticommumsm refused collaboration
agamst fasasm to cooperation with commumsts The
western powers used Hitler 1s their gendarme The working
class movement too had its weakness m so far as 1t could
not bwld up 2 powerful umted front of the mtmw
forces

US IMPI'RIALISM EMIRGLES AS LEADLCR OT
IMPERIALIST CAMP

The second world war ended with the \Inctory over fascism
Milhons sacnficed their hves propeihies worth bulhons werg
destioyed Cities nd villages were levelled to the ground
The cast of victory over fascism was menaleulible The whole
world now vearned for peace—no mote war 1nd no more
devastation no more hilling and destruction

But the protagomsts of monopoly capitalism care httle for
the people Therr class mterest 1s supreme m thewr mind
and that 15 the onlv gwde to all Actions of menopols capita
Monopoly capitahsm cannot survine without war and
militansm

The conspiricy aganst the Sovict Umon was bemng
hatched by the then rmgleader of the British impers hsm
Sir Wanston Churclull even when the Brtish gos ernment
forced by the course of cvents was fighting s part of the
alhed powers against the axis powers This was revenled
from lus secret message to the miitars command s the latter:
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part of the second world war And m the postwar period,
he was the first to mhate the cold war with the mfamous
Fulton speech where he first used the term “won curtamn”
barrowed from Goebbels, who had used 1t for the first time
only a vear before.

But Britain emerged as the second grade power after the
second world war. US impenahsts took over the leadership
of the impenahst camp  US smperiahism suffered Iittle and
eamed fabulous profits from the two world wars Durnng
the five ycars of the second world war alone US manopoh
capitalists earned a profit of 107 4 bithon dollars whereas
ther average profit from 1936 to 1939 amounted to 54
bithon doflars per annum In the first five vears after the
war the profit mcreased fuither and reached the figure of
1345 bl]}loll dollars The assets of Pentagon ae steadilh
mcreasing In 1967 they were 183,600 mallion dollars, which
accounted for 53 per cent of the total assets of the US
government.

US ARMS INDUSTRILS FLOURISH

The noteworthy feature of US economv 1s that 1t 1<
fuereasmgly bemg geared to 1apid militausation programme
Military supphes in aweraft industry accomnt for 91 per
cent, 1n shipbulding ndustiv 61 per cent, and m 2adio-
clectrome mdustry 40 per cent

The arms industries m the United States are so profitable
a_busmess that US monopoly sharks shudder at the verv
ea of disarmament. The US publcist Norman Thomas
brthantly describes the psy chological makeup of the vested
Interests connected with aims production m the USA In
Ins book The Picrequusites for Peace, he says * Manv power-
ful groups of Americans hve 50 meat a stake m the arms
race that consciouslr o1 mstictively they ieject the 1dea of
total disarmament  the generals, who hve a vested mterest
m therr profession, presge and mcome, the scientists
therr research funds and im estigations, and the stockholders
and manageis of countless corporations m the mofits they
denve from then busmess and connection with the Defence
Departmcnt, the world’s Inggest single customer” {p 34)
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Let us now see how this “waild’s iggest smgle customer”
of aims utllises the purchased arms. US imperialists have
cstabhshed a network of military bases surrounding the
Soviet Union and the socialist countries to use them as their
operation bases 1 the event of a world war—in Europe
NATO, m Asia and Middle East SEATO and CENTO
(though tlus former Baghdad Pact does not include now
Iraq after the overthrow of the Nur Syeed regime), NEATO
{combinmng South Korea, Formosa and Japan, officially the
US goveinment does not admit the existence of this military
pact, though 1t 1s no secret that 1t exists very much), ANZUS
roping in Australia and Newzealand, and ‘a number of bi-
lateral military pacts concluded by the US government in
all 1egions of the world and over three thousand mihtary
bases spread all over the world. The Olinawa base is used
for sending bombers and fighters to continue the dirty war
m Vietnam. The direct military espenditure of the US
government, between 1964 and 1968, amounted to 350,000
milhon dollais, 20 per cent above the figure of the second
world war.

Thus, of course, does not include the astronomical figure
spent by other imperialist partners of the US govermment
In his book Ar t and Disar t in the Latter Stage
of Capitalism, Fritz Wielmann estimated the expenditure on
armaments of the capitalist countnes as follows: between
1901 and 1914 the capitalist countries spent on armaments
to the tune of average 4,000 million dollars annually, during
the first world war annual at erage was 63,000 million dollars,
on the eve of the second world war 130,000 million dollars
annual average, and the cost of the second world war was
730,000 million dollars every vear for the war period.

The ideologues of imperialism are taking great pains in
putting forward justification in favour of such colossal
expenditure on war preparations. A leading West-Genman
mlli‘imr_\' theonst Hans Karl Gunther is advancing the argu-
ment that “the armament race must continue. , . until one
of the sistems (socialism or capitalism) collapses ...lhr
west is given a chance at sicton 1 continued arming,
whereas 4 gentral disannament would take this chance
awav”.
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" In addition to the inerease in arms production and mili-
tary budget, US imperialists have other ways too. Since
their target is the destruction of the socialist system, they
do ot spare any efforts to achieve this goal. In the official
budget allocations of the US government, funds were car-
wdrked for espionage activities inside the East-European
socialist countries to trv to destroy them from within by
organising subversive activities. The vast network of the
fotorious CIA machinery has been working surreptitiously
as.an auxiliary invisible unit of the US State Department.

CORRELATION OF FORCES CHANGES

While pursuing the global policy of war and aggression,
US imperialism is underestimating one basic fact of historv.

e world is not the same as it was before the two world
wars, In 1917 the first socialist state was born. In 1945, a
socialist bloc had come into enistence. The imperialist
Pawers have lost their colonial possessions. Barring a few
colonies, where ferce battle for liberation is going on, the
overwhehming majority of the colonies have gained political
independence. The massive economic assistance from the
socialist camp is helping the former colonial possessions of
imperialism to reduce their dependence on the western
capitalist powers. China has broken away from the orbit of
the capitalist world. The Soviet Union has developed into a
mighty power. She can counter the economic and military
challenge of the imperialist powers including the USA.
And the cconomy of the socialist countries is on solid foun-
dation, free from the crises frequently evpericnced by the
capitalist world system.

Thus “the outcome of the second world war brought vast
spefal and political changes in its train further weakening
and restricting the old order of imperialism, and carrying
forward the advance of socialism and national liberation to
new sweeping victories” (R. Palme Dutt. Introduction to
tevised cedition of Warld Politics, 1918-1936).

The stake in a global war this time is much higher. One
should not therefore be misled. The growing aggressive-
Ness of US imperialists can only frighten those who do not
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sec the growing resistance to the US war cfforts. The mad
ventuies of US imperialism only indicate their desperate-
ness to survive as the decadent bourgeois social order. We
must not forget that the dasvs are gone when mperialism
could dictate the course of world events, “Imperialism can
neither regain its lost historical initiative nor reverse world
development. The main direction of mankind’s development
1s determined by the world socialist svstem, the inter-
national working class, all revolutionarv forces”, declared
the Conference of Communist and Workers™ Parties held in
Moscow 1 June 1969.

In ow assessment of svorld developments we must always
take into account the positne factors—the ey ergrowing
strength of socialist countnes the rapid growth of working-
class movement m the capitalist countjes, the 1esistance of
democratic masses in the newlv-hiberated countires of Asia,
Africa and Latin America to the US neocolonialist designs.
and the organised offensive bv all peaceloving forces and
orgamsahions. The combined effoits of these forces can cer-
tainly forl the conspiracy of imperiahsm and prevent the
US imperialists from succeeding in theil sinster and cym'ca]
effoits to unleash a new world war.

STRUGGLE FOR PEACE MEANS STRUGGLE
AGAINST MONOPOLY CAPITALISM

The world communist movement repeatedly emphasised
the need for intensifying the struggle for world peace. The
Moscow Conference of the Communist and Workers™ Parties
ndnptcd a special “Appeal in Defence of Peace”. It says:
“The policy of aggression and war, pursued for the profit ‘Of
monopoly * capital, mtensifics, W the capitalist countries
themsehes, the evploitation of the masses, indles racial
discrimination, cultivates brute foree, leads to curtahing of
democratic freedoms and jeopardises the vital interests of
the peaple. The militarisation of the economy devours huge
material resources, presses down the standard of hvng and
places a heavy burden on the shonlders of working people.
Imperialism is responsible for channelling the ereatest
achicyements of science and technology, which throw open
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new wistas to humanty, for purposes of destruction, while
at the sxme time hundreds of milhons of people suffer
from hunger and poverty That 1s why the struggle for peace
merges with the struggle for freedom of the peoples for
progress and democracy, for deliverance from ahen domu-
mtron, from colontalism and neocolontalism, reactton and
fascist dictatorship *

For communusts, the struggle for peace 1s, therefore not
merely a humanitarian question There 15 no denving of the
fact that the humanitarian aspect of the struggle 1s no less
mportint and communists, who love manhind most are
certamly 1nspired by this At the same time communists
view all struggles fiom the class pomt of view For commu-
mists, the struggle for world peace 1s a part of therr all out
struggle agamst the class enemy—the hourgeoisie, the
monopoly capitalists, who impose war—global or local—on
the w orhing people

As Lenn pomted out  All wars are mseparable from
the politcal systems that engender them The policy which
a guen state, a given class wathun that state pmsued for a
long time before the war 1s mevitably continued by that
same class during the war, the form of action alone bemng
changed” “How can a war be accounted for without con
sidering 1ts bearing on the preceding pohey of the given
state, of the given system of states, the gven classes? I
repeat  this 1s a basic pomnt which is constmth overlooked
Failure to understand 1t makes nine tenths of all war dis
cussions mere wrangling so much serbinge’ (Collected
Works Vol 24, pp 400 & 402) The Marust Lemnist
anproach to the!question of war and peace 1s therefore,
determined by the cliss approach, fist and foremost
Fature to grsp this important aspect of the struggle for
Peace has been 1 senous wenkness of the commumist move

ment in dur countrv !
f

UNITED FRONT IN THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE

The consistent efforts of the mteinationil communist
movement, the passionate appenals 1ssued by the Commu
st International to umite alt forces opposed to fascism and
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war, before the outbreak of the second world war, cleady
show the importance communists attach to the struggle for
peace.

-Explaining the weakness of the communist movement in
the thirties Dimitrov said: “The growth in the aggressive-,
ness of German fascism and of the Japanese military clique
is first and foremost the result of the fact that the infer-
national proletariat did not succeed in acting unanimously
with all the power of its gigantic forces, did not rally
around itsclf all the working people and all the friends of
peace into a mighty front against war.” The CI repeatedly
emphasised the “importance of building up united front,
pepular front, peace front against fascism and war. Dimit-
rov dealt claborately with the question of united front, its
nature, scope, composition and character. While the “reso-
lute action of the revolutionary proletariat” was the most
important guarantee in halting the march of fascism and
war, the formation of united front with all other sections
of the working masses was an imperative need to achieve
success.

It is necessary for us to learn from the shortcomings of
the past and work ceaselessly to mobilise all sections o
people against the drive of monopoly capitalism towards
war, It is worth recollecting the teachings of Communist
International now that the US imperialists are feverishly
setting the stage for another war, Tt serves as a clear guide:
line, it emphasises repeatedly the urgency and need of
huilding up wnited front against the class enemy. Todav
the people of the world is facing the terrible menace of the
mnst monstrous enemv of mankind—the US mononolists.
Thev are the most harbarous, most brutal, most inltman
cxploiters of working people. Thev are resvonsilile for the
killing of thousands of fnnocent people in Vietnam by wag-
ing the aggressive war. They are infiltrating in all spheres
of social life of the newly-liberated countrics, thereby mak-
ing every endeavour to restore colonialism by the back
doar,

Tt i against this deadly enemy of mankind that a vigor
ons strugele i< to be waged. And to enaire suceess In this
strugele, the cooperation of all scctions of people in all
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countries 1s the pnime necessity We must keep . mind the
difference between the “immediate and the ultimate”,
though one cannot be separated from the other The imme
diate goal 15 to prevent the outbreak of a third world war
The success i this immediate task creates conditions for the
success 1n achieving the ultimate objective—elmmation of
capitalism and establishment of soctalism m the world To
mawntain peace 1s 1n the mterest of the woihing class and
warking people to achieve success m realsmg ther ulti-
mate goal

WAR CAN BE PREVENTED

The question 15 ashed by many, mcluding some com-
mumsts  Is 1t possible to avert a4 world war when the
capitalist system 1s 1 operation m most of the countries
and the United States, with all the modern scient:fic and
technological means, 1s providing leadership to the capitalist
world? The answer to this question 15 agan provided by
Dimitrov

He sitd  ‘In addition to the openls reactionarv leaders
who disrupt the umty of action of the mternational pro-
letanat mn defence of peace theie are also left’ phrase-
mongers who propagate fatalstic views to the effect that
war §s meutable and the mamtenance of peace unpossible
Simce the fundamental cause of war 1s capitalism, then, they
sav, so long as the Jatter exists, 1t 15 mpossible to avoid war,
and 1t 15 hopeless and useless to fight for the muntenance
of peace Such people are out and-out doctrinares, 1if not
simplv imposters They see cverywhere around tllenz the
raging forces of war, but they do not at all notice the mighty
factors for peace”

Tt was before the second world war that Dimutrov hrushed
wside such doctnmawe approach to the queston He men-
tioned at that time the foces of peace are to be found n
the grow g strength of the USSR and i the proletarat of
the capitalist comtries Ie castigated those who thought
that war and peace depend merelv on the capitalist govern-
ments ITe made 1t clear that mass of the people, even 1n
the capitalist countnies, do not want war
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What Dimitrov described as “fatalistic views” are being
theonsed todav by the Chinese Communist Party. The
doctrinaites fail to undeistand the mighty factors of peace
and seem to be overwhelmed by the “raging foices of war”.
Thev muss the great significance of the positive factors. the
combined strength of the socialist camp, the mighty working-
class movement in the capitalist countries, the glowing
upsurge amoug the masses in the newly-liberated countrics
to nd themselves of the legacies of colonial rule and above
all the emeigence of a socialist state in one part of Germany
—the GDR, the first German peace state, where the clamour
for war and revanchism will never be heard again. Failure
to undeistand the significance of these positive factors is
bound to lead to lack of confidence 1esulting in the fatalistic
outlaok which only inspires false confidence in the minds
of warmougers,

Dimitrov emphasised that “the fascist aggressors must be
made to feel most emphatically that his every step is vigi-
Jantly watched by millions of peaple and that any attempt
to attack other peoples will meet with the determined
resistance of the proletariat and working people of the whole
world...Only the proletariat, uniting its ranks, can be the
organiser of such a peace front, can he its driving force,
its backbone. This is now the cenhial fask of the international
proletariat as a whole... A successful struggle to maintain
peace absolutely requires that the joint activity of the pro-
letariat and the widest masses of the people be directed
against the specific instigators of war and against those
‘forces inside the country which help them directly or
indirectly.” “The whole thing”, Dimitrov said, “is to organise
the struggle of the peoples for the maintenance of peace in
good time and to carry it on contimually and everywhere
against the fascist warmongers and their backers...To
“want peace is not enough. Tt is necessary to fight for peace.
"And, the “peace front will become powerful and imvincible
if it organises practical mass action, not restricting itself to
protests, resolutions and declarations™.
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UNITED PLACE FRONT

It 15 m tlns spiit that Crcol: (Palonro Toghatt), m s
repart to the Seventh Congress of the CI appealed to all
peaceloving forces to umte aganst the menace of fascism
We defend peace  because we ate stuning to ensure the
conditions for the victory of the revolution’, sad Ercol
and the appeal was launched, the appeal addressed to all
those who are opposed to war

We lnunch ow appeal to the gicat masses who do not
want war

“Let us umte our forces Let us fight together for peace
Let us organise the umted front of all who want to defend
and preserve peace by making the fight for peace the
centre of our activity, we give the he in the most stnking
manner to all the various slandcrers, ranhmg fiom the bour-
geosie to the counter revolutionary Trotshvists who have
the effronters to say that commumsts are n fayour of war,
that they base their hopes on war, as if thev think that only
war will create situation m which 1t will be posaible to fight
for therevolution  Comrades, i the fight for peace, agamnst
impenialist war  our immediate basic pohtical tash con
Sists m ereating the widest umted fiont of the masses of
woskers and peasants, and petts bourgearsic and intellec-
tuals It s Just m ths sphere, comrades, m the spheie of the
struggle for peace that our wuted front poliev can score the
gredtest successes ”

Expressmg the disappomtment at the adequacy of‘ the
work done m this sphere by commumsts Ficolt smd  *We
cannot declare oursehes satisfied, either with the progress
which has been made i this field or with the successes of
the united front m the antwwar struggle m general The
volume of the untted front movement agunst war 1s still
ot in accord with the mtensity of war preparations on the
Part of capitalists, 15 still not m accord with the acuteness
and gravity of the war danger All ow scchons are faced
with the task of doing all that 1s necessary so that the fight
for Peice will embrace all those who do not want war, all
these who hate war, all those who are 1eady to fight for
Peace  soctal democratic worhers, the masses of those with
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paaifist inclinations, women, children, national minonties
that are under the threat of war.”

Communusts never underestimated the necessity and m-
portance of the work among all peaceloving people as
ummportant or nonrevolutionary. Emphasising the import-
ance of the work even among the pacifists, Ercoli said, "We
revolutionary worhers understand and correctly appreciate
the aspirations of the masses who show this pacifist tendéney,
even if 1t 1s stll sometimes espressed in a naive and
politically false say. Our place is at the side of these masses,
explaming to them what thev do not vet understand well,
at the same time assisting them mw fighting to achieve all
that is fundamentally just aud human i their stnving- for
peace. .. We must penetrate among the pacifist masses and
carrv out a big work of eulghtenment among them, using
forms and organisations and action which are adapted to
the level of consciousness of these masses and which give
them the possibility of taking the first step in the effective
struggle agmnst war and capitahsm.” '

WARNING AGAINST SECTARIANISM .

Waming against the sectarian danger and deviation Ercoli
cautioned communists to be extremely careful in their work
with other forces lthe the pacifists: “We miust always take
two things into account, The first is that the oiganisation of
the pacifist masses cannot and must not be a commuynist
arganisation; the second is that, i working in this orgamisa-
tion, communists must never gine up evplaining with, the
greatest patience and insistence their own point of view on
all the problems of the struggle against war. In this.way
success can be achieved in emancipating the sincere pacifists
from the influence of illusions and mistaken views, and
esposing those hypocritical paetfists who by their policy
screen the preparation for war. Unfortunately, in many cases
it must be admitted that our comrades follow the oppasite
line to this. On the one hand they attempt to give to the
organisations of the pacifist masses the character of a com-
munist organisation and introduce into 1t inappropriate
methods of leadership by the party. On the other hand, they
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neglect their obligation to conduct propaganda of our correct
Leninist position in the struggle against war. It is necessary
to correct both these mistakes.”

In the concluding remarks in reply to the discussion on
his report Ercoli sounded the note of confidence and stressed
on the urgency of united work for peace. “We must break
through the narrow bounds of the il())rmer antiwar and anti-
militarist work, we must give our fight for peace the widest
character, as far as possible embracing the whole of the
people... We shall convey to the whole world our profound
conviction that the preservation of peace 1s possible, that
it is possible to hinder war, that under defimite conditions
to avoid war is a thing that is possible and realisable. On
the basis of this conviction we shall gather around us millions
of persons for the struggle for the great, most just and most
socialist cause—the cause of peace ”

The resolution adopted by the Seventh Congress of the
Communist International after discussmg the report of
Ercoli stated that “the struggle for peace opens up before

¢ communist parties the greatest opportunities for creating
the broadest united front All those interested in the pre-
servation of peace should be drawn into this united front.
The concentration of forces against the chief instigators of
War at any given moment (at the present time—against fascist
Germany, and against Poland and Japan which are in league
with it) constitutes a most important tactical task of the
communist parties. . . The drawing of pacifist organisations
and their adherents into the united front of struggle for
Peace acquires great importance in mobilising the petty-
bourgeois masses, progressive intellectuals, women and youth

against war. , .
BIRTH OF WORLDWIDE PEACE MOVEMENT

The all-embracing world peace movement was mnot in
existence before the first world war. However, there was an
attempt to build up such a peace movement in the early
thirties on the initiative of such outstanding personalities
Itke Romain Rolland, Henri Barbusse and others (incidental-
IAMLT
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ly, twe Indian personaliies signed the appeal 1ssued for
convening the Amsterdam Antwar Congress) The popular
front movements in various European countries were the
mam form of actiity prior to the second wosld war And
this movement achieved hrmted success The need for a
really broad peace movement was felt by many after the
second world war A number of intellectuals from vanous
countnes assembled m Wroclaw, Poland, m the year 1948,
to discuss ways and means to unite the forces of peace and
to lay the foundation of a worldwide mavement for peace
An mternational Coordmating Bureau of mteﬂec‘lnng was
formed with the purpose of convenng a World Congress for
Peace It 1ssued an Appeal together with the Vomen's
International Democratic Federation and a number of 1nter-
nationally known emment mdividuals ncluding Pablo
Picasso, Pablo Neruda, Prof Juliot-Curie, Madame Irene
Juliot Curie, Lowts Aragon, Prierre Cot, Vercos, Madame
Romam Rolland, Pietro Nenm, Michael Sholokov, Martin
Anderson-Nexo, Hemnch Mann, Anna Seghers, Prof ] D
Bernal, Prof ] B S Haldane, D N Pntt, the Dean of
Canterbury, Howard Fast and a host of others In less than
two months, the Appeal received the support of 18 mter-
national orgamisations, 1,015 national orgamsations, 10,000
provincial organisations and 2,895 public figures from almost
everv country of the world
The Appeal was clear It stated “Instead of the decrease
n armes and armaments which 1t would have been natura
to eapect at the end of the world war, an overwhelming arms
race has begun Mihtary blocs which threaten the peaceful
cgexistence of the peoples are being formed In some parts
of the world fires of war are still burnmg, it and fed by
the mtervention of foreign states and the direct action of
their armed forces Bat the peoples of the world do not want
war  And the duty of all honest people, of men of art,
science and hterature, of all democratic orgamsations 15 t0
stand firmly resolved and with 2 burnng desire to achieve
umty 1 the defence of peace between the peoples ”
This simple Appeal rallied ronnd 1t thousands alt over the
world The first World Congress of Defenders of Peace, held
in Pans and Prague simultaneously—the Irench govemment
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Tefused visa to the delegates from many socialist countries
as a result of which those who could not go to Paris met in
Prague and endorsed the decisions adopted m Pans from 20
t025 Apnil 1949 Tlns was the beginnmg of the first organised
worldwide peace movement, the all embracing peace move-
ment 1n the postwai penod The World Counail of Peace was
bom as an orgamisation following a decision of the second
World Congress of the Defenders of Peace held i Warsaw
from 16 to 22 November 1950 Dunng the last two decades
the WCP has emcrged as the mightiest mternational peace
orgamsation having national committees w almost all the
countiies of the world, enjosmg the support of cross sections
of population icluding the ruling parties of many Afro-Asian
<countues and the unqualified support of the sociahist coun-
tues The WGP presents the lmgest umted platform of the
peace forces

In the process of mtensification of the struggle for peace
vanous other national and nternational orgamisations hase
been created m varous parts of the world For one reason
or other, there are still many people who have their yeserva-
tians m joming the orgamsations of the WCP In thew own
way they would hke to continue the work for peace The
WCP, therefore, took the imtative to develop jont work
with them The result 1s quite encouragmg and jomnt actions
of peace forces have become the feature of the dav

The powerful anti-Vietnam-war movement m the Umted
States, orgamsed by more than 300 peace groups jomntly, has
succeeded m everting considerable mfluence on the US
Public mind The cimpaign agamst nuclear weapons 1n the
West-Eurapean countries has become a popular motement
In Japan, thousands and thousands of people participate 1n
the movement for banning atomic weapons The militant
demonstrations organised by the Japanese people agamnst the
Japan US secunty pact, agunst NEATO and for withdraw-
mg US military bases from Japan mdicate the powerful
expression of the Japanese people’s determmed bid to
oppose am attempt to drag Japan into the fold of US war
machnery It can be sad that today the peace orgamsations
act on almost every 1ssue concerned with war and peace And
Uus movement 1s growing with every passing day
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EXPERIENCE OF INDIAN PEACE MOVEMENT

The Indan contingent of the World Peace Council has
from the very beginning—barring that short period at the
imtial stage when the sectarian leadership of B. T. Ranadive
tned to convert the peace organisation into a ist
organisation ignoring the teachings of the Communist Inter-
national regarding the united front for the struggle for
peace—pursued broadly a correct policy of united front
in the peace movement., It succeeded in enlisting the support
of emment personalities from different walks of hfe, pohtical
leaders belonging to all parties who were prepared to work
together in support of the hberation movements of the
colonial peoples, against atomic weapons, for nonalignment,
agamst US neocolomalst designs directed against the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of our country, against Us
aggiession in any part of the woild, particularly in Vietnam.

As was expected, reaction dubbed the peace movement
as a front organisation of commumsts Reactionary elements,
who now belong to the Syndicate after the split in the
Caongress, jowned the chorus though the foreign policy of the
]goyernment of India enunciated by their partv was, more or

ess, m broad conformity with the policies and programmes
of the peace movement.

INCORRECT UNDERSTANDING LEADS TO
MISGIVINGS

There were misgivings in the ranks of the communist
movement too Many underestimated the significance of the
struggle for peace m spite of the valuable guidance of the
international communist movement. Their participation in
the activities for peace was more a matter of ritual than
something arising out of deep conviction. There is a_ten-
dency to belittle the importance of joint work with others,
particularlv with congressmen. It appears to be difficult for
many to reconcile with the idea of joint work for peace with
the very same congressmen with whom communists are at
Toggerheads so far as the struggle in the domestic front is
concerned. This dificultv arises because of our Jack of
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correct understanding of united front, be it for peace or
ather issues,

It should be borne in mind, when communists work jointly
with other forces, particularly with those which represent
some alien class, they never subordinate the interest of
working class to the bourgeoisie. Thev work in the united
front with heterogencous elements for a limited objective
without forgoing their independent role-—the vanguard role
of the working class. A united front is a platform and not a
party. No parties in the united front give up their own policy
or programme. They unite for a particular cause and for
joint struggle to achieve that cause. So far as the peace
movement is concerned, the representatives of different
political parties work together for world peace, which, to
communists, is essentially a struggle against imperialism,
against monopoly capital.

Lenin taught ‘us that cven a section of the bourgeoisie
may oppose the drive of the monopoly capital for unleash-
ing a world war at a particular time for some particular
reason. The Seventh Congress of the CI advocated joint
work with those who are prepared to even go half the
way: “The communists must invite the collaboration of all
Pacifist organisations that are prepared to go with them
even if only half the way towards a genuine struggle against
imperialist war.”

"Those who have reservations, or in some wav opposition,
to joint work for peace with congressmen, should better
Eecall the teachings of the CI Dimitrov stated clearly:

In forming the antifascist people’s front, a correct approach
to those organisations and parties whose membership com-
Prises a considerable number of the working peasantry and
the mass of the urban_petty. bourgeoisie is of great im-
portance. In the capitalist countries the majority of these
Parties and organisations, pn]itical as well as economic, are

Stll under the influence of the bourgeoisie and follow it.
The social composition of these parties and organisations is
lletemgeneous. Thev include rich peasants side bv side with
Tandless P ts, big busines n alongside petty shop-
keepers: hut control is in the hands- of the former, the
agents of hig capital. This obliges us to approach different
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orgamsations in different ways, remembenng that often the
bulk of the membership 1gnores the real political character
of the leadership  Under certamn conditions we can and
must try to draw these parties and organisations or certain
scctions of them to the side of the antifascist people’s
front despite thew bourgeors leaderslup ”

In “Left-wing” Communism Lenm smd  ‘The more
powerful enemy can be vanquished only by eserting the
utmost cffort, and by the most thorough, careful, attentive
and shilful obligatory use of everv, even the smallest, ‘nft”
among the enemies, every antagonism of interests among
the bourgeosie of the vanous countries and among the
various groups or tvpes of bourgeoiste within the vanous
countrics, and also by tahing advantage of every, even the
smallest, opportumty of ganmg a mass ally, even though
this ally be temporary, vaallating, wnstable, unreliable and
condiional Those who fail to understand tlus, fail to
understand even a particle of Marusm, or of scientific,
modern sociahsm 1 general’ (Selected Works, Three-Vol
Edn 1964 Vol 111 p 418)

Tt 1s therefore, absolutely correct to make all endeavours
to buwld up umited front for peace with congressmen It 15
all the more important now m view of the political deve-
Ionments m our countrv durmg the last one vear The turn
of events m Indin has vindicated the conectness of the
Party Programme adopted at the Seventh Congress, held
m Bombay from 18 to 23 December 1964, wiich advocated
the formation of a national democratic front The Pro-
gramme savs ‘Developing out of the jomt actions of the
mass orgamsations of workers, peasants cmployees and
agneultural workers, as well as of the Commurust Party,
and other left and socialist parties, the national democrahc
front will draw to its ranks not onh the masses following
the Congress, but also 1ts progressive sections ”

And 1t 1s this progressne section of the undinded
Congress that has jomed the peace and sohidanty move
ment And m tlus ficld 1t protides the basis of the demo-
cratic front for a particular objectne and with a Timted
scope It was not an accident that this verv scetion wluch
consistently took an ant: impenalist position, was the most
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vocal campaigner for the election of V V. Gin as the
President of India And today, agam 1t s this section of
the divided Congress which 1s fighting withm its party
for progressive policies directed agamst Indian monopoly
capital ‘and for immediate land reforms Thus the jont
work 1n the peace movement did certamly contnbute,
though m a small way, to the greater national cause This
should not be mmimised or underplayed

The weakness of the Indian peace movement 1s not m
tning to orgamse united action with congressmen The
weakness lies, first and foremost, m the failure to mobilise
the orgamsed masses—workers, peasants and the bulk of
the worling people—as the most orgamised, active and
effectne detachment of the umted struggle for peace
Falure to orgamse mdependent actions of the masses from
therr own platforms remams a major weakness It 15 not
enough to respond to the call of the peace movement from
time to time Consistent and sustamed activity against each
and evers move of the imperalists should be orgamsed by
the mass orgamsations themselves In a countrv wheie the
overslielming matonty of the population Ine and waik 1n
rmal areas, the peasantrv and rural population are not
drawn in the peace movement The relationship of our
struggle for social reforms and of the struggle for peace is
not properly eaplamed to them In order to draw the entire
worhing people 1n the peace movement, 1t 1s necessary to
explamn that the struggle agamst the dnve of the mter-
national moncpoly capitalists for war 15 a part of the
struggle of the working masses 1n our country agamnst thewr
counterparts Indian monopoly caprtal 1s mtensifymg ats
offensive agamst the working people and 1s iflictng more
and more hardships on the masses, 1t 1s creating obstacles
to all social reforms and 1s tightening up 1ts control m the
sphere of our economy and political ife The interest of
Incian monopoly capital 15 1nestricably lmhed with that of
International monopoly capital Unless thus 1s explamed and
clearly understood, response from the bulk of the working
People will always remain lukewarm

Secondl), though a number of important congressmen
are actie'm the peace mos ement, the vast masses following

e
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the Congress have never participated in the peace move-
;ncnlt. In both cases, it remains a sort of unity at the top
evel, .

Thirdly, kh'c peace movement correctly tried, and in
some cases did succeed, to associate individual leaders of
other parties, particularly the SSP and PSP, who do not
support the policies of ‘the peace movement. They have
completely erroncous views on international affairs parti-
cularly on US aggression in Vietnam and Isracli aggression
on Arab countries.

It is necessary for the party of the working class to
launch an ideological campaign, in a friendly and persua-
sive maumer, to help these left parties get rid of the mis-
givings and wrong outlook on international developments.
Genuine socialists can never compromise with the sinister
conspiracy of the monopoly capitalists. And the mistakes
committed by the European social-democrats, before the
secand world war, must not be allowed to be repeated.
With great patience the followers of the SSP and PSP have
to be explained this.

Political developments in our country demand united

action of all progressive forces. And the present interna-
tional situation demands united action of all forces to pre-
vent the outbrenk of a third world war, To build up a unitect
frog is by itself a major political struggle. It is not an easy
task.
The example of Vietnam should serve as a lesson to all
those who strive to build 2 solid, effective united front
against imperialism. Communists take their rightful place
in the forefront in any struggle against imperialism. While
striving for world peace, they champion the cause of
national hberation, which again is directed against impe-
rialism.

Vietnam is the most glaring example of the strugele
against the most brutal and most aggressive imperiahst
power. And the building of a multiclass united front against
US imperialism has greatly contiibuted to the success of
the struggle of the Vietnamese people, which is being waged
on three fronts—political, military and diplomatic. It re-
quired great patience, skill, political matunty and wisdom
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to build up the National Front for Liberation, which
Pprovides leadership to the people of Vietnam. Flexible
approach, consistent efforts to unite all sections and all
forces who are opposed to US aggiession and who stand
for the liberation of Vietnam irrespective of their class
character and views on other matters, for the purpose of
attaining the immediate goal—national salvation—succeed-
ed in bringing about the united front. That is how tinv
Vietnam has humbled the mighty impenalist giant—US
imperialism—in the battlefield, isolated the US government
in the international arena and earned the svmpathv and
support of the entire world The united resistance of the
Vietnamese people against the US aggressors is containing
US imperialism. It is a fight for independence and national
salvation of the Vietnamese people It is a fight for ensuring
the independence, security, national sovereignty of all
countries of Asia including India The significance of the
Struggle of our Vietnamese fijends, the meaning of their
tnparalleled suffering and sacrifice have to be understood
‘properly.

Tt has also to be understood that the same US imperialism
which js waging the dirty war in Vietnam is mounting its
all-round offensive against all the newlv-hiberated countries.
US imperialists do not always go for hot war evervwhere

1 Some countries, as in Vietnam now, thev wage the most
barbarous war, in some others they infiltrate in the field of
‘€conomy;, culture, social and political life of the nation, in
others they organise coups d’etat, as in Indonesia, Ghana
and Cambodia, in order to put some of their puppets to
Power, in still others thev continue to pressurise the govern-
ment-in-power to toe their global policv of war and aggres-
Slon They choose the most reactionary, corrupt and conser-
Vative elements to create US lobbies in the countries of
Asia, Africa and Latin America

It is against these machinations of US imperialists that
the DPeace movement in India has to wage a relentless
battle, 1t should not be forgotten that the interests of US
ononaly capital and its counternarts in India are closel

',nl‘e‘], though on the question of unleashing a global war
night now Indian moenopoly capital may not line up with



104 MARxisT MIS(ILLA.\T

its Us Masters Ty, Struggle of the Worki DPeople of gy
Country £, socra] Teforms, fo, Curbing ¢ angerously
Creasipg Menace of Monopoly, capital” g the struggle.

of S Jmpenahsm are mterl‘WmEd

oclay o b Tugele for €, 50 far

as our ¢ s concerned, S @ concrete task to fuln It

S noj Tely an o, 01 I we g1 to understang
h

v,

1t shoyly also b femembere, g that 1t 4 10t an aeerdent
that the forees of right Teaction 4, our country hay e un-
Ieasheq 2 moungy, TOpagand, offensyy o against the Sontet

Mon gpg socal; Hlites The 1, I countr
15 mteng,f AMpagn of hes and slander agamst
the soq, Countreg its bid ¢, DPotson the mind of the

People, 1ejudice them Agamst e Socialist camp and
tion ¢ algn closely with the

Sttuaty
Western Mpergst Owers

To for the attempig of Us Mpenalistg and theyy hench
men 1 gy country 1y o mperatyy o that o) those who value

e
SUpport of the hbemtmn movements, all thoge who Oppose
colonnhsm and neocolomahsm should umte together 1,

d m

0 saye mankipg from the Catastrop]q of anothe, world
“ar, we must Intengfy the g le for e Tiys g5 the

T s
Struggle agamst the forces of Capitalism and gy, Vietnam
mstils el and confidence in us



Lenin in the Tamil Press

(1917-24)

C. S Subramanyam

The Lgnin Centenary has aroused a deep desire to know
something about the actual impact of this great personality
and his work on India and Indians darmg his hfetime To
get some idea of this impact a search has been undertahen
to look into the past and thus study relates to the penod
from 1617 to 1924 till about the tume of the gieat leader’s
death This study 15 confined to the reports that have
appeared about the events, meetings, etc, m the south of
gl:tim and particularly m the nationalist press of the Madras

y.

The first impression one gets from a study of the avail-
able materials 15 the tremendous importance of this period
m the history of the national-lberation movement No
student of social history, who is interested in the under-
standing of it, can afford to neglect this interesting study
of the events of this period and for a Marsist it is all the
more important. But that is a separate task and has to be
worked out on the basis of a wider canvas and greater data
ranging over the whole of India. I shall confine myself to
naming a few salient characteristics that strike on€’s mind
while studying the reportage in the press It must be
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FIRST NEWS ABOUT THE REVOLUTION

Even as the political situation was hotting up in India,
came the news of the fall of the tsar m March 1917 and,
what was more, the news of the October Revolution. This
\Was given out as “Maximalists” triumph, Maximalist being
the term used in the first news telegrams to connote the
Bolsheviks; and onc of the first reports appearing in the
press has published a telegram of Reuters under dateline
8 November 1917, that Lenin who was the leader of the
movement had demanded an #mmediate armistice and
Peace, that Lenin who was received with prolonged cheers
made a speech in which he outlined the three problems

_efore Russian democracy, the first, “the immediate conclu-
sion of the war, for which the new government must
Propose an armistice, the second, the handing over of the
land 1o the peasants and the third, the settlement of the
Cconomic crisis”,

us, the very first news that appeared in the press
clearly states that Lenin was the leader of the movement,
and we can take it that this idea of Lenin as the leader of
the Russian revolution became established in the minds of
the newspaper reading public in India, especially among
the nationalist leaders. And the attempts of imperialist. pro-
Paganda to blacken Lenin bv slandering him as a German
agent, in its own way, helped to confirm this idea that
Lenin was the leader of the revolution and further evoked
a desire to know more about Lenin. .

Tracing the 1eferences to the course of the revolution, tl_1e
comments on the doings of the Bolshevik government till
the time of the death of Lenin in January 1924, and the
editorial notices on his death, the impression one gets can

¢ summed up and classified on the following lines. .

Firsily, that although at the end of the first world war in

8. several crowns had been toppled in Europe., the Rl.lSSXnn
Tevolution had a special significance to the Indian nat.mnal-
Ist leaders because thev found that in actual practice it was
the Bolshevik government that implemented the decl;'\mlion
of self-determination and took a consistent stand for it. And
this practicsl demonstration was an important fact that
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subject people that 1s important for a growing revolutionary
Tovement To dismuss this as yet weak demand for self-
determination as evidence of loyalty to the impenalists and
fal to see the potentialities of 1t would be a grave error
Some loyalists tll:ere were, and their loyalty to the impenal
15t rulers was such that when the actual moment came for
an action agamnst the misdeeds of impenahsm they ranged
themselves on the side of the rulers but the people rallied
belund those who acted agamst mmpenahsm In fact this
15 the Ley to the understanding of the growth of the Con
gress, under Gandhr’s leadership, as a mass orgamisation
and the decay of the mfluence of the moderates among
their own followess, therr unpopulanty among the people
and even the growmg hatred of the people agamst them
‘Gandhi, m his address to the Gujarat Politrical Conference
m December 1917 says, ‘the time for holding meetings and
‘Passing resolution 15 past Meetings and speeches have’thelr
own place and time, but thev cannot make a Nation

At the beginning, the wterest of the press m the Russian
Tevolution was from two angles one, that of the fall of
the tsar—the dethronement of a corrupt regime of terror,
the setting up of a democratic government, of a republic
and the other, what has already been mentioned above—
What effect 1t would have on the fortunes of the Allies 1
the war While the Februarv Revolution was welcomed as
Something that would help to clear the Augean stables, set
the house i order, so that the mghty Russian manpower
and resources can bring about a decisive change favour
of the Alhes in this war, there was a certam amount gf un
casiness when the first reports of the ‘Maumalists” (the
extrermists) getting the upper hand came m One should
51 there was a sort of confusion 4 puzzle and more so
When the report came that Leum, the leader of the revolu-
tion, had called for an 1mmedate armistice yath a vew to
lemg the war nght then Will there be a separate peaceP—
ashed The Hindu m the concluding portion of its first
Comment on 24 November 1917 on the October Revolution
Sumlarly the Swadesamuthran, the Tamil nationalist daily,
M 1ts first comment on 20 November 1917 wrote thus
Swce it appears that the extremsts hue ganed the upper-
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Subramanya Bharathi’s greatness is not only in the fact
that he was one of the carliest persons to state that the
Russian revolution was a socialist revolution which was
succeeding in its objective, though his idea of what social-
ism is was too vague and may not be very correct in the
strict Marxian sense. But a survey of what he has written
from about this time till the time of his death in September
1921 reveals an understanding of the Russian revolution far
ahead of his contemporaries and a genuine friendliness to-
wards it. This is illustrated in the following.

In an introductory passage to an article on the “Marriage
Laws of New Russia® (Swadesamithran, 19 June 1920) he
very distinctly states that “the tsarist government was des-
troyed' mainly by the strength of the Bolshevik Party; yet,
power did not pass immediately into the hands of the
B,olsheviks. For some time the capitalist groups made
Rrerensky the leader and started a kind of republic. But
}}9rensky could not stand against the revolutionary flood
and he fled the country, taking refuge in one of the Allied
countries.” This shows that he grasped the fact that the
revolution was a continuous process from February 1917
onwards and the leading role was played by the Bolsheviks.

In another article in January 1918, where he refers to
the state of Tamil journals and newspapers, he criticises
one of them for the ill-informed item of news which stated
that in Russia “there is 2 man called Bolshevik who is
supposed to have formed a party and was harming the cause
of the Allies” and laughs at it for not knowing that it is
another name of the Maximalist Party—a party of revolu-
tionaries.

BHARATHI'S IDEALS BEING REALISED
IN PRACTICE

Bharathi refers to the proposal to abolish money in Soviet
!‘ussin in an article published on 2 March 1921. His own
ideal, he stated, in one of his poems runs thus:

The thirty crore people’s society
To the whole of it: Socialism...
MM
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equal moral code for man and woman will come mnto bemng
wmstead of the abominable he that under Bolsheviks women
are held in common He says that even a clever man’s blufl
will be exposed within a week and how long these people
<an go on spreading slander about a great country

On 11 March 1921 m a subeditortal comment on the
London Tunes correspondent’s despatch about the difficul-
4ies of Russia, 1t 1s stated, with natrve humow, that these
men who, when there 1s the shghtest sign of smoke fiom
Lenm’s beard, would telegraph the whole world that Ins
ashes have been taken to the Atlantic for immersion m the
sea”

Ou 12, 14 and 23 March 1921, one comes across editonal
<comments applauding the good relations between Russia
and Turkey and the success of Soviet diplomacy On
15 Januarv 1921, m an article on the trade agreement
between Bntamn and Russia, Bharatht comments 1romcally
how greatly the mmnds of Lloyd George and Curzon—who
had declared that only after destroying Lemn, Trotskv and
their assoctates and consigmng their ashes to the sea, will
they treat Russia as a country of men worth talking to—
would have suffered before agreemng to thus trade agreement

In the hght of these instances we can mamtan that
Bharaths, the great patnot poet and wnter, was the
staunchest fiend of Russia, who found much m umson
with his own 1denls m Russta A close fnend of Bharathy,
T Kodandaraman related to me that he remembers taking
Bharatht to a neetng of M & SM ialway worhers at
Perambur in Madras, where he had thnlled the workers
singing his patriotic songs 1n the spited way only he could

SELF-DETERMINATION IMPLEMENTED ONLY
BY RUSSIA

Soon after the October Revolution, the bourgeos press
got busv spreading slanders agamst the Bolshevihs, that
Lenm and his men were German agents bribed bv them
to cause confusion on the eastern front, that they have no
sense of honour or obligation But the businesslike wav in
which the Soviet government proceeded to start armistice
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tised by the Bolsheviks for it is a question very largely
affecting their material prosperity.”

DISBELIEF IN SLANDERS AGAINST THE SOVIET

It is this aspect of the sincerity of the Bolsheviks in the
principle of self-determmation, the concrete manner in
which they stood for 1t against the Germans, that was
responsible for the growing disbelief m all the slanders
agamst them. Much of the abuse against them as blood-
thirsty devils, of men who had no honour, no principles, etc.
simply did not wash. Most of the news manufactured from
Riga “through the London Tunes correspondent sent by
Reuters about the collapse of the regime etc. began to be
taken with a pinch of salt. And the oft-repeated news of
collapse followed so often with the news of Bolshevik
trouble only made the despatches look ridiculous How well
the nationalist press saw through all tlis can be seen in
some of the comments of the Tamil nationalist daily
Swadesamithran, which we have already referred to earlier.
There are some other instances where editorial comment
has always stated that it is not easy to conclude that all that
the telegrams say is true, as for esample The Hindu on
5 January 1918: “Mr Ransome’s sympathetic account of
the Bolshevik government in the "Daily News was not
altogether stupid and wrong as the Times sought to make
out.”

In an editorial review of Edmund Candler's book
(Bolshecism—Dream and Fact) on 23 June 1920, the paper
says: “The writer can searcely be said to have paid due
justice to the working out of the great experiment, which
Dy itself according to the latest information available is not

so far removed from civilisation as we were asked to believe
by interested inforntants.”

On 11 May 1922, in an editorial on the “Geneva Crisis™,
it condemms the attitude of France in regard to negotiations
with Soviet Russia aud goes on to say that despite all the
successive white revolts, which she along with Brtain set
up and encouraged, failed to crush Soviet Russia, it (the
Sauiet) has held firm power for over five years; and it goes

P
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on further 5By Whay Justice 15 g0, ™ Wsisting g,y
a state shoulq conform ¢, & particulay type 1n order tha
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an editory,j entitled “Thp

Then Agam op 1g Apnl 1924, 1,
Soviet and Peyeo on the Laboyr 8% trimepy
ment vy, Russm, 1t sayg, the Sovict easily doy e oped a
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ifference between Prous declaranons promxsmg Something-

M the futyre b; stages ang the practicyy and smmedyase
xmpIemenfahon of the Prineiple

ON THE COOPERATIVE MOVEML‘NT AND RUSSIA

As one treads one’s vy through the Press ong comes
across gy editor,] on 23 September 1918 o,y the coopera-
tie Movement 4, Russia 1 The Hineyy AIthough s
Written with View to show what a power, ul and Ppotent
Mo\ ement the C00peratiye Moy emeng 1S, 1t also shows that
the Prneipal 5,0 of the Bolshey 1 Was to gee that “ghe
funds of the C peratiy o ?ank ate not used for ﬁrnnom;,"

Agam on 14 Febnxnn 1922, the Pper noges with satis-
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of the Buckingbam & Camgyj, Mills, Owned by, Europeans
and emp]oying over 6,000 Workers, Tp;e union “wag formeq

e Anglo—Indmn prt;ss saw “Bo]shevism” in every, agita.
tion—pe 7 for the Pohtica] demapq of Home Rule or the

Organised early Jahour Struggles said thae agitators,
trouble nd intereste, Dolitician h tirred up
Peacefy] rkers, But €1, politic,] lead, vere
equal}, to say that wag Bolshevisn, but
Antagon, agamst g Tment ang ¢ th ment d;q
ot handle 44 th TStanding 8round w1 1, read,
Or spread Bolshey;, deas. Yer h ere averse tg
Attempt 1, ) W more ghg,, Lenin out Bolsheyil

Ussia from o) available ¢ 1rees. Most of the sourees avail
able to ¢, articles ¢, appeare( ; th fomgn
DPress, majn Iy h. M f 1t vwag anti—BoIstewk, but in

1S co, u
Significang thing s that some,
and the Bolshey;y. Revolution.

Thus the Indian Reviey, , month] Tagazine, carries an
article in jtg June 1918 Issuye entitledy “Trotg] Y and Lenip™,

i e 1 POIts in the foreign DPress; for it galks
of what the organ of Ttalian Socialism Says, what 2
Amerjcan Writer Says, whag the urrens O, nion says, and
°ven, what the London Tory Pogs and the London 27,4
33ys; and jt x'nteresting o note at it Concludes thus;
“For one ing, the firt British idea of Lenin anq the men
fround him ¢ irresponsip)e and ignorant blatherskites, used
by Germgps s pai instnrments, had ¢ be aban, oned evep
by the “Tory London Post—yyg ismi;
ete, as o, n of no account, The (Ienuncintion of him in
Anglo—]ndian Press as 5 hired 160) of the German s too
Preposteroys ¢, ¢ denjeq.”

The Hingy Publisheq an article o, 27 May. 1921 op “The
Leadersh;, of Lenin—rp;, Strategic Rotreae” by a special
correspondent of Manchestor “ardian ang a full text of
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Rev J. H. Holmes’s speech on the three great world leaders
including Lenin on 4 June 1921, and an article on Lenin
from the London Times in its issue dated 23 May 1923—
this was stated to be from a Russian correspondent to the
Times. And the Swadesamithran published a translation of
a lifesketch of Lenin by the London Times’s correspondent
in its issue dated 3 May 1919 and the introductory passage
to the publication of the translation says: “The present
regime in Russia has been termed Bolshevist and a lot of
horrible news has been spread about them. Here we give a
sketch of Lenin’s life and his principles.” The Hindu pub-
Yished in February 1924 the “Life-Sketch of Lenin” by
Arthur Ransome ‘in Manchester Guardian in two parts
shortly after Lenin’s death. Thus apart from the references
made to Lenin in the course of the publication of general
news jtems, specifically some attempt had been made to
give to the reading public an idea of the personality of this
great figure, the dominant figure—the maker of the Russian
Tevolution. :
The first biography of Lenin to appear in the South in
the form of a booklet was written in English by G. V.
Krishna Rao. The first edition of this book was published
by him from Guntur in the Navavuga Prachuralaya and a
second edition with a chapter on “Lenin and Gandhi” from
Madras (Ganesh & Co.). The Hindu in a review of this
book published on 26 November 1921 states: “Lenin is
among the great names that resound throughout the world
at this hour and great is the curiosity of men to know what
sort of man he is...There is a character sketch of him
which shows that he is not quite the monster he is often
painted. There is also an appendix containing extracts from
‘his writings” Mitrokhin, the Soviet scholar, has already
referred to this booklet in his book Ewverest among Men.
“The biography has for its sources the reviews that had ap-
peared in the Guardian of a few books that had been pub-
Tished in England. What is of significance is that Krishna
Rao felt hold enough to bring out a publication on Lenin
and it should have served the needs of at least some people
who thirsted for a better knowledge of Lenin, than all the
scrappy material that appeared in the press of that time. It
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TePresents an attempy 4, fulfl 4 need Ang g, fact thag 3¢
Contamns the thesi ‘ Bourgeq,s Democmcy and

Toletaria, chmtorshp” to the firg; congress of the Third
Intemntxon‘nl and also 4, Article “gp Bolshey 5 ) Lemn

'S evidence o the author’s appreciation of the Communsp

would gy, that attempt 4, gne g charaeter shetch

of Leniy 1 the progs Stems frop, the tendene, men 1

8enera] ¢, Took for the mep who made Iustor), of an urge

to reaq and Understanq the Russian, revolutiop 'y terms of
s leadip personalxty

Analy Smg these references t0 Lenp “e can spo that most

of them emphasise ¢ 8reatness of the DPersonahygy, some-

have caught the Pomt ghae despite all “the altempgs ¢

slandermg him and aJ the attempis 4, Overthroy that

Tegime, the Sovzet revolutyop, not o), Withstooq these

attacks p, #ed stronge, ore Instmg ang
altributeq 4 to the s, f and ntelhgenes and the 8reatness of
emn ), S ap, Plion of the facp that e revolution
Wieh e carred Hzrough under leade, hip was o revo-
lion that p, d e Undamepy,) changed . social
Structyre, 2 s olyect g h hange ang 1t was
bent Upon canyme oyt that chang, nly thoge Who worleq

fmong the Iabourmg classes Like T Varadarapy, Nardy
and Smgamvelu €mphag;se that he stood fo,. € worker,
for abohtion of explottation Smgara»elu's tnbute 1 g
Laboy, Kushan Gazette 1 Noteworyy that he lays his
nger on the key fact that he (Lemn) Succeeded ,p, render-
g this sopqp] Wrong (exploxtation of the many by the few)
Mpossible 1 his own lang

A CONCRESS DISTRICT COMMHTEE’S TRIBUTE

It stnles one g Somethny Strange thoe M Spite of fhe
Number of strikes thyy took plac, m thg period, the number
of umions that v er. formeq and the fe,, hour Conferences
held a¢ which se, eral Inboyy Unions \ere representcd, that
one does pgp Cote acrogg am resolution o Breehings to the
Sovret Umon or of condolence on the death of enm It i
howey e Noteworth, that one €omes across 4 report of gpe



LENIN IN THE TAMIL PRESS (1917 24) 123

meeting held under the auspices of 2 Congress commuttee—
the Nellore District Congress Commuttee (Nellore s a dis-
triet headquarters 1 the present Andhia Pradesh)—to
mourn the death of Lenm The meeting was addressed by
the sccretary of the District Congress Committee V Ragha-
vizh and the report savs that he talhed at length on the
great qualities of Lenm at the end of winch a resolution
of condolence on the great leader’s death was passed
Vemalagnti Raghaviah was a Congress MLA I contacted
this gentleman through a friend and he was Lind enough
to send me a notc on what mnfluenced him to speak on
Lemn and I give the followmg extiacts from Ius note

“Lemn as I Picturcd for Myself”

‘The year was 1924 I orgamsed a public meetng  a
couple of hundreds of Nellore citizens gathered hemd me
speaking on the life and achier ements of Lemn The small
audience  silently listened to me though a few were
wisibly moved by my narration of the gieat Soviet leader’s
struggles and travals and the ultmate and unfortunate
denuse of the great and unequalled leader of the suffering
hu‘mamty .

“Regard and admiration were hindled i me after reading
the Ten Days that Shook the World wnitten by two Amen~
can authors who hved and witnessed the proletarian revo-
lution organised by the great Soviet leader under the direct
msprration of s ‘Gury’ Karl Maix—the earhest liberator
m modern times of downtrodden hummty This very caph-
vatng book was smuggled for me mto the Vellore Central
Jail where I was spending my one year’s ST m 1921 22 on a
charge of sedition agamst the then Bntish Indian adminis-
tration Immedately after release I purchased fifteen copies
of this verv mteresting book and circulated the same among:
many Congess workers i and out of jail

T'still hold Lenn 1n great veneration how he toled
50 much and so effectnvely to uphft the helpless, the oppress-
ed‘and the evplated m the past few centures

T am a fervent follower of Mahatma Gandhi and see
N0 mconsistency 1n appreciating the historical (sic) service
rendered by Lenm m the cause of the common man ™
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That he haq been abje to collect 5 few hundreq People
At that tyme and that he had the UIge to pay thyg tubute to
enn 1s testimony, enough of the pact of Leny on one
who took Part in" the struggle fo, ational freedop, under

A NEw TREND 15 BORN

The 1mpact of all this q,q begn 1o 1416 00t among some
People—,j ough ] €y were few—swho sought ¢, put for.
ward a pey Programme fo, the workers and Misans of the
lng Already m Decempey 1922, wo nd a Commumeatyop
from opg Mpsg Velay uthayy, to the Swade.yamzlhmn m
which he nstanceg Sympathy, o, the Indap struggle for

fr 0;

‘ture 1n Europe Mahatmg Gandhy ppg emphagsed discip-
Ime Bo these Qualities gpe there 1 Lenm Thoe 15 the
reason for hyg Success If ye are to win, v, should follow
our leader »

Places—one 4 the Tphicane Beach apg another a¢ the

at which he explameq the s, objects apqg Programme of 5
du X

e Try
Was addresseq by Mps Ve!ayu!hnm, Knshnas“amx Sarma
and Subraman ; Swva, who WEIe very argeny nd sincere
Congress Workers of fhqs Period Ang gy, 1s followed |y
the follomng telegram 1o the Alce sent by Sigaravely on
24 May 1923
‘ Pray resoh e Immediate cpy ) Tesistince—yy, mnflicting
Toss on enem, rather thyy self suffer, N8—~Swaray Iy penance

futile, Mpossible—ma} e \hlntm-qls release national jssye
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—for reopening campaign. . . organise mass labour coopera~
tion. .. Keep battle gomg till emancipation—stop Shuddhi—
Muslim unity indispensable.”

As far as one could sec this represents a distinctly new
trend in the national movement. Its significance lies m the
fact that there is a consciousness that if workers are to have
real freedom it is essential that they should have a separate
oiganisation of their own, that neither the Congress nor the
Swaraj Party can really fight for theitr—the workers'—free-
dom. Singaravelu presided over the first Communist Con-
ference in India in December 1925. Unfortunately this
beginning of a movement of a political party of the workers
and peasants did not progress far and the nationalist press
appears to have either lost touch with it or found nothing
worth reporting or giving publicity.

LECTURES ON RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

Apart from the inteiest in Lenin as a great personality
and a world figure, there has been a continuing interest in
the Soviet revolution and its fortunes, its ideals and objec-
tives. This is seen not only in the editorial comments in the
nationalist press on important occasions but also in the
lectures that have been delivered specifically about Russia,
the Russian revolution and its lessons, ete.

But that there was some interest among the intelligentsia
to know more about Russia and discuss about it can be seen
in the fact that there is news of two lectures, one in 1921
and another in 1923, relating to Bolshevism and Russian
revolution. As early as on 23 October 1918, The Hindu
carrted an announcement of a lecture to be delivered by
the Headmaster of Ilindu High School, Triplicane, on
“Socialism and Its Implications”, but unfortunately the
lecture has not been reported. In August 1921, a lecture by

Dr John Matthai on the “Theory of Bolshevism” has been
reported and in 1923, there was a lecture on “The Russian
Revolution and Its Lessons” by Principal M. Rathnaswami
at the YMIA on 80 November 1923, in which he tries to
state that the Bolshevik theory has been unsuccessful in
practice but admits that Lenin and the Bolsheviks faced a
.;:F"

3
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verv severe trial n the fivst few vears and showed that they
had the capaaity to withstand 1t

On 26 November 1925, the Swadesanuthran pubhshed an
extract from an artidde of C V. Raman, the distingmshed
scientist, praising the stability of the Soviet regime and the
attention and care paid by 1t to education and science

The Cnglish reading public was but a fraction, an mfitute-
simal fraction, of the people of the Iand But one has to
bear m mund that the greater number of political Teaders
were 1ntellectuals who had ther cducation’ in Englsh and
the seethung ferment and idealism were widespread among
them It 15 cunous to note that the Labour Kishan Gazette
was brought out tn English

One reason why literature 1 Enghsh has been promnent
could be the state of literacy mn our land The few that had
the benefit of education found it easier to recapitulate what
they read mn Enghsh itself rather than mahe the effort to
make 1t available i the mother tongue, the language of the
people Even the Indian language press shaped itself on
the model of the English newspapers It did not reflect
fullv the needs of the common people and served a class of
people m the rural parts and the semurban areas, a lewsur-
<d class that had no great ambition to have higher educa
tion but was satisfied with a smattering of Enghsh that
would enable them to follow the spoken or wntten word
and for the rest, they preferred to have their knowledge of
the affairs of the world m their mother tongue And the
newspapets which catered mauly to the educated wtell
gentsia largely of the upper classes could not neglect fully
the thoughts and happenmgs of the lower” classes There-
fore the absence of any reports about the reaction amongst
the workers and ordmary people of the land to the events
of the Russian revolution could not be taken to mean that

there was absolutely no reaction amongst them or that there
was worthwhile reaction among them
The effect of the Russian revolution on the national
movement i the South may be broadly divided mto three
¢

types
(1) A vague reference to the topphng of crowns and
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empures, the consciousness that something remarkable had
been effected and 1t was not confined to Russia alone

(2) Utihsing the charge of Bolshevism made by Anglo
Indian press, to repudiate it, but stressing the fact that if
the British ovcrlorgs were not reasonable and sensible n
their approach to the Indian question, thev would be help-
g the Bolshevil. doctrme to strihe root among the people,
e use it as a lever to press for the changes they were ash-
g for

(8) A desire to refute the charge that they (the Indian
nationalists) were Bolsheviks, who beheved m anarchv and
violence one finds an editorinl comment angnly refuting
the stories about Moscow gold playing a role 1n this Id,
the Daily Telegraph story of Lemn and Zmoviey having
ostabhshed contact with Gandhi, promismg ad to the
national hiberation movement

OTHER PRESS RLPORTS

But while they were keen on repuditting the story of
mfuence of Moscow, nevertheless, they give some pubhaty
1o the other side of the picture as well In addition to the
articles from The Teumes that were published about the
Bolshevil, regime’s drawbncks, etc the press carned also
some other reports that showed that things m Russin under
Bolshevism were not so bad as 1t was sud to be Under ths,
We can instance certain reports from the press 1 America,
of reports of London meetings of Indians addressed by
Rajni Palme Datt, of the reception given to S Kasturiranga
Ivengar, The Hindu editor, by the Workers’ Welfare League
of Incha, London, urging hum to work for the formition of
trade umons, etc Some propaganda materral did come
through to India In an womeal reference to the attempts
of the Bntish mpenthists to ban news about Russia the
wnter of a feature article mm the Swadesamithran on
4 November 1920 refers to the ban on 'the entry of the
Mmagizine Sowct Russia by the government and “the credit
for this land not becommg Bolshevik should go the ability
of the bureaucrats who rule India” Even The Hindu wrote
M one of its subeditorls, on 15 June 1922, refuting the
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charge of Moscow s wnfluence, thus That Bolshevik propa-
anda 1s bemg carned on €¥ ervbody 15 exfectly aware Ve
Surselves have been fooded with tzleu'li

efforts generally find their Way imto the waste paper shet
But 1t 15 monstrous and wiched falsehood to assert that aoy
great national movement has heen finwnce by Russia®

gold

The Brtish rulers by ther censorship and \nterested
\opagcmda overshot the mark and intensified monE the
nationalists 2 desire to know more tbout this Bolshevism
The nationalist movement winch was yociferous, 11 1ts own
way, about 1ts bemg, noncommunist Was not totalls ant1-
Russi erther and even correctly assessed certun features

TWO IMPOBTANT LIES REFUTED

Two mpartant stems of the false propaganda agamst the
Bolsheviks that they had made women ‘common 0 all men
and that they were persecutmg rehgon were not only not
beheved, but were refuted well bv the two pationalist
dathes, The ILindu 1 Enghsh and the Swudesamxthmn n
Tamil
On the question of the abominable falsehood about the
enjoyment of women 11t common 1 have already drawn
attention t0 the fact that Bharatht had natled 1t 85 a he
a

s the Su,a(lcsamxl‘hran wrote 4 long

act!
editonal on 10 Apml 1928 refuting The
of 1t, the editonal states \When the priests ¢
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religion begm fo nterfere 1 poliical matters leaving aside
therr religion, then that 15 no longer a simple matter of reli-
gion If on the basis of their bemg rehgous leaders, they
claim special nghts which do not eust for other subjects
that 15 preposterous ~ The great 1deals and the efforts of
the Bolsheviks to realise them are far better than all the
wtncate religious practices that the rehgious heads preach ™

; The Hindu publshed the followng item under the
Gleanings from Urdu Press” 1n 1ts 1ssue of 12 May 1923

“Zamundar, Lahore, i wrting about Bolshevism and
chnstiamity, commenting on the arrest and imprsonment of
chnstian priests on the basis of political cnmes 1n Russia
has smd “But what evidence 1s there to prove that the
Priests m their political capacities are guiltless? It seems
probable, nay certam, that the priests under the veil of reli-
gion have attempted to run the Bolshevik government and
establish monarchy *’

LENIN—ONE OF THE GREATEST LEADERS

It 15 when we come to the notices that have appeared mn
the South Indian press at the time of Lenin’s death that
one sees the umversal acceptance of Lenin as one of the
greatest, 1f not the greatest, leaders of the world! I have
been able to see the editonal comment of The Hindu and
the Swadesamithran Matroklun and Devendra Kaushik have
Zwen extracts from the reports of the English press and the
Indian language press from the government sources, 1n therr
book Lensn—Hs I mage i I ndha. I give below a few extracts
from these tributes

“With Ius death 1s removed one of the greatest personal-
thes of the modern world  Even were 1t true that he was
all that he was pamted ke, the fact will not be gamsad
that hus was a great career, his achievement one of the most
amazing that human greatness has achieved (The Hindu,
23 January 1924)

“The determmation and perseverance of Lemn in Ius
wdeals are able” {”‘ // hran, 25 January
1924)

MM 9
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“Lenin must be pronounced to rank the highest, only
second to Maghatma ‘Gandhi, whom the world recogpises 25
the greatest man’ (Sampad Abhyudhaya).

«Whether they agree with his views OF not, wise persons
cannot_but admit that he was one of those persons who
enjoyed world fame. -~ There is n0 doubt that Lemn who
was the author of all this great change would occupy 2
permanent place in the world’s history” (Andhra Patrika,
93 January 1924). [

«There will be no oné who will not lament the death of
Yenin—one O the greatest of world’s men” (Swarajy®
Patrika, Bezwada, 97 January 1924).

“The name of Lenin will be for many generations to
come—=2 guiding example 0 the advocates of reform’
{Krishna Patrika, Masulipatnam™, 96 January

«The great man who established 2 unique communal
(sic) govemment is dead” (Desasevakzm, Pondichertys

“Though Lenin is dead it is certain that his princxples will

LENIN: THE PRACTICAL REALISATION OF AN
IDEAL

“Great indeed was he, for whatever may be the sins OF
yirtues of the Bolshevists, it was not such 2 common man’s
Joings 10 have led such a giganti© revolution with unques”
tioned success over 2 wide area © and, 8 revolution which
3in the rang® of its sweep, and completencss, of its breach with
existing moorings in society must b¢ regarded a5 perhaps the
eatest recorded in history” (The Hindu, 23 January 924).
[ cnin is @ ™37 who has Brought about 7 great change io
contemporary history” (Su:adcmmilhmn, 03 January 1924)-
“Lenin said that the ultim::}f gvolution of the 1|_um:m race
it

may culminate 10 socialism- 1is has beeo Lew n'’s
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the attanment of which he devoted his hfe and won a
sactory” (Congress, Rajahmundry, 7 Tebruary 1924)

“The world cannot forget his great powers of vision, his
destenty m action and his 1deals ot equality” (Krishna
Patriha, 26 January 1924)

In Ius chenished ambition of seemg equal justice done to
all classes of human bemgs and 1 his fealess employment
of all hinds of resources to see lus rdeals achieved Lemmn
stands unmyvalled i the whole of humamty  Ie s sure to
go down to postenty as one of the greatest saviours of Curope
and he will be worshipped m every hearth and home as a
revered sant” (Sampad Abhyndhaya)

‘But the doctime established by him 15 an mcomparable
one, and we hope that Ius prmaples will become firmly
.estabhished” (Desasevahan, Pondicherry, 29 January 1924)

“Yhis methods are not 1o our hlung But Ins 2deal 15 truly
great  The day will come when despite all the capitahst
propaganda the world will realise that he was one oF those
that struggled to save the world” (Dr Varadarajulu Naidu
m a labour conference mentioned above)

Quute apart from all these tnbutes is the one pad by
Singaravelu m lus Labour Kishan Gazetic He says  “The
world, the workers’ world, 1s poorer by the passing away of

1ts great teacher and redeemer  While others were pursuing
~ague speculations as to the cause of musery and 1ts cessa-
tion, N Lenin found that the true hethu or cause of world’s
sorrows hes in the exploitation of the many by the few and
e succeeded m rendenng this socral wiong 1mpossible 1n
Tus own country ” This represents the workmg-class pomt
of view and has laid the finger on the sigmficance of the
Russian revolution as the revolution that abolished exploita-
tron m that Jand

* * *

Apart from the articles and news 1items, books also appear
to have been avallable There 1s a book on Karl Mary
~wntten by Dr Hardayal Other books advertised are
Through Bolsheuh Russia by Mis Phillp Snowden, Land
Revolution i Russia by Lenm, Siv Weeks i Russig by

#

&
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sstgate and Bolsheusm

132 ks advertised for sale

A Ransome, Bolshevth Theory by P of the matenals so far
at Work by Goode All these were b(lmd the Russian revolu-
by one bookseller in Madras v that despite all the
To sum up, the search and survey Ashevik handouts and
gathered about the 1mpact of Lenn ¢ wdea of both of them,
tion m the South shows very clear bpenabst urge of the
censorship as well as the anh Bo of the intelhgentsia the
propaganda, the pubhc did get some 1€ 15 gomg o be an
that this 1dea strengthened the antr,d that among at Jeast
nationahists and created among some,® 87 attempt was mad?
feehng that the fight for social jus M $4s 2 movement o
important aspect of future polties 3, thel" true ];bemhon
a few who worked among the \vor]\eftv without exploitation-
to show that the revolution led by L¢
the workers and the downtrodden ~
and the establishment of a new socu



Burma’s Fight for Freedom and the
Unforgettable Indian Comrades

Gautam Chattopadhyay

“The British imperialists first thrust out their bloody talons
towards Burma in 1821-22 when during the First Anglo-
Burmese war, they wrested Arakan, Then, throughout the
nineteenth century, step by step, the screw was tightened,
the final act of annexation of entire Burma taking place as
Tate as 1885. In all the acts of this sordid drama, India was
the operational base of British imperialism and Indian troops
served as the main cannon-fodder. Gurhha, Garhwali and
other hillmen soldiers played a decisive role m the final
conquest of Burma.: There were also sappers and miners from
South India. v 1

From the' close of the nineteenth and opening of the
twentieth century, Indian soldiers behaved in Burma like a
typical army of occupation. This “superior” and arrogant
attitude was also the hallmark of middle-class Indians who
came fo Burma early in the twentieth'century. The Burmese
on their part maintamed an attitude of sullen aloofness to-
wards the Indwans, generally identifving them with the
British conquerors.

An Indian revolutionary, who was also one of the founders
of the Communist Party of Burma, commented thus:
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Indian labour. A group of thikadars recruited them from
the poverty-stricken districts of Nellore and Nalgonda in
Andhra, as also from Orissa, Usually, these labourers were
put on a ship at Gopalpur and then packed off to Burma. As
a result of this, these labourers were largely under the iron
grip of the thikadars, who in turn were lin eg with the British
and other millowners. Right up to 1930, the workers in saw
mills, rice mills, refinerics, oil-fields, ete. as well as dock
workers, day-labourers and even rickshaw-pullers in the
cities were ‘almost wholely Indians—mostly Telugus and
Oriyas., The khalasis and laskars in the niver steam service
were also Indians, mainlv Bengali Muslims from Chittagong
and Noakhali.

Up to 1930, the Burmese kept aloof from the Indians but
during the great depression of 1930, thousands of Burmese
pauperised peasants came to the cities in search of jobs and
found that these had all been filled by the Indians. More-
over, jobs could be obtained only through the thikadars or
maistries, as they were called, and the Burmese had no
money to pav to them their salamis As the labourers were
mostly South Indians, the pent-up anger of the Burmese
exploded in a great anti-Indian riot, particularly against the
Telugu labourers. It was then for the first time that some
Burmiese entered the docks as labourers. In sharp contrast
to the uneducated Indian labourers, these Burmese were
mostly literate. This was due to the fact that all Burmese
had to stay compulsorily in monasteries for a stipulated
period of time and the priests, the pongyis, imparted rudi-
mentary education to them. Therefore the pongyis were the
natural leaders of the Burmese people.

The people of Burma never accepted British rule in a
docile manner. Like the Indian patriots, forward-looking
elements in Burma too dreamed of a revolution against the
colonial rule. !

The first uprising of the Burmese patriots was the Zalun
or Myoka Rebellion of 1918. The British nipped the rebellion
in the bud and executed the two ringleaders—Gamon Saya
and Mya Hrongvi8 Then during the early vears of the first

3 Ghosh, K. C,' Roll of Homour, Calcutta, 1905, p 345
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of Burma Thus strihe was mtiated by the Burmese students
and its leader was the redoubtable Aunb gan The Bengalh
1evolutionary students had by nov veered tow ards social-
1sm and they also came 11 contact with Aung Gan Dunng
tns same_Periots worhers of otl-refinerics 810 went o0
ke and ‘marched over 200 miles to come to Rangoon
fiom the Yenangyaung ol ficld This created @ tremendous
mpression on all sludcms«-—lnd\ans and BurmesC ahlke—
nd they went 08 2 sohdarity stnke

Hlan Naravav Ghosal was DV now the leader of the
Inchan 1cftwingers and thev all ]omcd Aung San's Sludents'
Umon and pz\thmpnted m the students’ strike  This was
1938 and ]a\vahatln\ Nehru was gong to Chma When he

goon, the leftist group met Jum and after @ tall
with m, they became cven firmer sociahsts with pros
communist jeanings Urgent need to contact the Hegal
Communist Partv of India ©as felt vers sharpls then and
1t was dearded to g0 to Indun for that purpos¢ et us nOWr
once agait, continue the thiend the words of one of the
founders of the BCP.

‘We collected s0me money and decrded to 80 to India t&
contact the xllegal 0141 wWith fhus mm 0 view, Ghosal,
Amar De and myself cam® to Dacca (now caprtal of East
Pakistan GS There, 10 2 teashop We met an old revolu-

1!
o to Calcutta and meet 2 certand feader of the CPI called
Dr Ranen gen 1t We ook her advice anc Doarde
et &

communists also gong @ Alcutta by the same steamer
Tins was the redoubtab‘e opa! Basah 12 an accused n the

10 Latka Das was 2 schookeacher and ofi€ of the early women”
organisers O Cpl She oS Kalled m police finng 1° Bowbazal treet,
Calcutta 0% o7 Apnt 1949 while leadng 5 women's procession for the
release of mlmcal prisoners

11 Ranen Sen, JOu he CPI 10 the early thirties and became a mem
per of the Central Commitiee of the partt m 1933 oW seeretary’ of the

cpis West Bengal wott
12 Copal Pasak 8 ey cadre of the revolutionar Anustulan party of
Dacca, #3% attxacted towards commun’ by ahm Gupts in 1922 23
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Meerut Conspiracy Case and also a builder of the Red Flag
trade wmon movement at Naravangunge On the wav,
Basak told us grippingly the whole story of the Meerut
Case and also gave us a realistic pictwe of the then Indian
communst movement

In Calcutta, we went to an addiess at Chetl, given to
us by Latiha Das where we met Di Ranen Sen—he had just
returned from a factory gate meeting of workers at Bhartia
Iron and Steel Works at Ball\gunge Ranen Sen histened to-
our problems and adwvised us to go to Tripur3 where the
annual session of the Indimn National Congress was m the
offing and where all the CPI leaders were also assembled
Ranen Sen troduced us to a comrade, who was also a
delegate to the Congress, Aidhansu Mitra Comrade
Ardhansu was a wonderful person and he gate crashed with
us to Tripur, where we were able to attend both the sub
jects committee meetings and the open session M N Rov s
performance at Tripun was rather disappomting to us but
CPI's Dutt Mazumda’s14 oration was qute mpiessive We
also met there CPI lenders, R D Bhradwa), Dr G Adhihan
and P C Joslt We had long talks with them and it was
deaided that on our ieturn to Burma, we shall Inunch o
Commiumist Party there and, if necessarv, come to India
agun for fraternal advice "15

Late 1 1939 the second world war broke out and early
m 1940 1n Kamayut, a suburb of Rangoon, m a “ghost-
mfested house” was founded the Burmese Communmst Party,
attended among others by Thalun Soe, Aung San, Than
Tun, Han Narayan Ghosal, Amar Nag, Amar De, Subodh

13 Trnpun refers to the lustorie sesswon of the Indwur Natwonal Caon-
gress in 1939 where the umted leftist forces headed by the CPI had
managed to get Sublas Chandra Bose elected as Congress President
def the candidate of the establish Pattablu ya

14 Niharendu Dutt Mazumdar member of the CC CPI and parh s
spokesman 1n the AICC for 2 short while Expelled in 1839 for violating
party s disoiplme—Jater jomed the Conaress as also the antrcommunist
bandwagon

15 Intenview with Madhab Munsi 18 Decembor 1968
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\}uLhcqx,B Joy Sers ab Munst, Ba Hem, Gopal Muns,
Kantl , A robin utta and others A Gan Was
elected b frst gent 1 secretary of the P % The first
tash of ths new part vas to tr slate T's basic thesess
The proletand Path, w0 Purmese d arran for s
mass Tepr juction
A few words need be s at thus stage on role O
Aung, yas the most outstanding he DO
Bama (O Burma) P , and the ha ged 1eade
the s{udent—youth of Burma 1 was 11t 40 sinc wit
the Burme ommunist Party (BCP), at t tume,
Aung, San had vital nks also Y ath the Japanees wnch he
ept ndd m the other € mupist €O Yet, when
1940 the Sovie Finmsh war proke oubs A San Was
1 a hospitd ut he readily ¥ t Tus p'tmp\\\ct,
where defend d zu“ the t acty Tn Januaty
1941 the Botsh ssued 2 warran of a ag anst ung
San an tly ent under® .(tcrwmds,
he secretly teit for and that € ded Aung gan's form?
connec wit P
he small cor€ mmuntsts waded W thait
{)bs"l‘\mk o, n Tun av hosal oncentrat d on
cepng tending contacts cmese 1At na-
Tists W! ul Ma(\\m\) Munst, opa\ Munst, ann D¢ Aure-
nndo Duttd mr gadhan Ba and other tal
m1ss trade union actimiti€ he fi ed Tlag trade unt ns
of Burm Pult 0 410 timber mmils o0 the
werside of Rangoo® 1n Tast Rangoon these \oung
munists ented @ mall reo™ and M he hght of a K ne
1amp enrolic bers the thous a Th abourers
were ™ tly ¢ Telugy ong 1o the Benf 4 com unis
could at best in brok 1 Posses b s who
Tiad so 1o ohsed shar w aere s Tioote?
out and 1t was A DB das § e commumistss when vours
\fadhab anst Was c! a secretan \he Rang
Corpor® Gear enpe > ymon I annual gmcﬂ\
meetinf The Bo o-Bu Trading Cnrpﬂr-\lml\—<\rn|\r,',-
16 Baed {aformatiot gven 10 she authof v three ¥ of the
TS T Mt S Taorrt in 107800
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hold of the British monopolists—was also stormed and a
union formed there with Bejoy Sen elected as 1ts secretary
In the words of one of the umon leaders of the time

It was a grand scene, when we saw the Red Flag flutter-
g m the hands of thousands of workers of the BBTC
Umion This was the company which had paved the way for
the final annexation of Burma by the British i 1885, and
half a century later, 1t w1s here that the commumsts planted
the Red Flag, heralding the comng of the Burmese revo-
lution 17

Emboldcned by early success, the vouthful Indim com-
rides together with their Burmese compatitots started
gomg to the other side of the nver at Syrum on hohdays
Here thev came m contact with a Telugu worker called
Survanararan, who soo1 jomed the BCP and used to trans-
late mto Telugu the speeches of the commumist orgamsers
Surs anaravan 1emamed loval to the Red Flag all through
the years of Japanese occupation and was there as late as
1948, when one of the pioneers of BCP met im again 18

The British impenalists now became senously alarmed
and mn February 1941 swooped down upon the communists
of Burma In one massive raid, they arrested Madhab
Munsi, Amar Nag, Amar De, Banin De, Kanti Roy, Gopal
Munst Aurcbindo Dutta, Subodh Mukherjt, Dinesh Bose,
Than Tun, Thakm Soe Sadhan Baner and after some time
Han Narayan Ghosal At first all of us were kept 1n the
Insein Central Jml We lived a full ife—regular pohtical
discussions, classes on History of CPSU(B) and militant
songs m the evenng But soon the British dispersed us all
over Burma Ghosal, Subodh Mukherpi and Amar De were
sent to Henzada Jal Amar Nag and Gopal Munst were
Lept detmned at Nyaunglebn, Aurobindo Dutta at Moul-
memngyun, while I was interned at a small place called
Ma ubin Here, under stnct police watch, I had to spend
sevaal months, with old Police Gazette as my only reading
matenal One day, m a back number of 1940, T came across

17 Interview with Barnin De 30 March 1969
18 Ibid
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the name of a communist absconder of Bengal, with a price
on his head ~the name was Somnath Lahiri. 19

On 22 June 1941, Hitler attacked the USSR. The young
communists of Burma were thiown into confusion. A collec~
twe discussion became necessary. Feigning illness, some
leading commumsts came to Rangoon Jail hospital and
after discussion came to the conclusion that the best way to
help USSR and defeat fascism was to step up the revolu-
tionary struggle for the overthrow of British imperialism 1n
Burma.

In December 1941, Japan declared war on England and
USA. By early 1942, the British in Burma were on the run.
Aung San came back with the mvading Japanese Army at
the Eead of a Burmese Liberation Army and the Burmese
cooperated enthusiastically with him, The Indians fled en
masse—especially the educated middle class, tied as they
were to the chariot-wheels of the British colonial adminis-
tration. Situation for the handful of Indian communists,
rotting n British piisons or in internment, was pretty des-
perate, So, in separate batches, they decided to escape to
India for the time being, becaunse arrest by the Japanese
would mean certain death.

THE ESCAPE TO INDIA ’

Escape to India, m February 1941, was no longer easv.
The sea-route was closed and escape was possible onlv
through the dangerous land-route 'over mountains and
through forests. Thousands trudged along this route and for
many the trek ended in death. The young communists were
of tbugher mettle and survived this journey of horror l_)ut
it was, in any case, an experience of a lifetime. We give
below aceounts of two bers of two dff batches:

“Amar Nag and Gopal Munsi were in Central Burma on
the main railway artery and saw the collapse of British rule
in Burma much more vividly. They contacted me and
Aurobindo Dutta and we met each other Jate in Januarv
1942, Amar Nag was already a doctor and he was alwavs a

18 Interview with Madhalr Munsi, 18 December 1568,
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very strict comrade. He had all four of us inoculated against
<holera (an act that later on was to save our lives). At
Kalewa, Gobinda, younger brother of Sadhan Banerji, join-
ed us. Unfortunately he was not incculated and on the
route he was attacked bv cholera. No medicine was avail-
able and hardly any drinking water. Amar Nag tried everv
conceivable desperate remedial measure but Gobinda died
‘before our very eyes, as did so many hundreds of other
unknown Indians. We also did not hope to live but trudged
along through dense forests and ragged mountains At long
Tast, after two weeks, we reached Imphal, from there to
Kohima and then to Dacca—reaching Caleutta quite some
time later. But the main thing was we were safe and aline
and learnt that most of the other comrades too were able
1o reach India.”20

Ghosal, Sadhan Banerji, Amar De and others were in jail
when Japanese air-bombing destroyed the prison. They
‘miraculously escaped with their lives and after hazardous
trek across the death-trail reached India. One of the last
1o leave Burma was Barin De. Here is his account:

“Rangoon was occupied by the Japanese on 7 March
1942. T had lost all contacts with other comrades 1Vhat
shall T do? I decided to come to India Early in April, when
1 passed Mandalay, it was in flames due to Jap air-attack.
T knew Kanti Roy was in Shwebo Jail. But when I reached
the spot, I found the jail in shambles (later I came to hnow
that Kanti had escaped). So I started the trek alone. Many
days T had to step over heaps of dead bodies strewn all over
the route. T had a precious flask of, water and this perhaps
saved me. When I was near Imphal, the city was bombed.
‘On 6 May 1942, I reached the Koranji camp in India, after
@ total trek of 210 miles™21 © ¢ !

By the middle of 1942, the Bengali comrades of Burma,
evcept Subodh Mukherji (who had stayed behind), had been
Teunited 1n Caleutta and for the time being were working
inside the CPL. The comrades from Burma, after their

¢ i N
20 Ibid ‘ !
21, Interview with Barin De, 50 March 1969, .
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death defying trek to India, were enttled to relax for a
time, but they did not do so Like true Bolshewiks, they
Jumped mnto diverse activities of the CPI Amar Nag, who
was a tramed doctor, m fact took charge of the field work
of the Bengal Medical Relief and Coordination Commuttee
and together with Dr B K Bose (of the Congress Medical
Mission to Cluna) orgamsed spectacular medical rehef to
the famme-and pestilence hut people of Bengal Nag alsa did
very effective worl. 1 the Tramway Workers’ Umon Bann
De and Aurobindo Dutta went off to Tatanagar to orgamse
the worhers agamnst one of the monopolist bosses of India
(and to this day, Bann De 1s stendfastly at that post}) The
Muns: brothers—Madhab and Gopal—jomed the antifascist
actvities m Caleutta, while Sadhan Baner: became a her
orgamser of the Calcutta Tramway Workers” Unton Ghosal
lent hus services m orgamsing the Red Guard volunteer
corps of the CPI But mostly they pmed to return to Burma
ang) renew the struggle there

Meanwhile, the situation 1n Burma started changing,
together with the change in the fortunes of war By 1944
the axis powers were bemg defeated everywhere and m
Burma, Aung San and his nationalist comrades twere
thoroughly disitlusiened with the Japanese Gradually, a
resistance movement agmnst the Japanese started taking
shape 1 Burma The Burmese Commumnst Party, now
headed by Thakin Soe and Than Tun, was the first in the
field The BCP by now had a strong base among the pea-
santry, especiallv in Central Burma and thev orgamsed
guenily armes aganst the Japanese Then there was Aung
San and Ins Burmese Arms, whuch later took the name of
Peoples” Volunteer Orgamisation (PVO) They had strong
and estensive base among the rural middle class and the
urban mtelligentsia Then there was also the weak Bur-
mese bourgeosie The chmav came when Aung San openly

gae the call for a mass armed revolt agamnst the Japanese
from a mass rallv held near a famous Pagoda n Rangoon

n March 1045 On 27 March the BCP also gave the call for
armed wprising and together they dealt heavy blows to the
Jap mvaders To the average Burmnn, therefore, when the
second world war ended, Aung San was the greatest
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Mtional hero, and Than Tun, the BCP leader, was a close
number two

The pamchy fight of the Brtish imperalists at the time
of the Japanese mvasion m 1942 had rreparably damaged
Batish prestige m Burma The heroie resistance war waged
agunst the Japanese m Burma by the vanous antifascist
Burmese patties had instilled the Burmese people with new
confidence The wars of liberation 1n Indochina and Indo-
nesia gave them further courage Matters came to a head
when the colomal government of Dorman Smith was shift-
« from Simla to Rangoon The Burmese patniotic forces
umted to form the Anti-Fascist Organisation (AFO) Very
soon, the AFO put forward the demand of complete nde-
pendence for Burma In August 1945, the AFO held 1its
histonie congress, where the famous Naythucym resolutions
were passed—the mam demands voiced there bemng  with-
drawal of Brtish Wiite Paper on Burma, immedsate for-
mtion of a provisional national government, holdng of
general election based on universal adult suffrage to elect a
Constituent Assembly which would draw up the const-
tution of free Burma In tlus conference the name of the
AFO wag changed to AFPFL (Anti-Fascist People’s Free-
dom League)

Here 15 o descn‘ptmn of the then situation  Burma by
a founder of the BCP

“Discontent contmnued to mount and the AFPFL deve-
loped into 4 mass orgamsation of tremendous strength and
Prestige In January 1946, the AFPFL held 1ts congress,
where the national aspirations of the Burmese people were
more concretely formulated The congress conceved Burma
a5 a free republic, completely seveung all hnks with the
Brtish 1ts programme mcluded confiscation of all British
Property, nationalisation of land and key mdustries and
buy dmg up of a people’s miliha The wnfluence of the com-
Mumsts inside the AFPFL was mantfest Communist leaﬁi’er

M Tun was the secretary-general of the AFPFL "22
Put on the defensive, the British impenalists fell back on

B 22 Shama M (Pseudonym used by Madhab Muns) “Cvil War m
“Wma , Nation Caleutta 28 June 1949
MM
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their avourite \veapon—-d'\vide and Tule: Amicommunism
was whipped U and many of the pionects of the BCP 53y
that the your militant communist moverment fell into th
trap by registem\g sectaria® response to pmvocative ges”
rures. 500" the ymghty AFPFL split apd  Aung San
cntered the nterim ovcmment early in 1947, without his
erstwhile commumst allies- e communist m vement
recewed o further setbacks because Thakin Soe, the yeteran
eader, 1eft the BCP and forme an Ul i i
Partv. (knowD as the Ted Flag Commun'\st Party):
Taking advantag® of this temporary B i
imper'xa\'\st camp, e Pritich ImP jalis!
Tuly 1047, they eng‘meered an assassination plof and ille
and S of ts O ! )

colleagues: The entite nation Was stunned 8% en Yum le
ke 2 yolcan® ahout 10 erupt: The PVOs retain® eir arms

and marc ed on the stre€ The co\omal rule ¥ i
1ast leg e BCP nfortun ey di 1 for
geizure power: 1t was O e th arder,
that th CP formalt a negotiatio
for fo ation of d abinet based common
progmmm
Aung, St was cceded DY the h oderate
U Nuo av ondon t Nu-Att\ec Ag) ent Was
sig,ned ¢ vicised it everelV the sred front
sn Burm? was prachca“y at Mea while, st of the
1ndian €7 a f th BCP had gone ktoB a in-
Auding b3t Naray Ghosal. nar Nag A and
Gopdd Mu 4 they oget! with Su odh Mukheriis W]
Tad staye pehinds jed Teadin! and P
CP at d peac:mt org’\msm\o s. o situas
i A the final

\lc:mw\\i\e al P alist tor! in South East Asia,
ted bY ommunis s, Wert oyl t Jinate thei orces:
Tor that pur! and cting of the anti- list
gorces 10° X Calcutta ¥ € 19 th-East
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Asia Youth Conference Delegates came from Korea, Ciu
Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaya and Burma and of course Inc
The thesis unammously  adopted bv the conference
Cilcutta was that the mamn tash of the penod was
laumch mass armed upnsing agawst the impenalist ov
lords and then native henchmen and that the only corr
form of struggle at that juncture was armed struggle
the waids of @ western commentator

“The conference unammously adopted a resolution si
porting national hberation struggle agamst impenalism
an mndigenous and spontaneous response to evisting pohty
and econome conditions arose m ndependent Burma a
m colomal Malaya, withm a short time of the Calcu
<conference 23

Many comrades of the BCP mcluding Ghosat and Ar
De were present at the conference 24 After thewr return
Burma, the BCP adopted a new militant tactical line cal
“The Revolutionary Possibilities for 1948” The BCP do
ment stated

‘Independence of Burma 1s a sham and under cover
this sham, Brtish impenabsts would work a strangleh
on the defence and the economc Lfe of the countrv T
AFPFL by accepting and acqmescng s lending iself a
tool of the Bnnish impenakists  To sum up, our cent
slogans become the following No support to the pres:
‘government, national nsmg and settmg up a peop]
govermment 325

The armed uprismg led by the Burmese Communist Pa
started m March 1948 A poneer of the BCP, who was
‘CPI smce 1942, temporanly went back to Burma Let
hsten 1o his eye-witness account of the upnsing  “Fr
23 to 25 March, the All Burma Peasants” Congress was he

23 Beloff, Max  Sotaet Foreign Policy in the Far East, Oxford U
versin Press 1933

24 The author of this article was the President of the Bengal umt
the Al India Students Federation, the host to the SE Asia louth C
ference and as such he met both comrades H N Ghosal and Amar
at Calcutta in February 1848

25 “Burma and the Insurrections”, Government White Paper, R
goon, 1948

&



148 MM\X\ST MlSCELLA\Y

at Pymm:ma,otheonchest nce belt 1™ Purma. 18 the ope®
P S

rall, over 247 easants od up and 3 s here, that
Than s ¢ first tmes sharp denounccd the Nu-
Attlee agre 0 d m stakable s gave the call
for Op 5 yev 1t has 10 be T 4 here, that
the BCP g2V° o ous calt for ass Up! g o ¢ th
Japs o7 March 1945 4 the ano? e ¢ that date wWas
at han
We came Pback to Rang = March A ad
pot turn VP Pt den that gh 7 March, the
huge © orative ally at an , called bt he BCY~
Than Tyn 1€ eated s call for pen ¥ 0 og March
at dawn, police rarded ouf mes rrested mar D¢
Gow\ {unst and vself ter severd hours, 10 our Sur
115€, vere ¥ jeased At mg we recer a chnt from
Ghosal ‘Behave notmal\ , 0pe the shop as a7 T was
0 ¢ ndia on 3 but o0 tha orming
was :\rreste(\ agun and tahen st rght fr ce statio?
harrawa il That \ml ad erted wmto &
concentrd P oth 1etter t There were
owerful €% chlights 12 the turret ? ren-guv were Bt~
‘ted mto P Le piek ¢ the dist ders of the BCY
and ™ es1stance, 1eader! were theré Juding mar
Gopat Munst odh M her T ere ol
told oV thouszmd po\mca\ pns rs M that prisot~
g datron of erm-sia abour” 2
Me:mw\n the gl war rma Wa reading
BCP st cd th rerolt, but Targ ection O and
sereral ttalion of RBA Revoluti® 1y Arm
ome! ces @ rdmt \ug\\ mman! set up
Large T s 1 Cen\m\ er Yiberat d, acluding
ey cit€ The W th t ran
onlt withn @ T aws 30 nuiles around goon— more
Taen M 00T, centm\ gorer™ rested 00 pre-
cano foundatic’ Here 15 ° rypical descnptt ¢ the
PC“
*The sunth css10n of the Burmd Pparhinme pcncd toda
maide the \nrbcd wire \)'\mc:u\cd Hulding of the gororm”

28 Taterie® with Bao® De Caltent!
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ment secretanat in Rangoon . hittle more than half of the
223 members attended the session which was baycotted by
the communssts and a section of the PVO ™27

Earhy i 1949, the combmed revolutionary armies of
Burma hberated Prome, winch was only 60 miles aw ay from
Tharrawaddy News reached the pohtical prisoners in Thar-
ravaddy Jail that the revoluttonany army mtended to Iibe-
rate them Gopal Muns:, Barm De, Amar De, ete also
Jeamt that among the leading commumsts with the armv
were some Iadian comrades, one of whom was certainly
Amar Nag Once agam let me quote at length from the
graphie acconnt of one who was then 1 Tharrawaddy Jal

‘Earlv m 1949, we had established a regular and firm
<landestine contact with the leadershup outside Hearteing
news reached us that the armies of revolution had alreadv
Tiberated majonits of the districts of Burma and stormed
most of the jails except that m Rangoon and Tharrawaddy
The Karen rebels had stormed Insem Our Iiberation too
was near at hand So we sold some belonzings, mcluding
the gold-rmng of Gopal Munsi and smuggled mto our prison
a dozen nfles, three or four sten guns and a number of
Lhala shorts and shirts We were mformed that we would
De Iiberated on 4 Apnl 1949

We were tense and ready From 1 Apnl the war of
nerves started The jail authonties were fevenshly active
At exaeth 7 pm on 3 Apnl, three red flares went up
followed by two green flares Tlus was the prearranged
signal At once, we heard tremendous nowse of gun-firng
Amar De exclumed mn great excitement  “The game 1s up
for the jailers” At about 10 p m finng ceased and there was
complete silence We were puzzled but dared not go out,
because st was night At dawn, the jail gate opened—three
men entered, followed v 50 to 60 soldiers of the revolu-
tionary arm After another half hour, our cells were un-
lacked and we were free

Tt was then we learnt that three army umts, belonging

27 Nation Cnleutta 2 September 1048 (Despatch from Rar
dated 81 Angust 1948) e

Ve

£
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1o BCE, PVO and RBA had parhmpa\ed m our 1iberation
and that after twoO hours © ferce battle, the garmson mn
charge of Tharra® addy Jaud had surrendered We spent the
mght © 4 Apn\ also 10 jatb but as free MCN, with the yarl
ander the control of our oWn ey olutionary gov emment

n the mornng of 6 Apn\, we assem ed M 2 feld
There we Weré gwven arms and asked 10 march with a units
After marching for a couple of hours We rested at mons”
terv There We et our deat old comrade AmaF Nag,

Thalin_ 50€ an of lus followers were als® n
Th'\rra\v:\dd al As they d not agres o jon
yeyolution? oordinations they wer pa Jed wnto three
truchs and S to Prome W der ar re &
grutless P80 tion Was carned on I{ stablishing
commd h Soes roup alks fa d, they
were allow ed to o A% av under @ snfe conduc e

¢« Three Of four davs 1ater, the & e 1iberatto
army start 3 Tewas 2 batch of ab 100 and ¥ e con-
ngent ar Nag G Mu a ronself
We dged along for 2 K, throug! de: s and
across T rains, finallv reaching t tace where
Lower Purm unist cnference ¥ bey q,held
On our W& ack, W€ finlted M Pro This at hen
the herdd £ the hbera! sement @ 1 the
People s d Jstrationt mtte statio A here Wwe
stned her® for el 2 here, the whole grou?
m'\rched agun Tlus b Jestinatio? nd

narters C hant THNS t t
Prnmnd We trme“ed some 1St g le of tranler
trains for 20 mles, a densC foc n the
pack of phants Then after th CIAN hed the
11Q of the BCP 1% abg e it of a i
Tiberation o HOQ w38 oc? RRLIK ters We were
wal comed by Tun mse

1 was &t this plac for pwo-thre€ months proadcasti®

station hind beew set up there and S prondeasts were 17
con el wte cer o Tango® 1 leamt Purmese

. he d s to MINC 2 Synopsss of
Jntern ! onl news for the ports le dership Winle T® as
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here, Comrade Dimitrov died and a memonal meeting was
held there “28

What was the condition of the hberated zones?

‘For two full months, I toured a large part of the hbe-
rated area, and went to over 40 villages and the town of
Pymmana 1 travelled m tramn, on horse back, on elephant
back as well as on foot The hberation army captured the
town of Pyinmana after bitter and desperate battle The
wife of Comrade Than Tun was mn the prison—she too was
liberated together with manv other comrades When I
reached the town, the victory celebration took place

How did the People’s Admmstrative Commuttee (PAC)
work? In every wvillage, all adult people elected the local
PAC and 1t looked after the whole village, wncluding setthing,
of all disputes In every village, there was a functioning
branch of the All Burma Peasants’ Congress Food was
plentiful and money also was there Ordinarv crimes were
sharply on the wane The long arm of the liberation army
could “strthe within 20 mules of Rangoon Such was the
situatron when T was 1n the liberated area from August to
October 1949

Ordinanlv, the relations between the three revolutionary
forces—BCP PVO and RBA—were cordial but a serious
mulitary 1declogical dispute had ansen—whether to capture
Rangoon first or whether to consolidate the liberated areas
first There were also certan differences within the BCP In
November 1949 T returned to Prome From there I secretly
iz)r;;’zgo Rangoon and reached Calcutta on 20 January

A progressne weehls, pubhshed from Bombay, wrote
m this period

Actunlly what 15 happenmng 1 Burma 15 a process of
consahidation of the People’s Democratic Front (PDF) led
by the working clss and its party, the Communust Party
The PDF 15 emerging stronger and its leadership extends,
up to 29 March 1950, to over 71000 square miles of terri-

28 Interview with Bann De 80 March 1969
29 Itnd
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tory, compnismng a population of seven mullion men or 41
per cent of Burma’s total population 30

As 15 well known, the Burmese revolutionary movement
suffered semous setbacks afterwards Many factors were
responsible for that The political analysis of all that 15 not
the amm of this article nor is the present wnter competent
to do so However, 1t 15 essential to record with a deep
sense of sorrow the herojc and tragic death of most of the
Indian comrades

Of the Indian comrides who founded the Commumst
Party in Burma five opted to make Burma ther real mother
land—Hnan Narayan Ghosal Subodh Mukherjt Amar Nag
Gopal Munst and Amar De

Detuls are Jacking about thewr death but we have preced
together whatever we can from slender evidences Amar De
died under tragic arcumstances sometime mn 1957 Gopal
Munsi was 1 member of the Toungoo Regional Council n
the hberated area nd he was hilled in an ambush bs
government forces 1 1958 when he was leading 1 squad
from one zane to another The news of hs death was
prommently flished m the newspapers of Rangoon

Subodh Mukherp was the president of the All Burma
Trade Umon Congress and the government had announced
2 one lakh rupee reward for s capture—dead or ahive
He was a man of rechless courage and made frequent secret
trips to Rangoon In 1959 or 1960 he was somewhere m
Central Burma when a government force surprised his
ideout He was Liled by 1 havildar who chopped off Ins
head and took 1t to the nearest town Iis severed head and
the hawvildar’s plioto beeime frontpage news i Rangoon
papers Dr Amr Nag beewme eluef of the medical section
of the BCP and he too was halled i an ambush on 9 Novem
ber 1968 Ghosal was also halled but there are conflicting
reports connected with the eircumstinces of lus death

All these comrades were brllint students who loved
India and Burma with equd) passion They gave vp from
therr hovhood easv and comfortable Tife and 1dentified
themstlses completeh with the case of the tmlng masses

530 Cr swroale Dombay 5 Mav 1950
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of Burma. For nearly 20 years, the jungles of Burma was
their home and the Burmese rural poor their nearest kith
and kin, Whatever their political line, they never betrayed
the Burmese people nor ‘did their fidelity to the cause of
the unfinished revolution in Burma ever waver.

Countless millions of Burmese and Indian youth will
draw inspiration from the hercic saga of the life and strug-
gle of these deathless Indian martyrs of Burma. As one who
had the proud privilege of coming into contact with them,
even 1f for a very short period, this short article is offered
s a token of homage amf everlasting remembrance to their
unforgettable memory.



The Struggle for United Front
in Kerala
C. Unni Raja

With the mudterm election fu Kerala, held in September
1970, the struggle for building the unity of all left and
democratic forces in the country has entered a new phase.
In this election, the united front, consisting of the Commu-
nist Partv of India, Revolutionary Socialist Party, Praja
Socialist Party and the Muslim League, formed an electoral
alhance with the Congress(R) in the state. This alhance
developed into a joint pohtical battle against the parties of
right-reaction (supported by a section of the Catholic
church hefrarchy and communal reactionaries) as well as
against the disruptive ﬂxlmlicies pursued by the left commu-
nists, represented by the CPM which had entered into an
overt an< covert alliance with the former.

The United Front-Congress(R) alliance won 69 out of
133 seats in the State Legislative Assembly and 82 out of
735 lakhs of total polled valid votes The United Front has
formed a new government with the active support of the
Congress(R) It is generally agreed that the results of the
Kerala mdterm election would have significant nationwide

pohtical impact.
It was in Kerala that m 1937 after the second general



THE STRUGGLE FOR UNITED FRONT IN KLRALA 165

election, the Congress monapoly of power was broken and
for the first time a non-Congress left democratic govern-
ment, led by the Communist Party, was formed. This was
haled at that time by wide sections of democratic opinion
m our country and abroad as the most significant develop-
ment in the political life and demociatic movement after
mdependence.

Tt was again in Kerala that in 1967, during the fourth
§enera1 election, the then bioadest possible umted front was
orged on the basis of radical democratic programme and
the Congress Party and its antipeople policies suffered the
biggest defeat.  ~ .

How was this possible 1 Keiala? This was posmb}e
ccause the people of Kerala, mamly under the leadership
of the Communist Party, had been waging a consistent and
prolonged struggle to build the united front of all progres-
sive, democratic and socialist forces in the state. The strug-
gle has a history of at least two decades. The experience
guned in this struggle 15 vaued and 1ich, positive as well
as negative. The idea of united front has gone so deep
among the people and the balance of political forces 15 such
that every party in the state has been thinking in terms of
all\mg itself with other hheminded forces duting the past
many vears,

Another characteristic feature of this struggle for united
ront in Keralh 1s that from the verv beginning 1t has been
linked directly with the caidinal question of state power.

Stll another feature is that unity among, different left and
demucratic parties and groups has been foiged, not merely
or the purpose of contesting elections, but such electoral
allances have almost always been preceded by united mass
Movements and mass stiuggles

A fourth point to be noted is the fact that the struggle for
Wty of all left and democratic forces has alwavs been
accompanted by a struggle against tendencies to form
Opportunistic alliances and also apainst sectarian tendencies
to restrict and narrow down the scope of the united front.

€t us examine this e\perience in some detail.
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The first gencral election itself showed that the Congress
Party had forfeited the right to rule in the state of Kerala.
Then, there was no state of Kerala. There was only the
Travancore-Cochin state. North Kerala (Malabar district)
was part of the old undivided Madras province. But in
Travancore-Cochin state as well as in the Malabar district,
the Communist Party took the initiative to unite alf non-
‘Congress Ieft and democratic parties on the basis of a com-
mon minimum programme,

. In Travancore-Cochin the Communist Party, Revolu-
tionary Socialist Party and Kerala Sociafist Party together
with a number of progressive indisiduals formed the United
Front of Leftists.

In Malabar district, after an intensive mass campaign
and prolonged negotiations, the newly-formed Kisan-
Mazdoor Praja Party of former Congressmen (which after
the first general clection merged with the Indian Socialist
Party to form the PSP} agreed to have an clectoral alliance
with the communists and it seon developed into united
campaign and joint programmatic alliance.

It is noteworthy that neither in Travancore-Cochin nor
in the Malabar district was the ISP leaders prepared to
have any alliance or united front with the Communist
Party. They were as anticommunist as the Congress Party
in power. In Travancore-Cochin the ISP even hoped to
form its own government after the election. But the Com-
munist Party and the Umted Front of Leftists succeeded in
having local adjustments with the ISP in certain constituen-
cies in Travancore-Cochin.

The election campaign developed into an unprecedented
mass upsurge m support of the United Front of Leftists. In

Travancore-Cochim the Communist Party was still under
‘ban. Many of the candidates and most of t}ie leladers.‘:vere
- he elect*

either in jail or \mderground. The res e elect?
that the Congress Party was redu inori
state legislature, though shll the t p.
United Frout of Leftists emerg n
group. Neither the Congress nor th

»
Fand
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could on its own strength command a majority in the
assembly. Thus a period of acute political instability ensued
m the Travancore-Cochin state which continued in the
Kerala state also after the State’s Reorganisation in 1856

The Congress leadership tried to form an anticommunist
antipeople alliance to ensure its monopoly of power. The
Communist Party advocated and woiked for the broadening
of the United Front of Leftists to include all genuine left
md democratic elements and groups to replace the Con-
gress by a popular democratic government. Thus the polari-
sation of political forces that we find now on an all-India
scale had already begun in Kerala immediately after the
first general election.

The Communist Party said that the unity of all progres-
sive, popular, democratic forces should be forged on the
basis ‘of the following three principles one, agreement on
2 common minimum programme of democratic and populz}r
reforms, two, agreement to form a non-Congress democratic
government to implement the agreed programme, if a
majority is won in the legislature, thice, agreement on
Organising and leadmg united mass movements and strug-
gles on the basis of the agreed common programme.

The Communist Party had to wage a continuous ideo}ogi-
cal and political cam‘paign to get the above principles
accepted as a basis for the united fiont of left and demo-
cratic parties and elements. First of all, the very idea of
united front was ridiculed, attacked and distorted bv_the
Congress leaders and all reactionary_forces—united front
was characterised as a “many-legged monstrositv” whiclt
Yas incapable of doing anything; it was attacked as 2
trap™ set by the Communist Party to attract and swallow
all parties and groups that walked into it.

Then, there was a scctarian understanding of the united
front among certain left parties hke the Kerala Sociz{list
Party and Revolutionary Socialist Party. They were against
]!rcmdcning the hase of the united front to include all demo-
cratic forces. Thev wanted a united front of the “working
class” (socialists). Thev openly attacked the comimunist
slogan of “unity of all democratic forces” as revisionism
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and a departure from Marasm-Lennism  They opposed
the contmued functiomng of the united front commuttees,
formed at the time of the election, at the lower Jevels on
the ple that 1t would restnct the freedom of actisity of the
conshitnent parhes At the same tme, they wanted the
State Umted Front Commuttee to function as'a super parts
They msisted on not a common mmpnum programme, but
a maxpnum progiamme.

II

The Commumst Party m Kerala combated all such sec-
tanan tendencies to 1estrict and narrow the scape and to
distort the concept of umted front At the same time, the
party tned to build unity n action of the mass organisa-
tons, especially m the trade umon movement In the 1954
midterm election m Travancore-Coclun, the Umted Front
of Teftists worhed for an electoral alhance with the PSP
The PSP leaders were not prepared to commut themselves
on a common programme or an alternate government But
the balance of political forces 1n the state at that tme was
such that only an allrance of the UFL and PSP could deai-
sively defeat the Congress and pave the way for the forma-
tion of an alternate non Congress demociatic government
The people naturally desned such an allance Hence, the
Communist Party advocated such an electoral alhance with
PSP without msisting on prior agreement on programme
and alternate government The party also gave up some of
its sure seats to the PSP for the sake of umtv And when
the election campaign developed, the PSP leaders them-
selves had to declare that they were fighting the election
together with the UFL, not only just to defeat the Congress,
but also to form an alternate govermnment

The UFL-PSP aliance won a clear maonty m the
assemnbly  But the PSP leadership had no shame or com-
puction to betray therr pledges to the people and form a
mmornity government with the support of the Congress The
Congress wanted to prevent the UFL from comung to power
and use the PSP as a stepping-stone to reestablish its rule
Within ten months the PSP government was overthronn
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and the Congress formed 1its own mmstry which also did
not last for more than one year

Thus between the fust and second geneial elections
three governments were formed and fell m Travancore-
Cochmn state m the despelate attempts of the reactionaiy
mterests to heep the Umted Front ol Leftists out of power
Duumg this penod the Communst Party and other consti-
tuents of the UT'L led many big mass actions of the work-
ers and students, agncultural worhers and peasants and
took the mihiative to launch a broad campaign for the for-
mation of Kerala state on the hingustic basis

The united front tactics that the Commumst Partv
followed 1 the 1954 muidterm elechion were reviewed at the
Travancore Cochin state conference of the party held
Febmary 1956 In the 1eport of the State Commuttee, ap
Pl‘EVed by the conference, 1t was stated

How far 15 the cnticism correct that, even though our
ansety to forge a united front was very strong, we did not
Pay sufficient attention to mamntam our mndependence and
1o expose the PSP leadership and other left parties and that
we made undue concessions to other parties?

Before answermg this question, 1t 1s necessary to have
a correct understanding as to how to maintain the mdepend-
ence of the party mside the umted front We did not
consider that, exther concedng a number of seats to other
Parties to brmg them also nto the umted front or not
ways puttimg forward the name of our partv was a mistake
We have to prove 1n action that the Communist Party 15
most anxious and 1s prepared to male the mmmum sicri-
fices to forge the umted front agamst Congress, 1€ to unite
the entire people agamnst impenalism and feudalsm That
1S Mot m any way gving up the mdependent position of
the party, on the other hand, 1t will only gre'xtl\ strengthen
that" posiion Simularly, 1t 1s necessary to CApOSE other
Parties 1deologically and otherwise In the name of umted
front, 1f we do not fulfil that task 1t will be a great danger
and mistale But this evposure has got certan methods The
$ime hind of exposure 15 unsmtable for all occasions When
W“e are working for the aim of umting all parties dunng
“election—swhen there 15 very great possibility for such a
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and a depasture from Marusm-Lemmsm They opposed
the contmued funchioning of the umted front commuttees,
formed at the time of the clection, at the lower levels on
the plea that 1t would restrict the freedom of actr ity of the
constituent parties At the same time, they wanted the
State United Front Comnuttee to function as a super party
They sisted on not a common muntmum programme, but
a m@wmum programme

I

The Commumst Party m Kerala combated all such sec-
tanan tendencies to restrict and narrow the scope and to
distort the concept of umited front At the same tume, the
party tried to build umty m action of the mass orgamisa
tions, especially m the trade-union movement In the 1954
mdterm election 1 Travancore-Cochin, the Umited Iront
of T.ettists worked for an electoral alhance with the PSP
The PSF leaders were not prepared to commut themselves
on a common programme or an alternate government But
the balance of pohitical forces 1n the state at that time was
such that only an alhance of the UFL and PSP could decr-
sively defeat the Congress and pave the way for the formt-
tion of an alternate non Congress democrahe government
The people naturally desned such an albance Hence, the
Commumst Party adhocated such an electoral alhance with
PSP without msisting on prior agreement on programme
and alternate government The party also gave up some o
its sure seats to the PSP for the sake of umtv And when
the election campugn developed, the PSP leaders them-
selves had to declare that they were fighting the election
together with the UFL, not only just to defeat the Congress,
but also to form an alternate government

The UFL-PSP alliance won a clewr maponty m the
assembly  But the PSP Ieadership had no shame or com-
puction to betray thewr pledges to the people &dod fnrmI a /
mmonty government with the support of thn The - o
Congress wanted to prevent the UT'L fro
and use the PSP as 1 stepping stone to
Within ten months the PSP v .
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and a departur® from Marxism-Lenimsim: They opposed
the continued functioning of the united front committees,
formed at the time of the election, at the lower fevels on
the plea thatit & ould restrict the freedom of activity © the
constituent parties. At the same time, they wanted the
State United Front Committee t0 function as @ super partv.
They insisted on not & common punimunt pmgmmme, u!
 maximum programme.

it

The Communist Party in Kerala combated all such sec-
tarian tendencies 0 jestrict and narrow the scope an
dustort the concept of united front At the same time,
party tried to build unity in action © the mass organisad:
11085, especia“y in the trade-union movement. 18 the 1934
midterm election 1 vaancore—Cochin, the United Front
of T.eftists worked for an electoral alliance with the PSP.
The PSP leaders were not pxepared to commit themselves
on a common programme or an alternate 0 rernment.
the balance of pohhcal forces in the state at that time Was
such that only an alhance of the UFL and PSP could deci-

and alternate govemment. The party also gave Wl om!

its sure seats to the PSP for the sake of unity: And when
the election campaigh developed, the PSP feaders them”
selves had to declare that they were fightin h i
together with the UFL, not only just to defeat the Congresss
ut also O form an alternate govemment.

e UFL-PSP alliance won_ 2 Jear majority i

assembly. But the PSP 1éadership had no shame 07 com-
ir pledges @ the people an form

por

UFL from coming, to PO% er
tone to recstablish jts rule:
govemment was overthrow?t
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and the Congress formed its own mimstry which also d
not last for more than one year

Thus between the first and second geneial elecho
three governments were formed and fell 1 Travancor
Cochm state n the desperate attempts of the reactiona
wterests to keep the Umted Front o? Leftists out of powt
Duwmg this period the Commumst Party and other cons
tuents of the UFL Jed many big mass actions of the wor
ers and students, agncultural workers and peasants a1
took the 1mmtiative to launch a broad campaign for the f
nition of Kerala state on the Iingwistie basis

The united front tactics that the Commumst Par
followed m the 1954 mdterm election were reviewed at t!
Travancore Cochin state conference of the party held
February 1956 In the report of the State Commuttee, a
proved by the conference, 1t was stated

How far 15 the cricism correct that, even though o
amaety to forge a umted front was very strong, we cid n
pay sufficient attentton to mawmtam our wdependence ar
to expose the PSP leadership and other left parties and th
we made undue concessions to other parties?

“Before answering this question, 1t 1s necessary to ha
a correct understanding as to how to mamtam the mdepen
ence of the party mside the umted front We did n
consider that, either conceding a number of seats to oth
parhes to bring them also mto the umted fiont or n
always putting forward the name of our partv was a mistal
We have to prove m action that the Commumst Party
most anxtous and 1s prepared to make the maxumum saa
fices to forge the united front agamst Congress, 1e to unt
the entire people agamnst impenalism and feudalism Th
15 not m any way gnmg up the mdependent position
the party, on the other hand, 1t will only greatly strengthe
that posiion Simlarly, 1t 15 necessary to eipose oth
parties 1deologrcally and otherwise In the name of unite
front, 1f we do not fulfil that task 1t will be a great dang
and mistake But this exposure has got certan methods Tl
same hind of etposure 1s unsutable for all occasions Whe
we are working for the aim of umting all parties dunr
<election—when there 15 very great possibility for such
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unity—we must cnticise other parties in a wav helpful to
that umty When our efforts for umty are broken, exposure
should be of a different nature The 1deologrcal struggle
ordinary times will be of a third kund

In the hight of the abovementioned principles, we do
not constder that the way i which we cnticise other parties
during the election was wrong or that the independent posi-
tion of our party was submerged in the umted front We
conducted exposure and cnhasm as much as possible,
subordinated to the aim of forging umty It was the ant-
umty stand of the other parties that had to be cnticised
most sharply That we did We said that the Congress
should be defeated and a coalition government formed on
the basis of a clearcut programme and that the PSP leader~
ship should agree to this Not only we said so, but also, we
conducted a tremendous mass campaign for thus  The
attitude of the PSP was that umty was necessary, but no
need for any programme o1 prior guarantee that a coahtion
government would be formed after the elechon RSP and
KSP more or less agreed with thus position We strongly
opposed 1t ”

The report pinpomted two mustakes our party committed
Fustly, Then and afterwards the controversy was centred
round the question whether 1t was correct to have entered
mto an alliance with the PSP without a written assurance
about a coalitton government after the election But there
was another far more important question—that was whether
1t was correct to have formed an alliwce without amv defi-
mite programme Today, looking back, we think that the
state commuttee and the Polit Bureau, which was gumding
it at that time, took a vert opportumstic stand on this
queshion”

Secondly, after the election, duning the negotiations for
the formation of a coalitton government, the Polit Bureau
wanted the state commuttee to msist on certamn portfolios
(Land Revenue and Labour or Industrs) for our party as a

recondition for joming the coalition Perhaps we could
Emc prevented the formation of a nunontv PSP govern-
ment with the support of the Congress, if we had not nstst-
ed on portfolios and mnstead 1f we had insisted on and cum-
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pugned for a UFL PSP coahtion government based on a
COMMON MIMImuUM programme

‘Is 1t not surpnsing that winle we msisted on certan
portfohos, we did not at all care for gettng a programme
accepted? The reason for our adopting such wrong tacties
on the question of mimstry formation was our wrong under-
standing about the slogan of government of democratic
umty According to the evplanation given by Comrade Ajoy
Ghosh at Madurar, we understood the government of demo-
cratic unity to contam several aspects of the people’s de-
mocratic government People’s democratic government 1s
led bv the working class Hence we came to the conclusion
that in the government of democratic umty also the Com-
munist Party should have either the leadership or a decisive
role This naturally resulted 1n our bargaming for more seats
m the mmstry Tluis was a wrong understanding The
government that can be formed i the present period
through elections will be a democratic coalthon government
replacing the Congress Such 2 government will try to gve
as much relief to the people as possible under the present
constitution, to understand 1t as a transiion to people’s
democrcy or as a government led by the worlung class vll
nat be correct

I

It was m this background that the Kerdla state came
mto existence as per the recommendation of the State’s
Reorgamsation Commussion on 1 November 1956, just on
the eve of the second general electton Bv that time the
UFL m Travancore Cochin had fallen apart because of the
withdrawal of the RSP And 1w the Malbar distrct elec-
tons to the distact board todk plwce The PSP leaders
refused to have anv alliance with the Commumst Party
The party together with progressive mdependents fought
the elections and won & majonity 1 the istnict board and
1 communust was clected as president of the Malabar
Distriet Board ‘,,

The struggle for bulding the units of all left and demo-
eratie forces entered 1 new phase Tt would seem para-
MM 11
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dovical that the Communist Party, which campaigned and
fought for a broad anti-Congress democratic front and won
significant victories but had to fight the second general
election in Kerala singlehanded, won a majority of seats in
the state legislature together with a few progressive inde-
pendents and formed the first communistled government
mn India in 1957 in Kerala. Did not this experience negate
the concept of the united front? No.

The united front tactics that the Communist Party follow-
ed in the second general election in Kerala were as follows:

Even before the Kerala state actually came into exist-

ence, the Communist Party, at its state conference in June
1856, placed before the people the slogan of building a new
democratic and prosperous Kerala for which the Congress
had to be removed from power and the Communist Party,
Praja Socialist Party and Revolutionary Socialist Party,
together with democratic-minded individuals and such
Congressmen who were prepared to oppose the reactionary
policles of the Congress must unite on the basis of a common
programme, fight the election and reduce the Congress to
a minority in the legislature so that conditions were created
for the formation of a democratic government The party
popularised this slogan extensively among the people Many
democrats outside the party welcomed this slogan.

The party was fully conscious of and emphasised the
decisive role of the PSP in building the united front of all
demacratic popular forces In the past, even when the
Congress had hecome a minonty, a left democratic govern-
ment could not be formed in Travancore-Cochin, because
of the wrong anticommunist policy of the PSP leadership.
The partv underlined the danger inherent in such a policy.
The stand of the partv that an agreed common programme
and alternate government should be the basis for unitv was
widely welcomed bv the people But the PSP leaders made
it clear that they were not prepared for a united front on
the basis of a common programme and formation of an
alternate government.

Then, the Communist Party decided that there was no
question of anv statesvide averall united front with the PSP
and that the partv shonld go ahead together with others
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who wete ready fo form a umted front based on a common
progiamme and alternate government At the same tume the
party expressed its willmgoess to have local adjustments
with the PSP to reduce the strength of the Congress
wherever possible

A section of the Congress leadership tried to form an
anticommumist umted fiont consisting of the Congress,
Mushm League and the PSP to isolate the Communist
Partv A section of the PSP Jeadership carned on negotia
tions to form a united front with the Mushm League and
some others as a third force The Commumist Party exposed
all such attempts to forge anticommumst reactioniry
alhances and rallied the people agunst them

The RSP put forward excessine and unrensonable claims
for seats as n condition for yoming the umted front Natu-
rally, the Commuwst Party refused to submt to their black-
muling tactics at the same tme regeﬂtedlv appealing to
the PSP and RSP to jom with the Commumist Party i a
umited fiont to defeat the Congress

The result of the united fiont tacties the Commumst
Party followed 1n the 1957 general election 1 Keralt were
summed up as follows by a plenary meeting of the state
commuttee, held 1 June 1937

In the election we were not able to form a umted front
But we were able to convinee the people at every stage that
we smeercly desired umts and worked for it Even when
we had to fight the election alone, we declared that, after
the election, even if we won a myjonty, we would seek the
help and cooperation of other democratic parties in formmg
the goveinment It was because of all these things, that we
were able to buld a broad umtv of the people and demo-
crats m general m all the constit for the success of
the candudates put up or supported by our party
This expenience has helped us to get nd of certan

mechanieal 1dens about unsted front On certam occasions,
we mav not be able to bwild wmty with other parhies Tt 15
on the basts of 4 correct understanding of the expenence,
the mood and the wishes and desires of the people that ne
dearde the form of umted front 1 each concrete aircum
stuce In the mudterm election of 1934 s Travwmcore-
I 12
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Cochin we had an electoral understanding with the PSP,
They were not prepared to agree on a common programme
and an alternate government. In the matter of seats we had
to accept some of their woreasonable clams Then it was
necessary and correct For the people desired unity at what-
ever cost to defeat the Congress But m this election, the
mood of the people, the objectne situation m the country,
the balance of strength between different parties—all were
quite different Hence we weie able to win by adopting
different tactics

“But, comrades may thanh, on the basis of the results of
thus election, that i future there 1s no necessity to work
for bullding umty or umted front with the PSP, RSP and
other left parties That 1s wrong To umplement our election
programme, at every stage and at every step, the paity
should consciously work for forging umty with other left
parties and with all democratic minded people mcluding
Congressmen  Qunly then can we defeat the reactionary
policies of the Congress leaderslup and the machimations of
the vested mterests .. .

‘But the Communist Party (together with the mdepend-
ents suppoited by the Earty) got only 40 per cent of the
total votes polled We should not forget this fact RSP and
PSP together got about 14 per cent of the votes In fact,
only RSP, PSP and we jomtly represent the majority of the
people mn Kerala Congress got 375 per cent of the votes

‘Hence we must realise that it 15 a matter of \decisive
importance that we must mobihse the people who voted,
not only for the Gommumst Party; but also for other parties,
partlcularly for the parties of democratic oppasition, as well;
as those who voted for the Congress and Mushm League, m
mass movements and behind the progressive measures of
our mmystry In our mass work we must develop such an
approach and attitude as to help this process”

Thus the Communst Party m Kerala, at the time of a5
proud victorv, chd not forget the supreme need for forging
the umty of all democranic forces On the other hand, the
party pmpomted the fact that its mfuence was stll very
weak among the Mushm and Catholic masses (especally
peasantry) and that special attention should be paid to
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dispel the deeprooted anticommunism among those masses
which was mainly based on rehgion, in order to develop
the democratic movement among those sections of the
people also.

v

T am not going into the achicvements of the first popular
democratic government that was formed m Kerala under
the leadership of the Communist Party. But, dunng the
penod when the communist-led government was in power,
1stead of the Communist Party beng able to forge “umty
with other left parties and other democratic-minded people
ncluding Congressmen” in carrying out obviously popular
and democratic measures like the Agrauan Relations Bill,
Education Reforms Act, etc, it was the reactionary forces
which succeeded in uniting the Congress, PSP and Muslim
League, with the' covert support of the RSP, to head the
socalled “Liberation struggle” agamst the communist-led
government. Why? The basic mistahe was the sectarian
approach to the ‘question of united front which sl per-
sisted in the party and in the functioning of the communist-
ed goyémment. Reviewing the result of the mid}erm elec-
hon 11960, the state council of the party said in its report:

Our government took several steps and initiated manv
Yeforms 1n the interests of the workets, poor peasants and
agncultural workers As a 1esult the mfluence of the party
mong them has grown. That was why we received nearly
lgulﬂ}\hslof votes miore. _

F wstly, in the 1957 general election we had won 63 seats
on the basis of 40 per cent of votes and formed a govern-
ment. This reflected a specific balance of forces between
Political parties and class 1elations in the state Taking into
consideration this balance of foices and the political aims
o our party in the present period, we had to consciously
and concietely plan how to unite and rally firmly those
Classes anq sections of people 'which are the allies of the
Working class and examine each legislative and executive

measure of the government from 'this viewpoint. We did
not do ths
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“Not only workers, poor peasants and agncultural worh-
ers, but also considerable sections of middle classes, smll
industnialists and small landholders and others supported
our party 1 the midterm clechion, at the same time, our
influcnee was weah among the Mushm and Catholic masses
and among urban petts bourgeoisic This w15 stated 1 our
clection review.

«But this fact was not properly tahen into consideration
mn the practical work of the government and the put
Tlence the legslative and other measures of our govern-
ment and several activities of our party 1t all levels tended
to create anticommumst prejudices and fears among the
Chrishan masses and to 1solate our parts from the mddle
scehions and small property owners in the rural areas m
certam parts of the state

Secondly, when we became the rulng partv, we devinted
from the Lemmist prinaiple of considermg our work m the
government as & part of the actvity of our party and of the
mass organtsations under our leadership, to some extent our
entire activity began to centre round our work 1n the legis-
Jature and mimstry As a result, we neglected the fundt-
mental tash of developmg the orgamsed strength and con-
scious activity of the masses the tendency mumly to rely
on the government to solve cach and every 1ssue that deve-
Toped inside the party ”

The commust led government was disrmssed by the
central Congress rulers Midterm election took place m the
g of 1960 1n which Communist Party had to face
tionary anticommunmst  tniple allitnce” consisting
of the Congress, Mushim League and PSP, Dacked by vested
mterests, communal and rehigious reaction, etc Though the
Commniunist Party polled nearly 12 Inkh votes more than
mn 1937, its representation nt tl}e state assemblv was
reduced to less than Lalf and the ‘trple allinee” won an
or erwhelming majonts

But the party w18 not dismaved by this It sud that
such a renchionry allince based on nothing but blind anti-
communism could not be sh"ble when the government
formed by the “trple nllnce started to implement anti-

begmnmn
the reac
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Eopular measures in the interests of the vested interests,
asie contradictions would inevitably develop, not only be-
tween the masses who voted for the alliance and the
government, but also within the alliance 1tself; such was
the fate of all reactionary antipeople alliances o1 united
ronts.

The Communist Party pomted out that 1t would be
Wrong to come to the defeatist conclusion that there was
7o alternative before the people except to get the govern-
ment of the “triple alliance” out of power If mass struggles
and mass movements were developed, umiting the masses
of workers, peasants and other sections of the working
people, who voted for and against the communists, to
defend their gains won during the communist-led ministry,
the povernment’s drive to reverse those gains could be
balled; and contradictions would inevitably grow mside the
alliance”,

And this proved correct. First the Muslim League left
the alliance, ‘then the PSP was elbowed out of the govern-
ment and a one-party Congress ministry was formed. F¥nal-
Iy the Congress itself was split into two and the m'i‘mftry
afl to quit. Thus within four years the reactionary triple
alliance™ com; letely disintegrated. .

After all t]ais experience, extending over a period of

teen years—experience of minority Congress governments,

government supported by the Congress, communfst-led
Bovemnment with a powerful Congress opposition, reactionary
hiple alliance” ministry, interspersed with spells of Presi-
dent’s Rule—the situation was mature for and the people
Wanted a real united front government of all left and demo-
Cratic parties and groups, united on the basis of a pro-
ﬁ:amme and enjoying firm and stable majority support of
© people inside ‘and outside the legislative assembly.

\'

But unfortunately by that time, the Communist Party
hag split. And lhey“le%’t” communists, represented by the

M, ot only forgot the experience of building the broad
"% of all Teft and democratic forces, but also repudiated
argy
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the basic prmciples of bulding that umity n t
conditions of Kel;ala. & Y be speaiic

EM S Namboodirpad, 1 a pamphlct i Malayalam,
explained the understanding of umted front of the “left”
communists w the following passage

The tash of the working class 15 to strengthen the
struggle agamst the ruling clsses by utdisng shalfully the
confhets that are talang place constantly witlin the relng
classes, the ruling party and the opposition parties (1e
according to the Lemmst tactics of mcreasing its own
stren}gth, by accfgnng help from any and everybody, result-
g from even the shghtest spht withm the enemy ranks,
without dismssing such sphts as msignificant) While canry-
mg out this task, we must cooperate with anybody who
gwves however hittle help in strengthening the 'struggle of
the workers, peasants and other popular masses, however
partial or temporary that help may be But while thus
cooperating with others, the fact that the mm of such
cooperation 1s to strengthen the front of class struggle and
to smash the front of the ruling classes should never be
forgotten ™ (“Non-Marxist Front—Then and Now”
Malayalam, November 1969)

It 15 obvious that the above explamed conception of unit-
ed front has nothing to do with the Lenmist understanding
of umty of all left and democratic forces to complete the
democratic revolution and go forward to sociahst revolution
The Lemmst strategy of united front 1s that the working
class must umte all classes and sections of people that can
be umted to carry out successfully a definite stage of revo
lution In Lemmst strategy the problem of umted front 1s
a problem of the allies of the working class at different
stages of revolution, 1 different countries and 1z different
histonical conditions

Tn s famous Two Taclics Lemn nowhere speaks about
“skilfully utihsing the conflicts and contradictions m the
enemy camp”, on the other hand, he discusses the question
of the allies of the working class Of course, the working
class should make use of all the conflicts and contradictions
in the enemy camp m order to strengthen its posttion and
to umite 1ts alies United front s the basic strategy of
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uniting all the allies, whereas utilising the conflicts inside
the cnemy camp s only temporary tactics. And reducing
and distorting !lllc concept of umted front merely to making
use of the conflicts inside the enemy camp in effect means
isolating the working class from all its allics.

That was not the understanding of the Communist Party
when 1t advanced the slogan of the unity of all left and
democratie forces m Kerala in 1936 and called for the united
front of the Communist, Praja Socialist and Revolutionary
Socialist parties and also of democratic-minded individuals
and such Congressmen who were prepared to fight the
antipeople policics of the Congress—a united front based
on a democratic programme to defeat the Congress in the
clection and to create conditions for the formation of a
democratic government.

The “Teft” communists repudiated all this. In the midterm
clection in Kerala, which took place in March 1965, within
a year after the split in the Communist Party, they wanted
only opportunistic electoral alliances with all and sundry
without any common programme, without any commitment
on forming an alternative government after the election. On
this question they broke up the united front with the Com-
munist Party and RSP and slandered them as “agents of the
Congress”. Thev entered into open and secret electoral
adjustments with the SSP and Muslim League.

The results were disastrous to the people and democratic
movenient in Kerala. OF course, the two factions of the
Congress lost heavily; the CPM emerged as the largest
single party. It succeeded in temporarilv isolating and
defeating the Communist Party, But the “left” communists
had destroyed any possibility of forming a non-Congress
democratic government. So President’s Rule continued.

In such a situation it was the Communist Party which
took the initiative to revive the mass movement and the
united front of all non-Congress democratic forces for the
immediate political and economic demands of the people
of Kerala A “Joint Action Committee” was formed con-
sisting_ of representatives of all left parties, into this TAC
were drawn the representatives of the Kerala Socialist Party
and “Peasants and Workers Party” (KTP), formed out Ofx

7

kS
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the former anticommunist front in addition to the two
commiumist parties, RSP and SSP. As the mass movements
and mass struggles developed nnder the leadership of the
Joint Action Committee, culminating in the glorious Kerala
Bandh of 28 January 1966 (which was supported even by
the Kerala Pradesh Congress Commttes), the Muslim
League also was drawn into the umted front. The leadership
of the Muslim League openly declared that it was prepared
to umte with the communists on the basis of a common
programme for the purpose of defeating the Congress in the
ensuing fourth general election and forming a non-Congress
democratic government.

This was a significant victory for the line of united front
advocated all along by our party. The entry of the Muslin
League into a united front with the communists alse signi-
fied that the vast masses of Muslim peasantry, who were
till now kept away from the general stream of demacratic
movement, were also drawn into it. This was made possible
due to various reasons: (1) their own experience with the
Congress governments; (2) the radicalisation among the
Muslim masses as a result of the mass movements and mass
struggles, (3) the continuous and patient political propa-
ganda, conducted mainly by the Communist Party.

Thus the seven-party united front was formed out of
joint mass struggles and mass movements. It adopted its
common clection programme in September 1966—a pro-
gramme of urgent y-needed minimum democratic changes,
including radical land reforms and relief measures for the
working people.

As is well known the united front won an unprecedented-
1¢ overwhelming victory in the 1967 general election. The
enthusiasm and activity of the peaple for the victory of the
candidates of the united front was tremendous, The Indian
National Congress and the breakaway Kerala Congress were
reduced to an insignificant minority winning only 9 and 5

seats respectively.
VI

In the wited front, the “left” communists were the domi-
nant party. A united front ministry, headed by CPM leader
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Namboodiripad, was formed. A ministry with such an over-
whelming majority inside the assembly and such a massive
popular support outside would be expected to be stable and
g0 ahead with determination and urgency to implement the
major provisions of the united front programme But the
wrong and sectarian understanding of the CPM with regard
to the united front and united front government began to
act as a big drag.

Let me quote again from the abovementioned pamphlet
of E.M.S Namboodiripad -

“The party congress held 1 1964 and the Central Com-
mittee meeting held in April 1967 were able to evolve quite
a realistic and revolutionary appreach to what can be and
cannot be accomplished by the non-Congress governments
formed in 1967. As a result of the cnsis among the ruling
classes, it may be possible to form, together with certain
sections of the ruling classes, governments which can give
temporary and partal rehef to the people; this possibilitv
should be used to the maumum, but the character of the
state and of the non-Congress front being formed does not
gve seope for too much hope. Theiefore, while doing the
mavimum possible and organising mass struggles to remove
the obstacles that may anse even to do that and thus utilis-
ing such governments, we must convince the people the
need for replacing the piesent state in its entirety by a new
state (of people’s democracv), must give prioiity to organ-
isational waork for preparing the people for revolutionarv
struggle to effect that change; must make use of the non-
Congress governments as instruments to achieve that aim—
it is this Leninist approach that is there in the partv pro-
gramme and the Cential Committec resolution” (Ibid ,
pp. 77-78)

I do not know fiom where Nambdodiripad got this so-
called “Leninist” approach. You cannot find anv such thing
ether in Lenin’s works or 1n the 1esolutions and theses of
the Comintern which carried forward, claborated and con-
cretised the Leninist undeistanding of the umted front and
united front govemments

Certain things in the above formulation are specially
noteworthy: (1) The “left” communists do not consider the
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non-Congress governments, even 1n Kerala and West
Bengal, where the CPM has a dommant posiion, as
governments of left and democratic unity or even as umited
front governments They are merely non Congress govern-
ments, (2) thes consider the constituents of the umted front
such as the Commumst Party or RSP or §SP as representa-
tines of ‘certam sections of the ruling classes”, (8) they
munumise the role of the umted front governments, n the
present Indian situation, to give relef to the people and
to effect certam very important democratic structural
changes (especially m land relations) to such an extent that
it 1s tantamount to a demal of any such role, and (4) they
find the utihty of these goveinments mainly as mstruments
1 the orgwmsational (not pohitical) preparation of the masses
for revolubonary struggles to estabhsh “people’s democracy”

This wrong understanding 1 practice meant in Kerala
Fustly, the CPM leaders did not consider the united front
or its government as conswsting of equal and mdependent
constituents They wanted everybody else to toe therr hne
If other parties disagreed or expressed mdependent opi-
nions, thev are slandered as “agents of the Congress” or as
“saboteurs of the wmted front” couspinng to 1sofate the
“left’ communists In the State Coordination Commuttee the
CPM repiesentatives took an attitude of “erther accept what
we sav or we will not carrv out whatever vou may decrde”
Thev wanted to establish their one party dommation m the
umited fiont and its government

Secondly the CPM leaders paid scant respect to the
united fiont programme In the nime of constitution, courts
and central government, thev refused to implement or
evaded implementation of ans of the myor items m the
umted front programme On the other hind, they harped
on struggle agamst the centre which could not but remamn
an emptv phrase because the people could be ralled m a
struggle agawnst the centre onlv if concrete 1ssues of conflict
arose i the course of mmplementing the umted front

amme

Pr;%:(r?h] the GPM leaders apenls and unashamedh used
the governmental machinerv for “strengthening” thewr party
which naturally led to largescale and widespread corruption
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at all levels. The labour department was used to split the
trade unions. Only such struggles of the workers and pea-
sants were supported as were led by the CPM. They used
the police also in a partisan way.

Naturally the people began to get disillusioned. Their
high hopes in the united front were dashed to the ground.
The very idea and image of the united front got tamished
and discredited; conflicts and contradictions began to deve-
lop inside the united front itself. The Communist Party had
to carry on a consistent ideological and political struggle
against this wrong, sectarian and disruptive attitude and
activities of the “left” communists. That was necessary to
save the united front and safeguard the interests of the
people of Kerala. The Communist Party conducted this
struggle inside the Coordination Committee and also among
the people whenever it became necessary.

The Communist Party sought to maintain the equality
and independence of each constituent of the united front.
It insisted upon implementation of the united front pro-
gramme according to the unanimous decisions of the Coordi-
nation Committee. It did not want the Coordination Com-
mittee to be a pocket organisation of the CPM. The Com-
munist Party advocated formation of united front com-
mittees at all levels so as to avoid: friction between various
constituent parties and to conduct joint campaigns and
struggles. It wanted and campaigned for speedy legislation
on land reforms. It fought against corruption and nepotism
of the CPM which had become an open scandal.

The result of this consistent struggle was that the “left”
communists were isolated in the united front. And in order
to escape from the isolation, the CPM leadership decided
to scuttle the united front government and ta destray the
united front. .

The Communist Party was able, despite the opposition
of the CPM, to regroup the united front on a broader basis
and form a new united front government. And the change
was immediately apparent to'all.

There was no one-party domination. The Coordination
Comimittee started functioning as a real coordination com-
mittee with equal rights for all the constituent parties.
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Rel.xrfasentatives of all the constituent parties were appointed
as joint conveners. Regular meetings began to be held and
unanimous decisions taken on all major policy questions.
United front committees were formed at district and con-
shtuency levels. The cabinet also functioned strictly
observing the principle of collective responsibility.

Not only in the matter of mutual relationship and func-
tioning of the united front, but also in the life of the people,
espectally of the vast masses of peasants, agricultural and
industrial workers, the change was felt immediately; for,
the new government lost no time to start implementing some
of the major items of the umted front programme thus
debunking the claim and eveuse of the “left” communists
that nothing much can be done under the present conditions
by a state government.

The beginning of implementation of the Land Reforms
Act was the greatest achievement of the new united front
in Kerala. As a result of it, landlord-tenant relations have
been totally abolished in the state. From 1 January 1970
no tenant 1s obliged to pay any rent to the landlord and
nobody can lease out his land on rent. An effective ceiling
has been imposed on landholdings and there will be no
landholder possessing more than 20 acres of Jand. Together
with the many lakhs of homestead-dwellers getting owner-
ship of their homesteads (3 to 10 cents), distrbution of
cultivable wasteland to agricultural workers and poor
peasants and conferment of permanent ownership rights
on all those landless and poor cultivators who had occupied
government fand, the Land Reforms Act totally changes
the entire system of agrarian relations in Kerala in the
interests of the mass of peasantry.

VIT

The breaking up of the united front in Kerala by the
CPM leadership and the formation of a new united front
on the initiative of the CPI took place at a time when the
entire political situation in India was fast changing, :I‘hc
Congress Pacty was on the verge of split duc to mainly
sharp policy conflicts. The Congress Partv in Kerala had
extended its support to the new united front government
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for the implementation of the Land Reforms Act and other
progressive measures After the zsipht m the Congress, this
support was further strengthened and paved the way for
the alliance between the United Front and Congress (R),
based on almost 1dentical programmes of rapid implementa-
tion of Land Reforms Act, a vigorous programme of indus-
trialisation, effective measures to ease the acute problem of
unemployment, etc mn the mdterm election
As far as Kerala 1s concerned, the spht m the Congress
Party meant that new possibilities have opened to extend
the united front of democratic and sociahst forces to in-
clude the Congress (R) also, because of the strength of the
Teft movement as well as the composition of Congress (R)
the state It 15 sigmficant that the students and youth who
form a major radical orgamsed section mside the Congress
(R) m Kerala played a \ex?l mmportant role mn forging the
alliance between Congress (R) and the United Front
If the CPM leaderstup had cared to objectively and
concretely analyse and understand the meaning of the spht
m the Congress Partv from the standpomt of the working
class and adopted a correct pohey of umting all left and
democratic forces, 1t would have been possible to broaden
the seven-party Umted Front to Congress (R} also on a
principled basis That would have given the biggest blow
to nght-reaction, not only m Kerala, but also on a national
political plane
On the other hand, what the ‘left” communist leaders
did was to pursue a poliev of disrupting the umted front
by their *self-satisfied sectanwmsm” swhich “more than any
thing else impedes our struggle for the realisation of the
umted front” (G Dimitrov m his report to the 7th Congress
of the Comintern) The attitude and approach of the CPM
15 not something new m Kerala During the past, other left
parties Iike the P(S)SP (not the present PSP umt n Kerala
——c u r) and KSP had pursued the same policy of dis-
ruption, thus preventng the umty of all left and democratic
forces and ndwrectly and sometimes dicectl, helping the
reactionary forces Such a policy naturally has led the CPM
to the camp of nght reaction as in the recent mdterm
election



Book Review
Batuk Vora

Eros and Civilisation, by Herbert Marcuse, Sphere Books.
Ltd., 40 Park Strect, London, W.1., Price 7s 6d, pp. 219.

Civilisation is based on the permanent “repression” of
human instincts. The methodical “sacrifice” of libido is
culture. “Free gratification” of man’s instinctual needs is
incompatible with civilised society. History of man is history
of his repression. The vicissitudes of instincts are the vieis-
situdes of mental apparatus in civilisation. ..

The “claims of the pleasure principle”, though mastered
and repressed by civilisation, continue to exist in the un-
conscious. The return of the repressed makes up the taboced
and subterranean history of civihsation. So repression be-
comes a “historical phenomenon”.

The “fact” that the “reality principle” has to be reestab-
lished continually in the development of man indicates that
its triumph over the “pleasure principle” is never complete
and never secure. The primal father as the “archetype of
domination” initiates the chain reaction of enslavement,
rebellion and reinforced domination which marhs the history
of awilisation
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All this 15 the language of Sigmund Freud But Herbert
Marcuse asserts 1n this book that” Freud s individual psycho-
logy 1n 1ts very essence 1s a social psychology”

After basically taling Freuds individualisuic mstinctual
structure for granted, the author here proceeds to contnbute
to the “phulosophy of psychoanalisis , not to psychoanalysis
itself He tres to move exclusively m the field of theory The
author’s concern 15 not with the different interpretations of
Freudian concepts, but with their “philosophical and socio-
logrcal wnpheations”, acceptmg Freud's theory of man as
such That means the Manuan concept that man 1s a social
bemng has been ignored It 1s known that Freuds concept
of the inborn or the phylogenetic clements 1 mental achvity
follows the traditional and popular notion of quasimental
mstinets For hum ‘instincts” are moving mystertously 1n
the realm of speculation They do not represent total per-
sonahty of an indviduni

So Marcuse has tried to examme Treud’s ‘repressive
mental apparatus” on two levels ontogenetic and phylo-
genetic The former 1s growth of the repressed indvidual”
from the prumal horde to the fully constituted civilised state
It 1s at least mplied here that both are mterrelated

The “pleasure prnciple” and “reality principle” are eter-
nally antagomistic according to Freud The notion that non-

repressive civilisation 1s 1mpoesnble 1s cornerstone of Freucdhan
theory But the author here asserts that Freudia theory
contans elements that break through this rationalsation,
“‘there 15 an ever renewed connechion between civilisation
and barbansm, progress and suffenng, a connection that
ulumately reveals itself as that between Eros and Thanatos”

Actually, the Freudian terms do not differentinte between
the biologienl and socio lustorcal vicissitudes of the instincts
Freud traced the developments of repression m the mstine-
tual structure of the mdwidual That the human conscious-
ness ts deriateryy from matter had not been accepted by
Freud

Also the metaphysical and mechanical conceptions of
“mborn mstincts” S\\prused to be preserving thew primtive
state intact under the socalled repressive overlwyer of
cvilised habits” were already challenged by Freud's con-



178 MARMNIST MISCELLANY

temporary Pavloy, the Russian scientist, dunng his expen-
ments on the nervous system conducted 1 the laboratory

While Pavlov sought solution to complicated mentat
processes 1 the functioning of the upper regions of the
nervous system, Freud on the contrary pursued the same
objective within the it of the mind jtself, without regard
to hnowledge of the bram as the organ of the mental Lfe

Marcuse has not taken mto account the fact that Freud’s
was the psychology of the unconscious The unconscious m
effect was Freud s substitute for the cerebral nervous system
There bemng yet no physiological knowledge of the latter 1n
hus time, he proceeded to pack the substitute with all sorts
of ymagmary and speculatne propositions to construct Ius
theory of psvchoanalysis

Missing or ignoring this very fundamental thing Marcuse
goes on to construct some additional formulations devoting
the specific socio hustoric components, connecting Freud's
mstinctual structure with the historical forms of societies
New terms mtroduced by Marcuse are

(a) Surplus Repression  This 1s distingwmished from basic
repression, 1t 15 only “modifications” of nstincts necessary
for the perpetuation of the human race m different types of
cawvilisation

(b) Performance Prnciple It 1s the prevaling Iustorical
form of the “reality principle” as expounded bv Freud

The argument that pleasure principle” 15 mcompatible
with reality, that only pam and mmsery preval over man
+when he 15 workmng or toihng, that “basic mstmets’ (sex and
death) strive to prevail over man at each moment of lus
existence, 1s loomng large m all Freud’s works

Marcuse has of course not accepted such conception but
onlv “so far as 1t applies to the brute fact of scaraity what
actually 15 the consequence of a speafic orgamsation of
scarcity” Here he says that prevalg scarcitv of means
has not been distributed collechively in accordance with
mdividual needs That means, Freunds idea of ‘basic
instincts striving to domunate man” has not been brsically
challenged

So what Marcuse has done here 1s to add vanous ‘modes
of dommation” resultng m ‘vanous historienl stages of
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reality as against Freud’s flat “reality principle” that
represses basic human instinets in all times.

For example, Marcuse says that 2 society in which all
members normally work for a living requires “other modes
of repression” than a society \vhxc%\ labour is the exclusive
province of one specific %muP‘ That is, the “repression” will
be there even m a classless society. Marcuse has not
Lothered to analyse the very concept of 1epression of socalled
instincts.

So the theory of socalled “reahity principle” ruling over
the “pleasure principle” has been basically accepted. Freud
was never so cleverly defended. What Freud termed as
repression could be’ called sublimation of instmets. But
Marcuse does not say so.

Marcuse has made the concept of “repression” into a
qualified one. On socio-historical level, “every revolution
has also been a betrayed revolution—because may it be a
slave revolt or a soctalist revolution but an element of self-
defeat seems to have been involved n the dynamic that
every time those who have striven for the gbolition of
domination and exploitation have been defeated”. Pretty
pessimistic picture, indeed!

While Freud Jays down “domination-rebellion-domination™
theory, Marcuse says that the second dommation is not
simply a repetition of the first one, the cyclical movement
is progress in domination, Even a socialist revolution cannot
do away with this!

But one would ask where then is freedom to be found?
Is there not any scope for fieedom from the “cycle of sub-
ordination and repression”?

Freud visualised it only in the “liberation of basic
instincts” from inhibitions imposed by civilisation, While
Marcuse here builds up a “new reality principle”.

This could be done “by achieving a new starting point
where man could reconstruct the productive apparatus
without that ‘inmerworldly asceticism® which provided the
mental basis for domination. ..”

The idea of such a new reality principle is based on the
assumption that material preconditions for its development
are established in the advanced industrial societies. Marcuse
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adds here Ius theory, later on developed by lim 1 One
Dumensional Man, that the “very scope and effectiveness
of the democratic wtrojection have suppressed the histo-
nical subject, the agent of revolution free people are not m
need of hiberthon, and the oppressed are not strong enaugh
{those i backward countnies) to hiberate themselves ~
So the author goes on to redefine the concept of utopia

Laberation 15 the most sealistic, the most concrete of all
historical possibilities and at the same tume the most
ratenally and effectively repressed—the most abstract and
remote possibihty

When m affluent societies, productivity has reached a
level at which the masses participate 1n 1ts benefits and at
which the opposition 1s democratically ‘contamed then the
confhct between master and slave 15 also effectively con-
trolled, or rather 1t has changed sts socal location”

And as of giving a concession to Marx, Marcuse wrtes
that ‘ Marxian concept regams ats full validity m the mter-
national arena  Marxian concept stipulated that only those
who were free from the blessings of capitalism (backward
countnies) conld possibly change 1t mnto a free soctety those
whose existence was the very negation of capitahst property
<ould become the historical agents of liberation

“The histoncal advantage of the late comer, of technical
backwardness, may be that of skipping the stage of the
afffuent society By the poverty and weakness they miay
be forced to forgo the aggressive and wasteful use of science
and technology

For the overdeveloped countnes this chance would be
tantamount to the abo?xtmn of the conditrons under which
man’s labour perpetuates as self propethng power, his subor-
dmation te the productive quamtus, and, with 1t, the
obsolete forms of the struggle for eustence

In advanced countries hhe the USA he savs, antnwar
protest s a fight for Eros agunst Death— todaw fight for
Eros 1s the pohtical fight” He refers to sex revolt by luppres
and ‘i’ crowd and says there 1s biologieal necessify behind
this Tlus 1s so becuse other opposition 15 democratically
contuned  So there 1s no other light but the fight for Lros
and biologieal needs that 1s possible in overdeveloped coun-
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tries! Agents of liberation will be only those poor in the
backward countries. It 1s only short of saying there 15 no
need of any revolution i the advanced countues' Only
need there 1s Just to abolish overdevelopment and wasteful
use of technology.

Marcuse says this in the political preface written in 1966
to the book Actually 1t has no immediate 1elevance with
theoretical aspects of Freudian psychoanalysis with which
the book is concerned.

But even then one may see how upside down he has tried
to use Mart. Marx on the contrary visualised revolutions 1n
the developed countries. Marx or Lenin never bult any
utopia for the exploited people of developed countries

At another place Marcuse defends Freud 1ather too crude-
ly. Discussing the post-Freudian “revisionist” theories which
insist that society is not a static set of laws instituted mn the
past at the time of the murder of the primal father, but
rather a growing, changing, developing network of inter-
personal experiences and behaviour (Erich Fromm, Karen
Hormey, etc.), Marcuse upholds Freudian concept. Freud
saw society as “static” and thought that society developed
as a mechanism for controlling man’s instincts.

Behind all the differences among the historical forms of
society, Freud saw the basic “inhumanity” common to all of
them. Marcuse says that by virtue of this “insight” of Freud,
“his static concept of society is closer to truth than the
dynamic sociological concepts supplied by revisionists”.

This, in fact, was the most absurd basis of Freud’s meta-
psychology. Fromm and others might be wrong in their
nature of approach to the subject but Freud’s concept of
static nature of society can stand no scrutiny at all.

The last pages of book are revealing so far as they bring
out clearly where the author stands. All the radieal postures
stand esposed when the author comes in strong defence of
Freud. Herein also lies his unwritten defence of Freudian
concepts of “mysterious” instincts which move in the realm
of speculation. P"rcud had also said that the price of eivilisa-
tion was neurosis! In that sense everybody is more or less

neurotic. Are we to believe this also? The book has no
answer,









